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A Half Century of Baltic Activism in the United States: JBANC at 50 
Karl Altau (JBANC) 
The Joint Baltic American National Committee, Inc. (JBANC) has represented the Baltic-American communities since its 
founding in 1961. This has included working actively for 30 years to ensure the restoration of independence for Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania by 1991, and campaigning for a decade to help the three Baltic countries achieve NATO 
membership in 2004. JBANC’s mission has transitioned since then to encompass new goals, and it remains an influential 
actor within the foreign policy environment in Washington, DC. 

But how do we measure success? What are future prospects with demographic changes and the evolving 
diaspora dynamic? With Baltic independence restored now 20 years ago, is there still a place for common Baltic-
American advocacy? Recent JBANC activities and issues have refocused on the human rights dimension – a core issue 
from earlier days – speaking out for political prisoners in Belarus, and condemning political murders in the Russian 
Federation. In addition, with the NATO Summit coming up in Chicago in May 2012, there is much focus on transatlantic 
relations, and on keeping the United States actively engaged with the Baltic countries. To achieve its aims, JBANC not 
only combines the cooperative efforts and support of the Baltic-American community and organizations, but works 
actively in coalitions and with a number of other partners. This has involved an almost 20-year relationship with the 
Central and East European Coalition, plus close coordination with the Maryland Estonia Exchange Council and the State 
of Maryland, the Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation, and other associations and organizations. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
Writing the Moon in Sugar 
Gint Aras (Morton College) 
This presentation will focus on artistic decisions made while composing the satirical novel, Finding the Moon in Sugar. 
The novel’s depiction of contemporary Vilnius, particularly the city’s youth and drug culture, caused a stir, as did the 
author’s decision to place an undereducated American naïf as the point-of-view from which Lithuania is represented. 
The author will address the impulses and concerns, political and aesthetic, that arose during his completion of the book. 
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DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Commemoration of the De Facto Restoration of the Independence of Latvia (1991–2011) 
Laura Ardava (University of Latvia) 
On August 21, 2011, the 20th anniversary of the de facto restoration of the independence of Latvia was commemorated. 
To celebrate the significant anniversary, several commemorative events took place in Riga, gaining considerable media 
attention. The events of August 1991 are considered to be the essential turning point in the last decades of 20th century 
history in Latvia. On August 21, 1991, the Supreme Council of the Republic of Latvia adopted the Constitutional Law on 
the Statehood of the Republic of Latvia. 
The theoretical ground of the intended research will be worked out on the basis of multilateral description of 
‘commemoration’, ‘mediation’, ‘media event’, ‘ritual’ and ‘social memory’ concepts. Discourses produced by media 
concerning the commemoration of August 1991 in the last two decades will be analyzed using the discourse–historical 
method developed by Ruth Wodak. I intend to study the content of printed and broadcasting media in Latvian and 
Russian, as well as the content of website www.21augusts.lv, which was especially devoted to the historical anniversary. 
The research results show the importance of the events of August 1991 in social memory, the layering of the actual 
social, political and economical situation on the collective sense the past, and the active role of the media in the 
functioning of those processes. 
DIVISION; SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Herbert Hoover and the Politics of Food Relief to the Baltic States in 1919 
Olavi Arens (Armstrong Atlantic State University) 
Central to the food relief provided by the American Relief Administration (ARA) in 1919 to the Baltic states were the 
decisions of Herbert Hoover, ARA director.  This paper discusses Hoover’s motives in bringing the Baltic states into the 
food relief program of the ARA in 1919.  I argue that U.S. economic policy toward the Baltic states became, in effect, part 
of U.S. economic policy toward Europe.  As a result, some U.S. officials essentially separated the Baltic states, 
conceptually and economically, from Russia.  In November 1918, the fledgling Estonian government created a Food 
Procurement Ministry to establish a food distribution policy for the urban populations and to organize a food requisition 
system for the military.  The policy of the ministry provided for a free market for most food commodities with the major 
exception being grains (rye, barley, and oats) that were in short supply. The ARA, British Relief, and outside trade 
provided the necessary supplement for Estonia to avoid a serious crisis and possible famine.  I will also analyze how ARA 
food shipments were integrated into the food distribution system of the Food Procurement ministry.   
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
From Griping to Governing: The Case of All for Latvia! 
Daunis Auers (University of Latvia) 
     Over the space of just five years, the radical right populist All for Latvia! political party has gone from winning just a 
1.48% share of the vote in the 2006 Latvian parliamentary election, to entering government in a three-party coalition in 
October 2011. This paper presents a case study of the roots of this electoral success, arguing that it can be attributed to 
three factors: (i) In contrast to other parties in Latvia, All for Latvia! is a genuine grass-roots movement with a wide-
spread, active and mobilized membership; (ii) the alliance with For Fatherland and Freedom / Latvia’s National 
Independence Movement provided VL! with the financial resources needed to campaign in Latvian elections; (iii) since 
its electoral alliance and then merger with the nationalist For Fatherland and Freedom / Latvia’s National Independence 
Movement party it has increasingly adopted a more moderate programmatic “master frame” developed by radical-right 
populist parties in other European states, that is more acceptable to the mainstream public; and (iv) a genuinally 
charismatic leader. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 

 
Daunis Auers (University of Latvia)—See Kenneth Smith  
 

http://www.21augusts.lv/
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Ingrida Balčiūnienė (Vytautas Magnus University) See: Victoria V. Kazakovskaya 
 
The Preconditions of the Grand Strategy in Lithuania 
Kristina Baubinaitė (Mykolas Romeris University) 
             The paper examines the preconditions of the Grand Strategy in Lithuania. It is assumed that Lithuanian strategic 
documents, which have strived to acquire the status of Grand Strategy, did not meet the requirements for such a 
strategy. A presumption is offered that the political process in Lithuania lacks a deep reflection on the state’s past and 
current needs as well as the interface between these two elements. This reduces the public policy capacities to acquire 
the Grand Strategy in nature. The article observes that the absence of consensus on the country’s development strategic 
directions is related to the complicated formation of the Lithuanian nation and a complex blend of state history. The 
debate of Lithuanian historians and other experts on the need for a new program of Lithuanian historical identity 
reflects on the process of the state’s “self-contemplation and reflection” and provides opportunities for conceptual 
definitions in the Lithuanian Grand Strategy.  The necessary component for such definitions is the construction of a 
national identity. As a result, in addition to material analysis, analysis of the historical/political realities on the national 
as well as global level is necessary in the Lithuanian Grand Strategy design process. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 

The Baltic Question in USSR-USA Relations, 1989-1991 
Una Bergmane (Sciences Po Paris/Fox Fellow at Yale University) 

In 1947 George Kennan wrote in his famous X article: “But the possibility (and in the opinion of this writer it is a 
strong one) remains that Soviet power, like the capitalist world of its conception, bears within it the seeds of its own 
decay, and that the sprouting of these seeds is well advanced.” In 1991 Kennan’s statement became reality – the Soviet 
Union collapsed.  And the causes of the fall of this superpower were internal indeed: economical weakness, national 
tensions and the struggle for power within its own political elite. 

One could presume that the disintegration of the USSR was celebrated in Western capitals, and especially in 
Washington, as a major victory.  One could imagine as well that Western leaders welcomed every sign of eventual Soviet 
collapse and encouraged those who tried to destabilize central power in Moscow.  But this wasn’t really the case.  When 
the three Baltic republics in 1989 began their coordinated and determined drive for independence, Western leaders saw 
their actions as a threat for Mikhail Gorbachev’s power in the Kremlin. 

Using both non-published archival and published sources, this paper analyzes the choices that the United States 
made facing the “Gorbachev or Baltic independence” dilemma and the impact those choices had on Soviet action in the 
Baltics. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Estonian Communities in Canadian and Swedish Exile:  The Formation of Collective 
Memories       
Li Bennich Bjorkman (Uppsala University) 

In this paper it is a point of departure that an exile group relating to a lost homeland under foreign occupation 
takes on a specific role of remembering in order for themselves and the homeland to survive. That would make 
Estonians (or for that matter any of the Baltic communities in exile) very likely candidates for qualifying as communities 
of memory, a concept once coined by the sociologist Robert Bellah, and furthermore strong communities in the sense of 
a powerful common memory.  So more than inquiring the “if” question here, the focus is on “how” the collective 
memories that hold this community together are constituted and held together as a consistent story of Estonia and 
Estonianness. A life in exile is a particular challenge because it means living a life marked by two essential cultural 
contexts: that of the host society and that of the country left behind. Departing from the notion that memories of the 
homeland are also created in relation to present surroundings, I relate that story and its different elements to these 
refugees immediate context of Sweden and Canada, discussing how distinctions, emphases and defining events and 
features are formed in a constantly ongoing tacit dialogue wth the Swedish and Canadian societies. Implicitely but 
forcefully, remembering Estonia and defining Estonianness in Swedish and Canadian exile also indirectly tells a story of 
these societies. 
DIVISION: SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY 
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Creating National Universities in Latvia and Lithuania, 1919-1925 
Per Bolin (Södertörn University, Sweden) 

The formation of the new Latvian and Lithuanian states in 1918-1919 had radical implications also for academia. 
The crucial undertaking of creating new and national universities in Riga and Kaunas was as a way of structuring these 
new nations in both symbolic and institutional terms. In these projected universities, the imperatives concerning the 
respective nation’s history and culture could be materialized. Moreover, instruction would be conducted in Latvian and 
Lithuanian, languages that had hitherto been seen as simple peasant vernaculars, completely unfit for the purpose of 
academia or even higher abstract reasoning. 
The academics assembling in Riga and Kaunas to create these new universities had to handle a number of problems and 
dilemmas, one of which is the focus of this paper: the recruitment of a sufficient number of well-qualified academics—
who preferably were to be fluent in the state language—in a situation where very few Latvians and Lithuanians had 
previously received proper university training.  This gave rise to a particular dilemma: should the organizers rely on less 
qualified academics from the majority nations, or should they also appoint outstanding scholars and scientists of other 
nationalities?  While the first option would certainly fit the agenda of a nationalizing state, it would to some extent run 
counter to established notions within the European academic field: that appointments and promotions should be made 
solely on the basis of scientific and scholarly merit. 

In this paper I explore the different ways the organizers of Latvia’s and Lithuania’s universities handled this 
dilemma during the formative years of 1919 to 1925. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Cross-border Health Care Mobility in Border Regions of the Baltic Sea 
Manfred Bornewasser and Stefanie Otte (University of Greifswald, Germany) 
Cross-border health care management and patient mobility in countries around the baltic sea have become relevant 
topics of increasing importance. Western and eastern European insurances entitle their members to use certain 
treatments in other EU-countries and to obtain reimbursement even in the case of planned treatments. As a 
consequence, competition increases and forces eastern European health care organizations especially in Poland and the 
Baltic States to adopt organizational structures, procedures and quality standards. On the theoretical basis of 
sociological institutionalism this adoption process is reconstructed. At the same time there is a lot of health care 
motivated mobility of individual insurants demanding for treatments in clinics or sanatoria as well as with dentists and 
opticians. There is clear evidence that the  number of treatments and the amount of mobility is increasing over time 
(since 2004) and distance (from the German-Polish border). These results are in line with the theory. The presentation 
gives an impression of the development of cross-border health care mobility on aggregate and individual level and offers 
some empirical results of attitudes of insurants concerning health care mobility.      
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
The Interplay of Life Styles and Culture: Lithuanian Migrants in the UK  
Ausra Bremner (De Montfort University, Leicester, UK) 
Since the opening of European borders to new EU member states, a large number of immigrants continue to arrive in 
the UK and specifically to the East Midlands and East Anglia. To date, little or no research has been conducted to 
understand their experience and adjustment in this part of the country. I am in the middle of my research and I am 
currently analysing data through grounded theory. From the data I have collected so far on how migration to the UK 
affects family relationships and looking at only one of its segments – that is, changes in lifestyles and the interplay with a 
culture – one can see the range of experiences both positive and negative. The data appears to be very complex and 
reveals that some people’s experiences in the UK are very complicated. For example, some individuals have a positive 
experience of their life in the UK: financial safety and security compared with just survival in Lithuania; new quality of 
life and happiness: family gain, improved relationships, acceptance for one’s sexuality, race, or nationality; boosting self 
esteem and confidence compared with moral degradation and suicidal thoughts back in Lithuania. Others have negative 
experience, including dissatisfaction of a low migrant/social status, humiliating low paid jobs opposed to a high 
professional achievement and recognition back in Lithuania.  In my work, I discuss preliminary findings of my research on 
the structure of the family relationships as a result of migration to the UK. 
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DIVISION: SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Maps of Imagination: The Poetic Reality of Vilnius 
Laimonas Briedis (Vilnius University)  
Geography and literature share an affinity for assembling unknowable, invisible and changing elements of space into a 
readable, stable and harmonious vision of place. Both rely on symbols, images and facts to create a narrative that exists 
in between real and imaginary structures of the world. Poetry, as much as cartography, is a form of mnemonic art that 
allows time to become visible in space: a deliverance of the past into future. In essence, the map and text are perfect 
examples of the chronotope, a deliberate fusion of time and space with a singular goal of making reality a manageable 
construct of a specific, historically situated mindset. My paper is about reading Vilnius against the poetic cartography of 
the city’s memory. Due to traumatic demographical, linguistic and ideological changes of the last century, most Vilnius-
themed poetry has been created outside Lithuania. Indeed, exile, annihilation and memory (or the lack thereof), have 
become a creative force behind the global dispersion of the literary geography of the city. Under such circumstances, in 
the words of Czeslaw Milosz, poetry becomes a testament of the place, for those “who are alive receive a mandate from 
those who are silent forever.  They can fulfill their duties only by trying to reconstruct precisely things as they were and 
by wresting the past from fiction and legends.” In essence, Milosz calls for a poetic apocatastasis, a reconstitution of 
(real but lost) space in imagination; and I will try to follow his suit.    
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Greimas (1917-1992) as Schizophrenic: The Lithuanian Publications 
Thomas F. Broden (Purdue University) 
“I am double,” A. J. Greimas once observed; “I’m a perfect schizophrenic: I live in two languages that don’t intersect.”  
The scholar, known throughout the world, was a specialist in linguistics and semiotics who taught in Paris and wrote and 
spoke in French.  Yet throughout his career, Greimas published continuously in Lithuanian.  A member of the first 
generation to grow up in an independent Lithuania since the Middle Ages and to be schooled in Lithuanian, he published 
in his native tongue in order to be an active member of the greater Lithuanian community, to share his knowledge of 
ground-breaking trends in French intellectual life, and to defend and illustrate the language.  The texts discussed in this 
paper reveal three facets of his oeuvre and his person quite different from his familiar academic Gallic persona. 
First, whereas non-Lithuanians knew Greimas only as an “expert” in his field, he in fact functioned as a complete modern 
“intellectual,” publically reflecting and taking positions on a wide range of topical issues.  Secondly, alongside the French 
linguist’s highly scientific discourse, Lithuanian readers knew Greimas as a literary critic enamored of innovative lyrical 
works which he presented in an emotionally rich prose.  This voice stunned non-Lithuanians when they heard it for the 
first time in the scholar’s last sole-authored book written in French (1987).  Lastly, a steady stream of scholarship in 
Lithuanian on comparative mythology establishes that field as a major focus of his career and figures as a central 
component of his ongoing intellectual legacy. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Where Can One Study Baltic Communities  in North America: State of Estonian, Latvian, and 
Lithuanian Libraries,  Archives and Museums Today 
Maira Bundza (Western Michigan University) 
The Baltic communities in North America are changing and with them also their libraries, archives and museums. There 
are solid collections of Baltic books in research libraries across the country as well as in   archives in places like the 
Library of Congress, Immigration History Research Center and Hoover Institute. Estonians, Latvians and Lithuanians have 
a history of maintaining libraries, archives, and museums in their communities. In the last 20 years, since Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania regained their independence, and as the post-World War II emigration wave ages, some of these 
collections have been sent to the Baltic countries, some to research institutions, others are struggling with staffing, 
funding, space issues, while still others are growing and evolving. There is a new interest in the Baltic émigré 
communities among students from the Baltic countries, as reflected in the recently established Baltic Heritage Network. 
Where can they come and study these émigré communities? What is being digitized and available online? This paper will 
look at the libraries, archives and museums maintained by the Baltic communities and discuss the issues they are facing. 
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DIVISION: ADVANCING BALTIC STUDIES 
 
Ethnic Categorization in Latvia 
Olga Cara (University College, London) 
 The registration of citizens' ethnicity in official documents and passports was a commonplace and compulsory in 
the Soviet Union. This paper explores what impact this has on current ethnicity registration processes and shows how 
primordial understanding of ethnicity is still in existence in Latvia.    
 The EU and international recommendations and human right standards fuelled the debate about the ethnicity 
record in the passport in Latvia, but the discussion was only about the record and not about the usefulness and necessity 
of the ethnicity category as such in registration papers. The current choice is to have or not have your ethnicity in the 
passport, but the retention of ethnicity category in the Population Register and a near complete absence of public 
discussion about this issue reflect the understanding of the ethnicity as being something as genuine and valid as 
somebody’s age or gender.  
 Moreover, the ethnicity category in the Population Register which is a central filing system for all residents and 
citizens of Latvia who has a personal ID number makes it possible to individually identify the members of any ethnic 
group. This is different from census categories where this individual identification is not possible.   
 Besides, bicultural identity is not allowed in the Population Registry or voluntary passport record. Moreover, 
continuous practice of ethnicity records and ethnic primordial rhetoric in political area encourages people to think about 
ethnicity is as something very rigid, almost like some physical features. This in turn hinders the development of inclusive 
civic Latvian identity. 
DIVISION: MINORITIES AND ETHNICITY IN THE BALTICS 
 
“To Transform Ourselves”: Current Lithuanian Educational and Memorial Approaches to the 
Holocaust 
Ellen Cassedy (Independent scholar, USA) 
In my paper, I present findings about current Lithuanian educational and memorial approaches to the 
Holocaust, including efforts by the International Commission on the Soviet and Nazi Occupation Regimes, the 
House of Memory essay project, the Tuskulenai memorial in Vilnius, the Gallery of the Righteous at the Vilna 
Gaon State Jewish Museum, projects that involve young people in Jewish cemetery restoration, and other 
efforts. I will place these efforts in the context of the Soviet regime and its impact on the Lithuanian 
population.  I will offer analysis of the common threads that tie these efforts together, including their 
emphasis on asking questions rather than providing answers. 
DIVISION: EDUCATION 
 
War and Christmas: A Latvian Artifact and Children’s Literature 
Janis Chakars and Katie Peel (Gwynedd-Mercy College) 
This paper, based on a work in progress, examines a Christmas story written by Latvian refugees in Marienbad, 
Czechoslovakia in 1944. The story was made as a book by hand in an edition of nine copies. In the wider world of 
children’s literature, it is unique. Its ending subverts the genres of holiday and refugee children’s literature. It also 
foreshadows adult literature produced by Latvian writers in exile. The text and illustration address issues of identity and 
displacement. They also display the challenges of communication between adults and children at the time and the use of 
literature as an attempt to bridge such difficulties. Ultimately, the story offers no sense of catharsis and no helpful 
lesson for young readers as might be expected. Instead, it says more about the frustration and uncertainty faced by 
adults as they try to maintain and promote a sense of Latvian continuity and tradition in perilous times.  
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
The Future of the Lithuanian Healthcare System: Provider Education and System Innovation 
Patricia A. Cholewka (New York City College of Technology, CUNY) 
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It has been a little over twenty years since the Baltic States declared their independence from the Soviet Union.  They 
have progressed at the politico-legal and socio-economic levels at astonishing speed--with effective results.  This 
presentation will focus on the Lithuanian healthcare system and its rapid improvement due to its alignment in their 
provider educational system to European Union (EU) standards and collaborates with other European, American, and 
Asian universities and international organizations in research and academic activities to design and implement Western 
models for efficient, effective, and quality patient care.  This has especially affected their nursing workforce at the 
Faculty of Nursing, Lithuanian University of Health Sciences (in Lithuanian: Lietuvos sveikatos mokslų universitetas, and 
formerly, the Kaunas University of Medicine) in Kaunas, Lithuania.  This academic center has not only improved its 
facilities, but has advanced technologically and educationally to become a major transformational center for healthcare 
education in Lithuania and an example for the other post-soviet transitional economies.  It is the purpose of this 
presentation to show examples of these research and academic affiliations by the Faculty of Nursing at Lithuanian 
University of Health Sciences – especially its participation in an EU-U.S. trans-Atlantic grant on palliative care policy that 
will likely affect the care of both healthcare systems’ aging populations. 
DIVISION: EDUCATION 
 
Development Strategies and Embeddedness of Rural Life in Latvia 
Agnese Cimdiņa (University of Latvia) 
This article challenges the understanding of economic activity as based on economic efficiency by indicating that 
economic development guidelines set out to modernize rural areas, enhance productivity and introduce common 
standards for agricultural production more often than not encounter complex relationships embedded in local cultural 
context and social environment. The article examines the concept of embeddedness and argues that relations in which 
rural economic practices and decisions are embedded have culturally constructed meanings. Several agro-activities (such 
as, for instance, bath-house services, home beer-brewing and organic farming) are not primarily guided by economic 
efficiency, but rather by culturally construed awareness of one's own identity and that of others, of certain values, of 
social and natural environment (including one's home place), of continuity, all amounting to a certain vision of a good 
life . Thus a study of rural economic practices and agro-activities should be based on the analysis of culturally 
constructed values, social ties, as well as human relations with nature and meanings attached to them. The present 
theoretical reflection on the embeddedness of agro-activities is substantiated by empirical examples from farms in 
Vidzeme (one of the regions of Latvia). These practices were studied during a long-term field research in 2010 and 2011. 
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Dissidence and Soviet Latvian Poetry: Continuity and Change 
Ausma Cimdiņa (University of Latvia) 
Theoretical reflections on the attempts of a totalitarian regime to construct a new cultural space play an important role 
in the history of European ideas and culture. In the 20th century the Baltic States witnessed two periods of particularly 
active invasion of totalitarian culture: (1) the early years of the 20th century, during the revolutionary dictatorship, and 
(2) several decades during the Soviet occupation after WW2. Soviet totalitarian culture was subjected to the dogmas of 
Socialist Realism normative aesthetics which required that life in the USSR should be depicted as a de facto utopia 
(where freedom, fraternity, equality and happiness thrive), in opposition to the Old Europe that represented a dystopia 
where man is a wolf to man.  
It is important to recognize that in the USSR dissidence was a multinational movement and had a broad political and 
cultural frame of reference and complex causes. In Soviet Latvian poetry dissidence manifests itself in two ways: 

(1) as political dissidence, i.e., as the great dialogue with power and ideology with a view to actualizing it and then 
to poetically dissecting it. Political dissidence poetry necessarily implies a dialogue with power, and in a way it 
means defeating this power with its very own weapons (Ojārs Vācietis, Vizma Belševica etc.).  

(2) as decadent dissidence, i.e., by totally ignoring the thematic framework of totalitarianism and finding a poetic 
refuge, a possibility to reflect on something else (Imants Ziedonis etc.). 

DIVISION: LITERATURE 
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Mediation and Intervention in the Back of Beyond: France and the Eastern Baltic in 1917-
1920 
Louis Clerc (University of Turku) 

Un pari sur les évolutions futures...  a bet on future evolutions—this is the way the French Foreign Ministry 
justified the January 1918 decision to recognize Finland’s independence in front of an incredulous French diplomatic 
corps.  Why would France recognize Finland, and by doing so acknowledge the scattering of her ally Russia?  Why would 
the French accept Finnish independence when the country was obviously under German influence? 
 Discussions around the recognition of Finnish independence clearly outline France’s problems in reacting to 
events that quickly unfolded in the eastern Baltic between the October 1917 Revolution and the 1920 conflict between 
the Bolsheviks and Poland.  In these years, French views evolved, moving between long term and short term concerns, 
and considering the war with Germany and intervention plans against Lenin’s forces, support for White Russian forces 
and recognition of small nationalities. 
This paper traces the main trends of French reactions to eastern Baltic events and seeks to explain the reasons behind 
these reactions.  Such an understanding will give us a unique vision on the post-World War I Baltic Sea region. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 

 
Kinship and Neighbourhood: Two Rival and Mutually Enhancing Categories of Social 
Organisation in Lithuania 
Auksuolė Čepaitienė (Lithuanian Institute of History) 

Kinship and neighbourhood are two distinct categories of social organisation referring to different ways and 
principles of relating, and different social arrangements. This is often reflected in the specific contrast between rural and 
urban, in distinctions between community and society, tradition and modernity, and, even, between the disciplinary 
approaches of anthropology and sociology. However ethnographies and contemporary intellectual insights show that 
human worlds are complex. People and individuals are linked and connected in multiple ways that intersect and 
coincide. They stay inside and outside of groupings with boundaries that are not so rigid and fixed, and reproduce the 
social worlds moving across and beyond group formations.  

In my paper I will discuss the ways in which Lithuanian people imagine and practice the relationships of kinship 
and neighbourhood, the ways in which they negotiate their meanings, and shape their contexts, prioritise one 
relationship instead of the other, and transfer one relationship into another. I will show that according to folk 
understanding kinship and neighbourhood are seen as two different and rival categories with different meanings and 
practises. But  the structural patterns of social life, and systems of kinship and inheritance under which kinship becomes 
part of neighbourhood and otherwise, turn them into interchangeable, overlapping and mutually enhancing taxonomic 
ideas that are embodied in daily matters, close proximity and distance, or in the great mystery of ‘blood relation’. In 
Lithuanian kinship and neighbourhood are important principles of social organization that bring people together.   

The paper deals with contemporary and traditional rural contexts of Lithuania. It is based on my ethnographic 
research done in Lithuania since 1998 on the theme of kinship and social and cultural interaction as well as on previous 
ethnographic materials from the Archive of Department of Ethnology, Lithuanian Institute of History. 
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
The Discipline of Sociocultural Anthropology vis-à-vis Politics of Identity in Lithuania  
Vytis Čiubrinskas (Vytautas Magnus University) 

The presentation identifies the factors of development of the discipline of sociocultural anthropology in 
Lithuania by defining its field and scope of research and instruction.  The author pays specific attention to actual 
disciplinary developments of anthropology, how it is rooted and/or shaped by the institutional and methodological 
policies as well as influenced by the dominant discourses and identity politics. 

Sociocultural  anthropology in Lithuania is seen as a  “product of Westernization”, which in most cases came to 
the region through the post-socialist change, as postcolonial and cosmopolitan study of the global human condition in 
comparative and holistic perspectives. Eventually it is a discipline which has challenged the ‘natural’ order of the 
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established social sciences and humanities. Its strong emphasis on cultural relativism also implied politics of identity 
beyond nationalism and Occidentalism.  

Occasionally noticeable xenophobic and arrogant attitudes towards sociocultural anthropology in Lithuania are 
rooted in the general perception that ‘culture’ is an intellectual achievement and also in confusion with national ‘ethnic 
culture’ (Vastokas 2005).   National ‘home bred’ ethnology challenges ‘cosmopolitan’ anthropology by pretending to be 
an expert on “own culture” thus the latter is supposed to do research on ‘the other’. 

So in this case the issue of ‘anthropology at home’ becomes the most challenging phenomenon in the academic 
fields still governed by the politics of national identity.   
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Are There Perspectives for (Real) Multilingualism in Lithuania? 
Ineta Dabašinskienė (Vytautas Magnus University) 

Knowledge of foreign languages facilitates international flow of work force and tourism, enables people to draw 
on the cultural heritage of mankind, and opens up possibilities for economic and political cooperation between 
countries. Joining the EU opened up for Lithuanians enormous possibilities for mobility including academic, professional 
and cultural. It was supposed that political freedom would encourage people from Lithuania and other Baltic countries 
start learning not only English, but also other traditional European languages, French and German in particular.  

The fact that a significant portion of Lithuanians learns foreign languages at school highlights the crucial role of 
education systems in promoting multilingualism. The new Curriculum framework for primary and basic (lower 
secondary) education was approved in 2009. It states that teaching a first foreign language shall start from the second 
grade and a second foreign language shall be introduced in the fourth grade. The linguistic landscape for the 2010/2011 
academic year reveals several important tendencies (the data come from the Ministry of Education and Science of 
Lithuania). First, the statistics of learning English, German and French as compared to the 2004 situation show an 
increase for English (96% - 82%), but a sharp fall for German (2.88% - 14%) and French (0.66% - 2.6%). Next, the most 
popular second foreign language is still Russian (80.9%), followed by German (12.6%), French (3.5%) and English (2.9%). 
Only very small numbers of schoolchildren take up other languages, such as Spanish, Polish and Italian. In view of this it 
would be safe to claim that the preferred English – Russian combination has emerged at the expense of traditional 
linguistic diversity. It seems that economic factors and the prestige of English may play a crucial role here. 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
The Popular Enlightenment In Motion: Or What It Meant to Write in Latvian in the 18th 
Century 
Pauls Daija (University of Latvia) 
Between the 1760s and the 1820s approximately sixty Latvian language books were published by Baltic German 
Lutheran pastors. This occurred in the Latvian speaking regions of the Baltic Sea provinces of the Russian Empire during 
the time of serfdom, when the Latvian language was still regarded as a peasant language and the Latvians themselves a 
peasant class rather than a nation. The number of Latvian books published in this period is no less surprising for an 
expert of Latvian book history than their content, which is mostly secular. The books included not only practical manuals 
in agriculture, but also belletristic fiction, including the first secular poems, short stories and novels. The implicit attempt 
of these books was to cover every single aspect of a peasant's everyday life. The seemingly different books embodied a 
project whose objective was to make a citizen from the uncivilized peasant/savage. This "secular turn" in previously 
religiously oriented Latvian writing practices was, in essence, revolutionary. How can this turn be described and 
interpreted from a contemporary point of view? To what extent was it emancipative, to what extent restrictive? What 
relation did it have to the European Enlightenment? Was it successful, and what were the consequences of the project 
in terms of 19th century nation building? This paper will attempt to give an insight into these questions from a 
comparative perspective, looking at the "secular turn" in Latvian book history as the result of cultural transfer from the 
German Volksaufklärung. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
A House in the Post-Socialist Suburb as Consumption of Status at Heterotopias  
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Gunta Darbiņa (Rīga Stradiņš University) 
Transformation of urban space due to suburbanization has been among the key processes marking the end of socialism. 
Suburban residential areas are a new phenomenon in most post-socialist countries. In Latvia, it is first of all Pierīga, the 
suburban zone surrounding the capital city of Riga, that corresponds to the concept of suburb as developed in classic 
theories of urban space. An active property development in Pierīga began at the turn of the new millennium when the 
real estate market was booming. Many local government authorities envisaged an unprecedented rise in the quantity of 
real property and hurried to plan the development of their territories accordingly. The outcome was dozens of scattered 
real property clusters, built with no overarching communal development plan and underdeveloped infrastructure. A folk 
term for such a type of settlement was soon coined - pļavu ciemi (“the meadow villages”).  New private housing in these 
areas in Pierīga can be compared to heterotopias [described by Foucault (1967)]. These are places that actually exist, are 
not utopic, but their contents are completely different from the surrounding environment. In many places in Pierīga the 
architectural styles of new houses are a stark contrast to the surrounding post-socialist infrastructure. The prices for 
these houses are high but Pierīga has become a desired place of residence. In summer 2011, the author visited 
households in Pierīga and conducted semi-structured interviews with their dwellers. The narratives reveal both 
advantageous and disadvantageous consequences that interviewees’ attribute to their decision made several years ago, 
to acquire real property in a suburb. 
DIVISION:SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY 
 
“A Wondrous Animal”: Estonians and Latvians in Sixteenth and Seventeenth-Century 
Scholarly Literature 
Stefan Donecker (University of Konstanz) 

A satirical poem published in 1707 in the Relationes curiosæ presented a bizarre description of a “wondrous 
animal,” so repulsive that even the devil himself avoided its presence. This strange being was known as a “Livonian 
peasant,” and the learned journal entertained its readers with a meticulous account of its strange and often disgusting 
habits. 

The description in the Relationes curiosæ is a particularly spiteful example of the denigratory attitude towards 
Estonians and Latvians prevalent in the erudite literature of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. In this paper, I 
intend to document the stereotypical image of the indigenous Livonians among early modern men of letters. The 
learned discourse was dominated by two motifs: the alleged vices of the Livonian peasants—in particular their 
inclination towards superstition, paganism and sorcery—and the question whether the strict system of serfdom was 
justified and could contribute to the betterment of the villainous peasants. 

Up to the early seventeenth century, domestic and foreign scholars rarely distinguished between Estonians and 
Latvians. They were aware of the linguistic differences, but they did not consider language to be a significant criterion 
for the determination of ethnicity. Instead, they preferred to label all indigenous Livonians as Undeutsche (“non-
Germans”), regardless of their language. This perspective, however, began to change in the mid-seventeenth century. 
Estonians and Latvians came to be classified as separate ethnic groups, and scholars assigned to them particular ethnic 
characteristics that diversified the common “non-German” stereotype, a shift in ethnic categorization rooted in the 
methodological innovations of seventeenth-century ethnography. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Politicized, Neutral or Engaged? Approaches to Soviet Art in Lithuanian Art History 
Linara Dovydaitytė (Vytautas Magnus University) 
In recent years, the dominant approaches to Soviet art have become objects of criticism in Lithuanian academic texts. 
Two main problematic aspects are usually pointed out: 1) the fact that the Soviet era is generally analysed in the context 
of two differing modes of behaviour – conformism and resistance; 2) the fact that the discussion of Lithuanian artists’ 
relationship with the Soviet regime is based on value judgement. In the field of art history these approaches are mostly 
criticised for being too politicized. As a way from political evaluation of Soviet art a more “neutral” analysis is proposed 
by critically minded art historians. However there is a doubt that writing the history of art, just as the artistic practice, 
can be a politically and ideologically neutral activity in principle. This paper is dedicated to discuss a “third” possible 
approach to Soviet art, i.e. application of politically engaged analysis, such as post-colonial theory. 
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The application of postcolonial theory to post-Soviet art historical writing is quite problematic. On the one hand there is 
a fundamental question whether the occupation by the socialist USSR is equivalent to the capitalist colonization and can 
be analysed from the same theoretical perspective. On the other hand one encounters methodological difficulties as 
post-colonialism focuses mostly on literature, often leaving aside visual arts. With focus on existing (mis)uses of post-
colonial theory in art historical analyses of the late Soviet art, I examine different concepts of post-colonial theory and 
various (dis)advantages of their application to writing the history of Soviet art. 
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
Lifelong Learning in Lithuania: The Attitudes of Adult Learners and Employers 
Leta Dromantienė (Mykolas Romeris University) and  Irena Žemaitaitytė (Mykolas Romeris University) 
The paper discusses the development of the lifelong learning (LLL) system in Lithuania, where demographic factors 
require people to stay in the labour market longer and the rapid development of technologies necessitates continuous 
learning. During the economic recession, both the Lithuanian government and citizenry are challenged by a number of 
new responsibilities and the ability to fulfil them. The development of in-service training has become very important in 
order to stay in the labour market and to successfully pursue a career. The interests of the state, employers, and 
individuals align in this sphere. The aim of the paper is to show the differences in the motivation of Lithuanian adult 
learners in their LLL participation and their attitudes towards overall lifelong learning, as well as the employers’ 
attitudes towards employees’ participation in LLL. An analysis of data from a quantitative survey on adult participation 
in LLL conducted in the frame of international project “Towards a Lifelong Learning Society in Europe: The Contribution 
of the Education System - LLL2010,” which strove to develop and carry out a joint research agenda for the better 
understanding of tensions between a knowledge-based society, LLL, and social inclusion in the context of EU 
enlargement and globalization. The results of survey reveal that the strategy for education and LLL skills upgrading shall 
contribute to future-proofing Lithuania and to the realization of the common European objectives for social cohesion 
and the reduction of unemployment.  
DIVISION: EDUCATION 
 
Scouts and the Smetona Regime: National Ideologies and Cultural Symbolism 
Vilius Dundzila (Harry S Truman College, City Colleges of Chicago) 
The Smetona authoritarian government (1926-1940) nationalized and reorganized the various scout movements in 
Lithuania. His Tautininkai (Nationalist) Party attempted to coopt the scouts to their nationalist ideology. Whereas some 
scouters accepted their political partisanship, some key scout leaders and the scout press resisted the nationalist 
ideology in subtle ways. One of the lasting effects of this process remains off and on scout claims that they are an 
ideological organization, although they disagree as to the content of their ideology. 
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
On Emptiness and the Importance of Maintaining Life 
Dace Dzenovska (University of Latvia) 

Upon arriving in Riga in January 2010, I found myself in the midst of a lively debate about lielā aizbraukšana (the 
great departure). Most people had friends, colleagues, or family members who had left to work in Ireland or England, 
some following the recent economic crisis, while others left long before that. While in public life people were talking 
about the great departure, in policy and research circles scholars were articulating this phenomenon through a discourse 
on the problem of emigration. They recognize that emigration, combined with low-birth rates, could have dire effects 
for the life of the nation.  

In this paper, I will ethnographically explore ways in which Latvia’s rural residents live with the emptying of the 
countryside – the great departure. I will also consider how and with what effects policy makers, scholars, and 
intellectuals constitute the phenomenon of rural emptiness as a problem of demography. In oscillating between these 
different registers of living, thinking, and talking about the emptiness, my aim is to trace what Kathleen Stewart has 
called “a contact zone for analysis” without definitively enclosing it in particular interpretive frames. I wish to see 
whether and how dwelling in this “contact zone” can generate insights that are overlooked by the prevalent scholarly 
and political discourses about migration and demography. 
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 

http://aabs2012.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&category_name=aesthetics-creativity-and-culture
http://aabs2012.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&category_name=aesthetics-creativity-and-culture
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Remembering and Forgetting in the Latvian Post-Communist Historical Narrative: The Case 
of Latvian Women Volunteers of the Red Army  
Daina S. Eglitis (George Washington University) 
This work examines the historical case of Latvian women in the Red Army in World War II, situating the case in the 
sociological literature on collective memory, gender, and power.  This work attempts to return a more nuanced, complex 
history to the Latvian women of the Red Army, a group whose pre-war and wartime experiences do not “make sense” in 
terms of either the dominant Soviet or post-Soviet narratives of history.  Their history has been largely silenced by the 
hegemonies of collective memory in both the Soviet and post-Soviet periods.  In the former, Marxist-Leninist 
historiography privileged the collective subject of the (usually Russian) Soviet patriot and, in particular, the heroic (male) 
soldier. In the latter, the dominant narrative of history is iterated through a historical lens that elevates the resistance of 
Latvian patriots and the victimhood of Latvian people and marginalizes that which is inconsistent with the history that 
was reclaimed after the end of communism. In examining the little-recognized case of women of independent interwar 
Latvia who volunteered for service in the Red Army, the paper highlights ways in which the nexus of ascribed 
characteristics like gender and ethnicity underpin marginality in the hegemonic historical narratives of two different 
eras. It introduces the concept of unruly actors, those whose social actions violate the roles and characteristics ascribed 
by the dominant culture to their gender, ethnicity, or other grouping and, in this way, undermine the unproblematized 
construction of the overarching historical narrative of a community, nation, or country.  DIVISON: SOCIOLOGY, 
PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Ethnic Identity Processes in the Baltic States 
Martin Ehala (University of Tartu) 
 The paper presents the results of a large scale quantitative study of ethnolinguistic vitality of major ethnic 
groups in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and interprets the results for possible ethnic identity processes in the Baltic 
countries. Ethnolinguistic vitality is understood here as ethnic group’s potential for collective action. Vitality processes 
are considered short term (1 to 5 years) and intragenerational. Ethnic identity is understood here broadly as a collective 
identity that is shared by a group that is functioning or able to function as a society. Ethnic identity processes 
(segregation, assimilation and consolidation) are long term (minimum 20 years) processes. 
 The analysis revealed significant differences in vitality of ethnicities in three countries. The vitalities of Estonians 
and Lithuanians are highest while the Latvians’ vitality is slightly lower. As for the Russian minorities, the vitality is 
highest in Latvia and lowest in Lithuania. In Estonia the vitality of Russian-speaking population is slightly lower than in 
Latvia, particularly in the North-East Estonia, but it is quite low in rural areas and small settlements. The Polish in 
Lithuania and Latgalians in Latvia have the lowest vitalities. The results suggest continuation of segregation of Russians 
in Estonia and Polish in Lithuania. Due to low intergroup discordance between Lithuanians and Russians, Russian 
community in Lithuania is likely to assimilate as are Latgalians in Latvia. The Latvian-Russian situation resembles 
unstable equilibrium: the vitality profiles of Latvians and Russians could lead either towards consolidation or separation. 
DIVISION: MINORITIES AND ETHNICITY IN THE BALTICS 
 
Reviving the Nation: Politics and Latvia’s Nationalistic Youth 
Indra Ekmanis (University of Washington) -  
In 1991 Latvia regained its independence in a highly nationalistic movement, successfully overthrowing half a century of 
Soviet occupation. In his analyses of nationalism, Rogers Brubaker points to this type of reactive nationalism, and 20 
years later, as Latvia struggles with economic and minority issues, a reactive radical nationalism may be reemerging in 
Latvia’s 20-30-year-old population — a population that is simultaneously growing in political power. Economic pressures 
in particular have resulted in a mass exodus from the country (25,700 in the last year, according to the Central Statistical 
Bureau of Latvia), the reverse of which indicates that young people choosing to stay in Latvia are bound by something 
that supersedes economic opportunity. In this research, I will attempt to determine the relationship between Latvian 
youth remaining in Latvia and a growing nationalist sentiment, drawing on historical links to past nationalist movements 
and focused on the political consequences of radicalized nationalism. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, LAW 
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“Economically Advantageous” Public Works Tenders as Strategic Complements with Private 
Sector Investment Projects 
Robert Elder (Beloit College) 
Given the constraints that limit the implementation of discretionary monetary or fiscal policies to increase aggregate 
demand nowadays, policymakers must look for other options if they wish to induce expansion.  This paper explores EU 
procurement procedures as a possible venue for transforming a given amount of government purchases into a greater 
amount of aggregate demand.  Current EU rules call for public contracts to be awarded to the lowest price bid or to “the 
most economically advantageous tender.”  If the range of “economically advantageous” proposals were broadened to 
include contractors who identify private sector investment projects that are strategic complements with the public 
works projects upon which they bid, then such firms would undertake additional investment expenditures as a best 
response to winning a government contract, which itself involves government spending.  Adhering strictly to the 
definition of strategic complementarity, firms would have to make the case that such new investment expenditures 
would equal zero if the firm’s bid for the government contract is rejected; this would assure that the additional 
investment undertaken in the event of an accepted bid is not gratuitous.  In sum, by encouraging the search for strategic 
complementarities, procurement policy could endogenize investment expenditures as a positive function of government 
purchases, and aggregate demand could be made larger while governments simultaneously maintain a given level of 
fiscal discipline. 
DIVISION: BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
 
Negotiating  Nation, Locality, and Gender in Exile: Latvian Refugees and Deportees 1940-
1953 
Irēne Elksnis Geisler (Grand Valley State University) 

The concept of locality is paramount to scholarly discussions confronting the relationship between territory and 
identity. Contemporary discourse frequently encourages us to refine the concepts of “nation” and “collective belonging” 
relative to territory and cultural entity. For Latvians who were deported to Siberia, and who fled to the West, the path 
into exile was a journey of border crossings. This was not only a physical experience, but an emotional passage into 
multiple unknowns. Many Latvians in diaspora and former deportees now living in Latvia continue to self-identify with 
origins linked to a distinctive rural Latvian homeland. Accordingly, to lose one’s dzimtene (native place) is analogous to 
losing one’s personhood. As Latvian women and men self-reflect on dzimtene, they reveal the centrality of gender and 
locality in the basic construction of Latvian national identity. 

This paper utilizes the lens of gender to explore and interpret oral narratives of former Latvian refugees and 
deportees of Second World War and Post-war Latvia, specifically in relation to concepts of locality and identity. It finds 
that women, because of their social roles and gender constructs, identified with these ideas differently than did men. 
Throughout the chaos and suffering of war and deportation, women often sought to preserve tradition, social norms 
and customs. During Summer Solstice, refugee women picked Jāņuzāles, flowers with healing properties rooted in 
Latvian folklore. Some deportees made great efforts to bring along folk costumes to Siberia. In the narratives of 
survivors, particularly women, locality shaped experiences and memories, reinforcing the notion of loss of national 
belonging. 
DIVISION: GENDER 
 
How to You Teach American Undergraduates about Estonia? 
Joseph Michael Ellis (Wingate University) 
How do you teach about a country few American undergraduates have heard of and even fewer can locate on a map?  
That has been my challenge in this past year in my role as a political science professor at Wingate University.  As 
someone whose area of interest is the Baltics, I have made teaching this region a priority.  In the Spring 2012, I will be 
teaching a course on Estonian political and economic development – with an emphasis on the Singing Revolution – that 
will culminate with a group trip to Tallinn, Tartu and Pärnu in May 2012.  This paper will investigate the methods used to 
teach Estonia to those who have little familiarity with the country.  One of the strategies used in this course is an 
interactive pedagogy whereby students not only will explore the political dimensions of the Singing Revolution but also 
participate in singing traditional Estonian folk music.  This is a collaborative effort between the disciplines of political 
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science and the chorus department here at Wingate.  This conference will be a great opportunity for me to share my 
own techniques for teaching on Estonia, while also learning from the immense wealth of knowledge available at the 
conference and on the panel. 
DIVISION: ADVANCING BALTIC STUDIES 
 
Arvo Pärt in Digital Culture 
Jeffers Engelhardt (Amherst College) 
This talk examines the digital circulation of Pärt’s work in sample-based musics, remixes, and other forms of musical 
repurposing. In documenting how artists like Lupe Fiasco, Sigur Rós, Mogwai, Murcof, Ricardo Villalobos, Björk, The 
Arcade Fire, Nick Cave, and Radiohead draw upon and invoke Pärt’s music, I draw attention to the discrete sonic 
qualities of Pärt’s tintinnabuli music that inspire these kinds of genre-crossing translations. The qualities of tonality, 
temporality, vocality, form, and expressive discipline that these artists hear in Pärt’s music resonate with the values and 
aesthetics of post-rock, hip-hop, minimalist electronica, glitch beats, post-punk, and indie rock. That Pärt has such pride 
of place in these milieux points to the extensive range of ways musical producers and consumers relate to the sound of 
Pärt’s music per se, apart from its ambiguous yet widely touted genre associations and discursive connections to place, 
history, religion, and biography. Ultimately, the sounds of Pärt’s digital circulation illustrate how global technocultures 
and trans-local music scenes can attenuate (as much as they intensify) the significance of place or region. 
DIVISION: MUSICOLOGY 
 
Security in the Baltic: Swedish Military Assessments of Finland, Estonia and Poland in the 
Interwar Period, 1920-1939 
Fredrik Eriksson (Södertörn University) 
This paper focuses on how Swedish military attachés assessed Finland, Estonia and Poland during the interwar Period.  
The aim is to explain how the attachés described their respective assigned countries concerning military structure and 
development, political development and stability, and the role each state played in the Swedish understanding of 
security in the Baltic.  Based on Swedish material, the paper will address the role each state had in the security policy of 
the region.  Although Sweden was neutral, its neighbors all played vital roles in a regional security system.  In terms of 
theory, the paper relies on belief systems in explaining the foundations for Swedish military assessments of these 
border-states.  In general, the situation after World War I was seen in positive terms as Sweden was protected from 
Russia by a shield of border-states.  At the same time, these states’ political systems were judged as unstable, which 
entailed the expectation of additional incoming information, for example from attachés.  The role of the military attaché 
as an observer of the political and military stability of the new states was crucial.  The information provided by the 
attachés was used in the Defense Commissions of the 1930s.  At the same time, the material they collection gives insight 
into the daily routines of military attachés concerning contacts and judging information.  
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Academic Mobility within University Exchange in the Baltic Sea Region 
Stefan Ewert (University of Greifswald, Germany)  
Starting with some theoretical considerations on the impact of academic exchange and mobility on the development of 
regions and regional identity in general, this paper asks for the empirical background of student and teacher exchange in 
the Baltic Sea Region. Assuming a positive effect of academic exchange on identity formation, the exchange statistics of 
the universities within the region might help to evaluate the prospects of region building and a Baltic Sea Region of 
knowledge. The development of exchange statistics over the period of time from 1990 till today is in the specific focus of 
the analysis. Assuming the political will to build a Baltic Sea Region of knowledge, the second part of the paper 
investigates the political measures needed to enhance regional academic mobility as a contribution to region building. 
The political steering of academic mobility in the region appears as a multilevel governance system, including the 
academic autonomy,(sub-) national policies, the activities of the regional political organizations and the higher 
education policy of the European Union. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
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“Who owns the soil should also sow”—Building the Racial State: Eugenics, Sterilization and 
Race in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania under Authoritarian Rule, 1934-1940 
Björn M. Felder (University of Göttingen) 

The authoritarian statehoods in the Baltics put in place by Päts, Ulmanis and Smetona not only 
contributed to the trend in Western and Central Europe towards fascism, they also provided an important 
aspect of totalitarianism: bio-politics.  

Baltic authoritarianism aimed not only to construct a monolithic and mono-ethic state, but it also 
sought to form the nation biologically: to create a racial state.  Besides creating racial identities through the 
rhetoric of “blood and soil,” race and racial hygiene, the national bio-political programs were expected to 
overcome the alleged demographic crisis, strengthen the “national vitality” for a Darwinian struggle among 
nations, and “enhance” the genetic value of the nation.  The aim of biological homogenization was also due to 
the current discourse of racial anthropology; with their racial identity as “Nordic” nations belonging to the 
“Nordic” race, bio-engineers were to create a racially homogeneous nation.  Even if these states had no official 
xenophobic or racist agenda, national bio-politics necessarily included a racial utopia. 

National eugenics contributed the largest part of authoritarian bio-politics.  Both Estonia and Latvia 
established national eugenic projects (in 1936 and 1937, respectively), including eugenic legislation that 
included eugenic abortion and sterilization, the goals of which were to reduce the number of “inferiors” and 
“improve” the nation genetically.  Even Catholic Lithuania had a hidden eugenic agenda.  

This paper seeks to illustrate the building of the racial state in the Baltic region, the implementation 
there of practical eugenics, and the racial agendas of Baltic authoritarianism, putting these in the context both 
of contemporary concepts of race and eugenics and of bio-politics. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Eric Freedman (Michigan State University) see Kristina Juraitė (Vytautas Magnus University)  
 
The International Dimension of the Restoration of the Right to Land in Lithuania 
Darius Furmonavičius (Lithuanian Research Centre) 
This article examines the current pattern of the restoration of Right to Land in Lithuania after the liberation from Soviet 
occupation in 1991. A comparative analysis of the Lithuanian, Latvian and Estonian cases indicates that despite Baltic 
membership of the EU since 2004 and the adoption of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union which 
came into force in 2010, there are some breaches of Article 17 (Right to property) of the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the European Union in Lithuania. For example, the National Land Agency and the local authorities postponed their 
decisions on the restoration of the property rights to land for 20 years, sold parts of land to third parties and on some 
occasions issued building permits without the knowledge and consent of the landowners. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
Nationalism and Gender in Latvian Caricature (XIX c.- 1940): A Case of ‘Mother Latvia’ 
Gundega Gailīte (Latvian Academy of Arts) 

The paper is devoted to investigating the ways in which Latvian caricature produced otherness, both external 
and internal, with help of the maternal symbol of the nation.  

The symbol of Mother Latvia has been served as a very important element of the national identity since XIX 
century.  Acting as a means of unification, inclusion, it also functioned as a means of exclusion, marking the otherness. 
The materials consist of caricatures of the end of XIX c. – 1940. I intend to explore history of visualization of the symbol, 
its main types, functions, and the ways of producing Self and Other in national, gender, political, and ethnic discourses.  
Caricatures played a role of an important factor of forming national identity in Latvia. In the time of the fight for 
independence the maternal image of the nation helped to mark Latvianness and mobilize Latvians.  

In the time of Latvian Republic caricaturists (Zarins, Zeberins, Tillbergs, Ridans)  exploited ‘Mother Latvia’ as an 
embodiment of strength of the state; care of the nation for its sons and daughters; its moral superiority; its belonging to 
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the European civilization. The symbol was used to establish a norm in gender relations, e.g., claiming maternity as the 
highest destiny of woman and blaming feminism. It was exploited in political struggle: political opponents were marked 
as ‘disloyal children’ of Mother Latvia. In the same manner it contributed to marking otherness in interethnic relations. 

My analysis focuses, besides the narrative means, on the visual ones (size, composition, and color of the  
images). 
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
60 Years after the Establishment of the American Latvian Association: A Search for a 
New Mission 
Ilze Garoza (American Latvian Association) 
This paper evaluates the work of the American Latvian Association 60 years after its establishment and 20 years after 
one of its main goals – reestablishment of Latvia’s independence - has been fulfilled. The role of the American Latvian 
Association in coordinating Latvian emigre efforts to preserve their ancestral language and culture and promoting 
freedom for their homeland is unparralleled, however, with the aging and dwindling ALA’s membership, the 
organization faces a set of existential challenges regarding its role, its goals, and its mission for the future. This 
evaluation based on interviews with the ALA board members and staff and a survey of existing and potential members 
will seek to answer questions – what are the strengths and weaknesses, opportunities and threats to the American 
Latvian Association 60 years after its establishment, and what mission and goals should the organization set for the 
future? 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, LAW 
 
Enterprise Level Industrial Relations in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania: An Empirical Analysis 
Monika Gonser (University of Osnabrück, Germany) 
The paper at hand presents the findings of a Ph.D. project. First, it offers a structured comparison of framework 
conditions of enterprise level industrial relations in the countries observed. Second, it explores the question in how far 
the results of this comparison can explain the specifically weak effect the collective representation of labor interests has 
on employee living conditions in these states when compared to other Central and Eastern European countries. Third, it 
discusses hypotheses that might explain specific Baltic labor weakness on the basis of expert interviews with employee 
and employer representatives in three sectors, energy and gas, transport and retail trade. The interviews were 
conducted in 2009 and 2010 in each of the three countries. The paper concludes by giving an educated guess on the 
relevance of on-going processes like the financial crisis and the dominating ethnic cleavage in Estonia and Latvia for the 
future of collective interest representation in Baltic industrial relations. The discussed findings and hypotheses are of 
scientific relevance in so far as they cast light on specifically Baltic industrial relations conditions that are part of a 
greater debate on a number of Central and Eastern European countries. This debate includes the influence of MNC 
countries on industrial relations, the question of convergence or path dependency of industrial relations developments, 
and the impact of the economic and political integration of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 
DIVISION:  SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Living as an Alien: Self-Exclusion of Ethnic Russian Stateless Persons in Estonia 
Denis Gruber (St. Petersburg State University) 

Citizenship in modern societies regulates the formal membership of an individual in a nation state and acts as a 
mechanism of inclusion and exclusion. Post-communist Estonian political leaders understood restitution as the best 
possibility to solve the minority question of ethnic Russians. Restitution meant that neither the ethnic population 
movements of WWII,  nor the ethnic structure influenced by the Soviet migration policy, were taken as “starting points” 
for citizenship regulations. The formula for citizenship rights was tradition instead of integration. The citizenship law did 
not only imply status differences between Estonian and Russian citizens, but also within the group of ethnic Russians 
(divided in non-homogeneous social groups as Russian and Estonian citizens and stateless persons). A specific issue of 
stateless persons who are living with alien passports lies in the fact that state welfare achievements can be received 
unproblematically ("compensatory inclusion"), but their “political inclusion” did not take place to a full extent. They can 
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be defined as "denizens" (Hammar 1990) who have their own legal and long-term guaranteed residential status and are 
also members of the state community; nevertheless, they do not have full political rights. 

One of my main questions, based on interviews with 45 Russians, was why ethnic Russians in Estonia opted for 
Estonian or Russian citizenship and why a large part of this group has remained stateless. It highlighted on one hand the 
“Fremdexklusion” (exclusion by the “other”) of the Estonian nation-state to exclude Russian minorities from citizenship; 
on the other hand, individual strategies of Russian minorities to circumvent the integration process (“self-exclusion”). 
DIVISION:  SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Light – Source, Meaning, Metaphor in Early Modern Poetry in Latvian 
Māra Grudule (University of Latvia) 
This paper will deal with the image of light in Latvian Lutheran hymnals in the so called first Golden Age of 
Latvian poetry on the brink of the 17th and 18th centuries. Seventeenth century science, especially research 
into optics, inspired artists to give light more symbolic value, and the same can be said of literature and 
religious verse. In them the image of light is used in a variety of ways, from a flickering candle in the dark to 
beams of sunlight in the morning and eventide. This paper will discuss the sources of light (the sun, the moon, 
and the candle) and the meaning of the images in the context of baroque literature, the arts, and pastoral 
poetry. As most of the texts are brief translations from German (from Simon Dach, Paul Gerhardt, Angelus 
Silesius, etc.), this paper will address the problem of cultural transfer and discuss the cases when the image 
has been replaced by a different one (e.g., in many texts in Latvian the candle appears instead of the 
“German” Sun) or exaggerated.  
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Development of the Welfare State in the Baltic Countries: Same Circumstances, Different 
Results 
Liutauras Gudžinskas (University of Vilnius) 
This paper deals with the development of welfare policies in Baltic countries. Welfare state development is analysed as a 
part of an ongoing process of postcommunist transformation of these societies. It is a complex, slow-moving and even 
more controversial process than other transitional processes such as liberalization or democratization. A more detailed 
analysis of healthcare reforms in Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia shows that despite many similarities there are important 
differences in how and when these reforms have been enacted and the results they have brought. While Estonia made 
path-breaking decisions to reform the Soviet system of healthcare by introducing compulsory social insurance even 
before its official declaration independence, other Baltic countries significantly lagged behind by choosing to continue 
with the Soviet system of financing healthcare from the general budget. Due to different early decisions there have been 
important divergences in terms of how the healthcare systems have been effective in achieving their main goals and 
how they have been prevented from fiscal shocks, development of political patronage ties, and institutionalisation of 
informal payments. In addition to the comparative historical analysis, the paper will explain why different trajectories 
among these countries were chosen. It will also try to compare whether the same tendencies can be detected with 
other major welfare policies (such as education and social security), and it will discuss the broader implications for the 
effective functioning of the state in these countries. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Integration or Segregation: Polish Minority in Lithuania 
Algimantas Gureckas (Independent Scholar, Germantown, MD, USA) 
 Polish people constitute the largest national minority in Lithuania.  There are 213 thousand Poles in Lithuania, 
6.6 percent of the 3.2 million total population in that country;  44 percent of the Lithuania's Poles live in the capital city  
Vilnius,  46 percent in the countryside around Vilnius, and 10 percent elsewhere in Lithuania.   
 The districts around Vilnius, where the Poles are the  majority of the population, constitute a Polish ethnic 
enclave that is separated from the main Polish area in Poland by a wide area inhabited by Lithuanians and Belarusians. 
 Until 1920 there was no Polish immigration and settlement in the countryside around Vilnius.  Polish settlers 
from the 1920-1939 period,  left after World War II during repatriation of  Poles from Lithuania.   The remaining 
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Lithuania's Poles are of Lithuanian descent.  They became Polish entirely as a result of an intensive Polonization of  
Lithuanian peasants during the 19th and the beginning of the 20th   centuries. 
 Since Lithuania has regained its independence in 1990,  a Polish political party has  dominated  municipal 
governments in two Polish majority districts in the vicinity of Vilnius.  The Polish political leadership has adopted a policy 
of unalloyed hostility and confrontation  toward  Lithuania's government and the Lithuanian nation.      
Polish leaders reject and resist any integration of  Polish people into the life of the country.  The  government of  Poland 
fully supports the leadership of Lithuania's Polish minority.  This has caused considerable apprehension in Lithuania 
about the ultimate results of  such a policy of self-segregation.  
DIVISION: MINORITIES AND ETHNICITY IN THE BALTICS 
 
Development of the Welfare State in Baltic Countries: Same Circumstances, Different Results 
Liutauras Gudžinskas (Vilnius University)  
This paper deals with the development of welfare policies in Baltic countries. Welfare state development is analysed as a 
part of an ongoing process of postcommunist transformation of these societies. It is a complex, slow-moving and even 
more controversial process than other transitional processes such as liberalization or democratization. A more detailed 
analysis of healthcare reforms in Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia shows that despite many similarities there are important 
differences in how and when these reforms have been enacted and the results they have brought. While Estonia made 
path-breaking decisions to reform the Soviet system of healthcare by introducing compulsory social insurance even 
before its official declaration independence, other Baltic countries significantly lagged behind by choosing to continue 
with the Soviet system of financing healthcare from the general budget. Due to different early decisions there have been 
important divergences in terms of how the healthcare systems have been effective in achieving their main goals and 
how they have been prevented from fiscal shocks, development of political patronage ties, and institutionalisation of 
informal payments. In addition to the comparative historical analysis, the paper will explain why different trajectories 
among these countries were chosen. It will also try to compare whether the same tendencies can be detected with 
other major welfare policies (such as education and social security), and it will discuss the broader implications for the 
effective functioning of the state in these countries. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
Werner Hasselblatt on Cultural Autonomy: A Forgotten Manuscript 
Jörg Hackmann (University of Szczecin) 
During the years Werner Hasselblatt spent in Estonia, while pushing the well known project of cultural autonomy for 
Estonia’s national minorities he was also working on an accompanying book project.  It would seem that the manuscript 
remained unfinished in Estonia, and Hasselblatt headed for Berlin in 1931 to take up new responsibilities in Germany as 
secretary of the association of German national groups in Europe.  The manuscript was rediscovered only in the 1990s.  
Although the text was far from finished, it offers an opportunity to examine Hasselblatt’s notion of cultural autonomy 
first against the background of Baltic German politics in Estonia, and second with regard to Hasselblatt’s own shift 
towards Nazi minority and nationality politics after 1933.  This paper gives a critical assessment of the manuscript and of 
the Baltic German discourse on cultural autonomy. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Four Baltic Proposals for European Unification in World War II 
Pauli Heikkilä (University of Tartu) 

During World War II, the general trend in post-war planning by the Western allies was to create a permanent 
system for European international politics.  This meant federations for the entire continent or, less ambitiously, on a 
regional basis.  The work of governmental offices was supported also by exile politicians. This paper will present four 
Baltic proposals for European (and Baltic) reconstruction and compare them with each other and with the overall plans 
in general. 

The best-known proposal, by the Lithuanian Kazys Pakštas, was outlined in his book Baltoscandian 
Confederation, published by the Lithuanian Cultural Institute in Chicago in 1942.  The Latvian legation in Washington, 
D.C., had a similar intention when in 1943 they published Alfred Bīlmanis’ Baltic States in Post-War Europe.  Behind 
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closed doors, Estonian Alexander Warma handed his plans for consolidating European peace to an American official in 
Helsinki in December 1942.  Lastly, Jānis Volmārs finished his book on European customs union in Braunschweig as late 
as 1949, but as his premises apply explicitly to the situation preceding the war, it is justified to include his book here. 

A comparison of these proposals shows that the plans differed not only in their concept of the Baltic but also 
how it was related to the expected forthcoming European federation.  They also disagreed on the tasks and duties of 
their proposed union.  However, the proposals agreed on maintaining peace and stated that the purpose of a Baltic 
union was to assist in avoiding the conflicts of the greater powers. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
My Grandparents’ Kaunas: Searching for the 1920s in 2010 
Nancy L. Heingartner (University of Wisconsin-Madison) 
This paper investigates the experiences in Lithuania of Robert Heingartner, a career U.S. diplomat who served as 
American consul in Kaunas from 1926 to 1928, and describes the experiences I shared with Wisconsin-Madison emeritus 
Professor of History Alfred Senn in 2010 as we retraced Heingartner’s steps in Lithuania of the 1920s.  A career diplomat 
(and my paternal grandfather), Robert Heingartner spent most of his life abroad, primarily in Western European capitals, 
and kept a careful diary for much of his diplomatic career, documenting events that both politically and personally were 
of note.  Professor Senn has edited Heingartner’s diary and published it in 2009 as Lithuania in the 1920s: A Diplomat’s 
Diary, Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2009.  The diary makes it clear that the life of a U.S. diplomat abroad in the first half of the 
twentieth century was very different from that of one in the early twenty-first century.  Most importantly, life moved at 
a much slower pace—air travel was uncommon and radios were considered high-tech.  In his diary, Heingartner 
describes countless social events he attended in Kaunas.  Though one might be tempted to think that his life consisted of 
nothing but parties, in truth, social events served a very important function.  Without the technologically advanced 
means of collecting intelligence that exist today, in 1920s Lithuania these gatherings were the main way that foreign 
diplomats gained access to “insider” information on conditions and attitudes in society.  
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
The Avant-Garde in the Market Square 
Tiit Hennoste (University of Tartu) 

The situation in world literature has changed radically in the last 15 years. The most important changes are 
concentrated around media, advertising, selling and the star-cult.  

The literature process is characterized as a reality show which has its central participants: the writer as the star 
of the show, his/her agent and editor, advertisers, media, the publishing house, and hypermarkets and malls instead of 
bookstores. Literature is produced like other products in the market (name+price+producer+best before). Everybody can 
be a star; only the right package and right strategy for selling are needed. On the other hand, the Internet makes it 
possible to offer everything by everybody (new dilettantism), and makes it possible to comment on everything by 
everybody (anonymous comments as the new criticism which has changed the relationships between critics and 
writers). 

The qualities of the situation lie in the opposition between the qualities of the situation which gave birth to the 
avant-garde at the beginning of the 20th century and the neo-avant-garde of the 1960s and the 1990s in Estonian 
literature (little magazines and newspapers, personal publishing, small groups of readers etc.). At the same time, the 
Internet has, for the first time, made it possible to truly realize the ideas of Futurism and Dadaism.  

This new situation has come to Estonian literature mainly in the last 10 years and  may characterize the coming 
years of Estonian literature.  

The main question of my presentation is: how are the Estonian avant-garde and modernism reacting to this 
situation? Do we have avant-garde at all or only textual experiments? What happens to literature which does not want 
to follow the institutional line? 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Energy Consumption and the Built Environment: Estonia into the 2020s 
Marie-Alice L'Heureux (University of Kansas) 
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In 1993 as part of the Energy and Environment division at the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory in California, I 
analyzed the energy data for the housing sector of Estonia.  Almost half the housing units were in complexes with 
greater than 10 units; the energy was centrally provided; and individual units were not metered. Much of the housing 
built since then has been single family or duplex units. Most Estonians also now own the housing they live in regardless 
of tenure. Many of these are among the mass housing units constructed during Soviet times. 

Housing size has increased since the Soviet period from 54 square meter average to over 90 square meters. The 
pre-independence housing stock was also fairly old. Only 11% of the housing had been built in the twenty years before 
independence in 1991. 

This paper uses energy consumption data from the transition era (1990-1997) and compares it to current energy 
consumption data and suggests probable directions in the next twenty years with a focus on the social and cultural 
aspects of energy use. 
DIVISION: ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
 
How Can the Baltic States Increase the Impact of their International Development 
Cooperation? 
Hilmar Hilmarsson (University of Akureyri, Iceland)  
The Baltic States have all initiated their international development assistance programs. Multilaterally they are engaged 
in international financial institutions like the World Bank Group and the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. This is in addition to their participation to European Union programs. Bilaterally they have selected 
partner countries and priority sectors in Europe and Central Asia. The presentation will discuss the current aid programs 
of the Baltic States in their partner countries. It will then focus on possible options for the Baltic States to increase the 
impact of their development assistance programs. This will include discussions about possible benefits of enhancing 
their cooperation with other donors and international organizations that are active in their partner countries as well as a 
different choice of aid instruments. The current institutional structure for international development cooperation in the 
Baltic States will also be discussed including possible institutional reforms and restructuring to increase their capacity to 
assist partner countries in transition more effectively. The presentation will be based on review of theoretical literature, 
interviews, analysis of secondary data as well as the author’s operational experience from the World Bank Group in 
Europe and Asia and as former chairman of the Icelandic International Development Agency. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 

 
On the Masculinity Crisis in the Literary Works of A. H. Tammsaare: The Master of Kõrboja 
(1922) 
Mirjam Hinrikus (Under-Tuglas Centre for Literary Research, Estonia) 
In his essay „Literary Style“ (1912), critic Friedebert Tuglas (1886-1971), a leading figure in the Young Estonia movement, 
made the following claim about modernity and Estonian life: „the city, a new tempo of life, and a new psychology…have 
not neglected to make their appearance here “. Tuglas summarizes these three factors as „the intellectual urbanization 
of the country“. The writer who most deeply articulated the dynamics behind this statement was A. H. Tammsaare 
(1878-1940). A crucial thematic line both in Tammsaare´s short novel The Master of Kõrboja (Kõrboja peremees, 1922), 
and the first and last volumes of his epic novel Truth and Justice (Tõde ja õigus) was the penetration of  technology, 
capitalism and urban mentality into the countryside, with the resultant profound alienation of humans from nature and 
agrarian society more generally.  These problems are, in turn, fraught with shifts in gender relations, specifically, a crisis 
in masculinity. 
Anna, the  female protagonist of Tammsaare`s short novel The Master of Kõrboja, is an emancipated woman whose 
behaviour is marked by both the new tempo of life and urban „nervousness“, features perceived as are alien in the rural 
village to which she returns as the unmarried sole heir of the prosperous Kõrboja farm.  Her chosen, Villu, heir of the 
Katku farm,  is disabled due to an accident. Villu`s masculinity is constructed according to the gender expectations of the 
rural society, but it falls short of the full measure of physical health; the crisis of Villu`s masculinity leads eventually to 
his suicide. This paper will analyze the disintegration of representations of gender in the novel. 
DIVISION: GENDER 
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The Politics of Contact: The Émigré Debate over Cultural Exchanges and the American 
Leningrad Consulate 
Jonathan H. L’Hommedieu (Armstrong Atlantic State University) 
During the late 1950s and 1960s, a new generation of politically active Baltic émigrés residing in the United 
States reassessed their predecessors’ strategies in the fight against the Soviet occupation of their homelands. 
While many strategies were reaffirmed, such as ensuring the continuation of the non-recognition policy, many 
émigrés pursued new initiatives, notably establishing contacts in the Baltic Soviet republics.  Members of the 
older generation who pursued an exclusionary policy towards the Soviet republics were adamantly opposed to 
such contacts.  This intergenerational dynamic created a small, but noticeable level of tension within the Baltic 
émigré communities.  The decisions by the United States Department of State to begin cultural exchanges with 
the Baltic Soviet republics in 1968 and to open a consulate in Leningrad in 1972 not only elevated the debate 
over contact within the Baltic émigré communities, but also helped to define the nature of relations between 
American officials and their Baltic constituents during this period.  This paper will examine the following 
questions: How did the American proposals influence the debate within national Baltic organizations over the 
question of contact? How did American officials react to pressure applied by their constituents over this issue?  
To what extent did the interpretation of the non-recognition policy evolve as a result of these proposals?  
Finally, how does this demonstrate levels of evolution between two generations of Baltic émigrés? 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Jonas Mekas: OV (Original Vlogger) 
Bjorn Ingvoldstad (Bridgewater State University) 
In addition to his work as film critic, curator, and archivist, Jonas Mekas has also secured his place in film 
history with his prolific series of "film diaries." With the ascension of YouTube and the practice of video 
blogging (or vlogging as it is sometimes called), we might fruitfully understand Mekas’ film diaries as pre-Web 
vlogs. As the line between producers and consumers becomes increasingly blurred, Mekas continues to claim 
a position as video auteur through his eponymous website, jonasmekasfilms.com. This presentation focuses 
upon Mekas' use of the Web to extend his "diary" (and its attendant archive) online. Though largely a text-
based discussion, I argue for the industrial importance of online and global Baltic cinema distribution -- not 
just in the coming years and decades, but also in the present moment.  
DIVISION: COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA 
 
Memory and Catharsis in Ene Mihkelson, Sofi Oksanen, & W.G. Sebald   
Maire Jaanus (Barnard College / Columbia Graduate School)  
Neuroscience gives us seemingly many new “facts” about memory. We know that we mix new information with old and 
store them together so that there is no pure memory; we know that we do not have a core identity that remains the 
same through time, and that information coming into the brain is immediately split into fragments that are sent to 
different parts of the mind so that the consonants and vowels of even a single word are lodged in separate sites. We 
also know something new about the destruction of memory from the stages by which it is seemingly lost in Alzheimer’s. 
This information gives new life to questions raised about remembering and forgetting by thinkers and writers in the 
past, such as Plato, Augustine, Proust, Freud, and Lacan, many of whom were already (since Nietzsche) particularly 
interested in forgetting, ignorance, aporias, or synapses, either in the name of life and creativity or, as in the case of 
Freud, in the interests of eradicating symptoms and traumas. What makes possible an emptying that leads to the birth 
of the new? Is the complete purgation or catharsis (in Aristotle’s sense) of the symptoms and traumas of an individual or 
a culture possible? Is there only what Sebald calls “the natural history of destruction,” an underside of history that 
leaves us with no memory at all and that we have preferred to ignore?  What happens to narrativity under such new 
conditions and where do we locate the love that was once an inalienable part of our humanity?  
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
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The Polish Connection: Lithuanian Music and the Warsaw Autumn Festival 
Lisa Jakelski (University of Rochester) 
Since its inception in 1956, the Warsaw Autumn International Festival of Contemporary Music has facilitated cross-
border contact. Standard accounts of the Warsaw Autumn highlight its status as a unique zone of aesthetic liberalism 
and East-West cultural exchange during the Cold War. Yet the festival has linked more than the Cold War’s opposing 
realms of geopolitical influence. This paper considers how the Warsaw Autumn contributed to the formation of 
transnational ties among the Baltic States during the late socialist period. I focus on a specific moment in Warsaw 
Autumn history: the 1983 performance of Bronius Kutavičius’s Last Pagan Rites (1978), a work that was quickly 
proclaimed a masterpiece after its premiere in the composer’s native Lithuania. Drawing upon archival documentation, 
journalistic reception, oral history, and published memoirs, I trace the informal, personal connections that bypassed 
official channels of Polish-Soviet interaction to bring Kutavičius’s work to Poland. I also explore the complex responses 
Last Pagan Rites received at the Warsaw Autumn, where critics heard the piece both as exotic and as a political 
metaphor. Based upon this case study, I will suggest that the performance of Lithuanian music at the Warsaw Autumn 
reconfigured older Polish-Lithuanian cultural connections while presaging the ties of the post-Cold War era. 
DIVISION: MUSICOLOGY 
 
Past, Present and Future Perspectives: The Poles in Lithuania 1938 and 2011  
Giedrius Janauskas (Vytautas Magnus University) 
 The main focus of this paper is related to two significant dates. The first is the 1938 Polish ultimatum to 
Lithuania and the reaction of Lithuania‘s Polish community. The second is the year 2011 and the fight for Polish national 
minority rights in Lithuania. The comparison is based on the evaluation of the political situation, the position of 
Lithuania‘s Polish community, and the Lithuanian—as the majority group—attitude   toward the rising disputes. The 
question about future development of Polish-Lithuanian relationship depends on many factors. This presentation 
examines some of them:  state politics, the process of civil society formation, and memory. 
DIVISION: MINORITIES AND ETHNICITY IN THE BALTICS 
 
The Baltic Question in the Structure of Cold War Axiology and Metageography: The 
American Perspective of the 1950s  
Leo Jansons (University of Latvia)  

This paper provides a dynamic, historically based and analytically orientated review of the Baltic question in the 
changeable structure of Cold War axiology and metageography as reflected in American historical sources produced in 
the mid- to late 1950s.  This was an era when both Cold War classical geopolitics and surviving elements of Baltic 
statehood faced new challenges and underwent principal, irreversible transformations. 

Even though the Baltic states remained part of the USSR following World War II, several Western countries, 
including the United States, worked to preserve for them a degree of statehood and sovereignty.  Thus, the Baltic 
countries (and what became known in post-war international relations as “the Baltic question”) provide a useful case 
study of how the United States constructed and envisioned the fate of so called small European captured nations.  

The case of the Baltic states can be analyzed from several different perspectives: first, as it was seen by the 
members of the Baltic diplomatic corps who still worked in the West; second, from the point of view of the Soviet 
government, from whose point of view the former Baltic states were merely three of fifteen Soviet republics, with no 
particular place in regional and global policy; and third, from the point of view of those Western countries, such as the 
United States, where elements of former Baltic statehood were able to survive and continue their latent existence 
during the entire post-war period until the collapse of the USSR.  
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Excluded Histories; Why the Gulag Will Not Die 
Karl Jirgens (University of Windsor)  
In Truth and Power French post-structural critic Michel Foucault speaks of “exclusion” as part of a socio-political power 
struggle to engender “truth”, noting that such truths often prove to be subject to change. Vladimir Putin’s recent revisionist 
histories forwarded through Russia’s educational system seek to omit references to the Gulag and instead feature 
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portrayals of Joseph Stalin as a strong but successful leader (see: Russian high-school teachers’ manual: A Modern History 
of Russia: 1945–2006: A Manual for History Teachers).   Yet, Foucault contends that Russia’s “great silence” in the face of 
an estimated 30 million dead in the Gulag constitutes an untenable exclusionism. Survivors of the Gulag and the Holocaust 
include writers such as Peter Moen (Norwegian prisoner, journalist, resistance fighter),  Alexander Pelēcis (Latvian prisoner, 
Gopper Literary Prize winner),  and Balys Sruoga (Lithuanian, held prisoner by Nazis and Soviets. His 1957 book, Dievu 
Miškas, translation,  Forest of the Gods, 1996, was produced as a full-length motion picture, directed by Algimantas Puipa, 
2005). Such first-hand written histories are supported by documentations including Dzintra Geka’s 1400 page account 
Sibirijas Berni (Children of Siberia) and her film, Greetings From Siberia. More recently, rapidly expanding internet 
documentations ensure that the history of the Gulag will not die. This talk addresses the impact of growing 
documentations moving from print, to cinema, to internet as they resurrect formerly obscured human atrocities,  making 
them readily available to international global audiences.  
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Journalism Education in a Changing Lithuania: Challenges Twenty Years after the Restoration 
of Independence 
Kristina Juraitė (Vytautas Magnus University) and Eric Freedman (Michigan State University)  
During Lithuania's twenty years of independence, journalism education has evolved dramatically from the rigid, theory-
driven pedagogical approach of the Soviet era. However, journalism instructors and their institutions still face significant 
challenges in producing graduates who can become ethical and fair professionals with the skills essential for careers in a 
rapidly changing media environment. This paper begins with an overview of journalism education in Lithuania, including 
the early phase of the 1920s-1940s (first independence period) and the Soviet era, traces subsequent changes in 
journalism education since restoration of independence in 1990, and explores several major contemporary challenges 
confronting journalism education in the country today, including theory-based training, lack of sufficient facilities to 
teach applied skills, and the poor image of journalists in the public. To provide additional context, the paper also 
describes representative challenges facing journalism education in several post-Soviet countries that in contrast to 
Lithuania have not adopted pluralistic, market-based press systems and do not respect press freedom. The role of 
training and education of journalists seems to be of particular significance in bringing journalism students as close to 
practice as possible, at the same time allowing analysis and reflection that is necessary for journalists to fully understand 
both the methods involved in news reporting and writing, and the social impact of proliferating market journalism. The 
paper aims to show that despite regularly updated curricula, journalism education has trouble building more solid 
bridges between academia and the media industries, as well as preparing graduates for a more successful entry into a 
job-market. 
DIVISION: COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA 
 
KGB Use of the Soviet Film Industry: The Spy Movie The White Boat (Tallinnfilm, 1970) 
Ivo Juurvee (University of Tartu) 

Academic research on the role of the KGB in the Soviet propaganda apparatus has mostly concentrated on its 
efforts against Western countries.  This paper examines KGB involvement in film production for the Soviet domestic 
market.  Using surviving production documentation on the film Valge laev (“The White Boat”), other available archival 
sources, and memoirs and interviews of the film crew, this paper seeks to answer the following questions: What were 
KGB objectives?  How was KGB direction of production process practically organized?  Were the objectives met? 

Made by the Estonian SSR film company Tallinnfilm in 1969-1970, “The White Boat” differed in one aspect from 
other Soviet movies—most of it was film in Stockholm.  The story follows a group of Estonian youth who, under 
influence of Western propaganda (mainly Voice of America broadcasts), make the decision to flee to Sweden.  In 
Stockholm they meet members of the Estonian diaspora and are used for purposes of anti-Soviet propaganda until a 
bold KGB operation saves the situation. 

The film was a rather swift reaction to the Prague Spring of 1968—part of measures taken by the KGB to avoid 
anything of the kind happening in the USSR.  Even before the director was chosen, Tallinnfilm hired a consultant for the 
movie, and individual who appeared to be the head of the Second Department (counterintelligence) of the Estonian SSR 
KGB. In its description of the Estonian diaspora, the film’s scenario copied from the KGB handbook.  While the film’s 



 24 

primary target audience was Estonian youth, its impact on them was dubious.  The film was intended to discredit the 
Estonian diaspora and the Voice of America, but it also revealed that the living standard in Sweden was obviously much 
higher than in Soviet Estonia.   
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Interpretation of a ‘Petrified Negative Construction’ in Lithuanian  
Violeta Kalėdaitė (Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania) 

Most research devoted to existential sentences (ES) in the world‘s languages has concentrated on the 
‘mainstream’ ES construction and the features considered salient to existential sentences in general (empty 
(grammatical) subjects, the definiteness restriction, or the semantic classes of verbs eligible for existential assertion).  

The aim of this paper is to offer an existential interpretation of a language-specific sentence type, or ‘petrified 
negative construction’ in Lithuanian, whose peculiarity lies in its syntactic organization and the grammatical form that the 
obligatory elements of the construction take: 

Kojos         nėra    kur      pastatyti! 
leg:GENsg not-is where  put:INF 
‘There is no place to put a foot in!’/‘It is not possible to find some place to put a foot in!’ 
The paper examines the Lithuanian construction in terms of its existential import and the modal value of the 

proposition related to the (non-)existence of a ‘possibility’for carrying out an action referred to by the infinitive. The 
Lithuanian construction is discussed in the light of analyses proposed for the Greek ‘potential’ esti + infinitive 
construction by Kahn (1973), the Russian BKI construction (Rappaport 1986), infinitival relative clauses in Baltic (Holvoet 
1999)  and the gerundive there-construction in English (Erdmann 1976, Kjellmer 1980). 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Linking Experiences: Aspects of the Development of Latvian Literature in the 19th and 21st 
Centuries 
Benedikts Kalnačs (University of Latvia) 

The starting point of my paper is provided by an assumption that an understanding of the future is impossible 
without evaluating the experiences of the past; I argue that by grasping trends of 19th century Latvian literature it is also 
possible to attempt prognoses of what we can expect in the years to come.  

In my opinion, there is a certain parallelism in literary developments that followed the reestablishment of the 
national states in the Baltic region at the end of the 20th century and activities that arose from the abolition of bondage 
of Estonian and Latvian peasants in the 1810s. After initial uncertainty in the 19th century, there was a period of 
turbulent assertion of national pride that characterized the development of local societies. However, the initial 
successes were followed by a period of stagnation.  

In my paper I will discuss reasons why the initially rapid ascent of national ideas came to a stalemate during the 
later 19th century, and how this trend can possibly be related to contemporary processes and perspectives. I’ll also 
provide a case study of how Rūdolfs Blaumanis, one of the major authors of the late 19th century, dealt with the 
uncertainties he faced choosing the language of his literary works while living and being educated in a multiethnic 
environment similar to those found in many global communities.      
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
The Verbs of Speech as Grammatical Markers of Evidentiality in Latvian 
Liene Kalviša (University of Latvia) 

Evidentiality is associated with one of the semantic parameters of the statement, namely, with the reference to the 
source of information. It is semantic category, whose primary meaning is to indicate the source of information. 
Evidentiality is traditionally divided in two main categories: 

- direct evidentiality, which shows that the speaker has directly witnessed the action; 
- indirect evidentiality, which shows that the speaker has no direct evidence for his/her statement, but has other 

sources for making the statement (for example, information is reported or inferred). 
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There can be different levels of the source of indirectly received information – the source can be specific and it can 
be general as well. The use of markers of indirectly received information is one of the main parts of everyday 
communication and language system in general. Indirect evidentials can be inferentials, which mean that the speaker 
has inferred the action from available evidence, and quotatives which state that the speaker knows about the event 
from being told by another person. 

The attention will be paid to the indirect evidentiality and its manifestation in Latvian and the analysis will include 
the verbs of speech and their connection with evidentiality, as well as the process of grammaticalization of particular 
verbs. The paper will present the analysis of different types of reported information and the semantics of some verbs of 
speech in different contexts and syntactic constructions.  
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 

 
Ilze Šķipsna’s Prose and Women’s Writing: Woman and Double Exile 
Zita Karkla (University of Latvia) 

Ilze Šķipsna was born in 1928 in Riga. She left Latvia preceeding the second Soviet occupation toward the end of 
1944. After spending her ”displaced person” years in the refugee camp in Fischback, Germany, she left for the United 
States where most of her life was spent in Texas. Šķipsna died in January 1981. Her major prose texts include two 
volumes of short stories: Wind Flutes (1961) and The Middle Reality (1974) and two novels: Beyond the Seventh Bridge 
(1965) and Unpromised Lands (1970).  

Double exile in Šķipsna’s prose is not only physical exile living outside one’s homeland, but also the marginalized 
situation in which a woman is found when living and writing in patriarchal society. Being at the periphery, women might 
have an experience of exile that differs from that of men.  

Šķipsna, inscribing in culture woman’s experience in exile, subverts fixed meanings in favor of plurality and 
diversity. Women in Šķipsna’s prose are living in double exile, both outside their homeland and in patriarchal society. In 
this situation, Šķipsna looks at the process of searching for one’s true identity where the ambivalent mother – daughter 
relations, the notions of woman’s language, woman and silence and woman’s space are important as they talk about 
balancing one’s past and present in order to reach a continuity and to be able to live a full life in the present. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Informal and Formal Civil Society: Latvia’s Countryside 
Rasma Kārkliņa (University of Latvia / Professor Emerita, University of Illinois at Chicago)  
Scholars use standard ways to measure political participation and civil society in countries worldwide. This paper argues 
that standard measures have to be adjusted in cases where informal civic participation prevails, such as in Latvia’s 
countryside. Due to the legacies of the Soviet communist regime, formal civic participation in postcommunist countries 
such as Latvia is underdeveloped, as has been shown by the work of Marc M. Howard and others. Yet, their findings are 
based on a narrow conception of civil society as consisting of organized societal groups engaged in sustained activity. I 
argue that in the case of societies emerging form repressive regimes, measures of participation need to include a myriad 
of informal phenomena. My research on informal societal involvement in rural communities of Latvia is based on the 
„perspective from below,” e.g. in-depth interviews, participant observation, and the analysis of local media accounts. I 
find that there is more civil society than conventional methods and paradigms allow us to discern. The implication is that 
“postcommunist” societies are more participatory than meets the eye. Much civic participation, cooperation, and 
protest in Latvia’s countryside is unorganized and spontaneous. The paper presents a typology of such informal activity 
and discusses whether it can evolve into more formal participation, for example, if local environmental concerns gather 
momentum and protests are addressed to public authorities. It also explores the extent to which funding from the EU 
and other external sources serves to promote a formalization of societal activity. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
Latvian Music, Jewish Music 
Kevin C. Karnes (Emory University) 
It is common now among scholars of Baltic history and culture to regard the region’s historical Latvian and Jewish 
communities as separate and distinct—even, as Wohlfart and Oberländer put it in 2004, as “isolating themselves from 
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each other” (Sich-Voneinander-Absondern). In my talk, I consider an array of archival and published musical sources that 
complicate and challenge this view. I consider folk songs transcribed in the 1920s and 1930s that attest to personal and 
communal encounters and exchanges between the region’s Latvians and its Yiddish-speaking Jews. I examine manuscript 
traces of varieties of cultural hybridity that proliferated in Latvia’s public and private spaces prior to the Second World 
War, spaces where the musics of Jews and other peoples could coexist and intermingle in a single concert, even in a 
single song. And I consider folk songs and published broadside ballads that reflect as well upon cultural distance, in 
which Latvian singers and composers regarded their Jewish neighbors as exotic and unknowable. In conclusion, I 
propose a complex picture of vernacular Latvian music making prior to 1941, in which much of Latvian musical culture 
bore marks of encounter with those Jewish peoples with whom Latvians shared land along the Baltic coast. 
DIVISION: MUSICOLOGY 
 
Trends in the Lithuanian Contemporary Novel (1989-2010) 
Tiina Kattel (University of Tartu) 
In this paper I will discuss literary and thematic features common to Lithuanian writers in the 1990s and the following 
decade. Both decades are strongly marked by a more or less open analysis of contemporary problems. Another common 
feature is the authors’ interest in recent history. In the 1990s, “getting even“ (Ričardas Gavelis) and writing chronicles 
(Jurgis Kunčinas) were popular, whereas in the following decade revisiting the time when one was young (Sigitas 
Parulskis, Renata Šerelytė) and a playful interpretation of themes (Marius Ivaškevičius) were prevalent. A recurring 
feature in contemporary Lithuanian literature has been writers’ play with language, style, and topics, which started in 
the 1990s and is still continuing. Other features include an emphasis on what might be called “city mentality,” which 
made its way into Lithuanian literature with the writings of Ričardas Gavelis, and the breaking of sexual taboos. Both 
decades are also characterised by the emergence of very strong women writers. In addition, in the 1990s commercial 
literature was born (Edmundas Malūkas), which shocked the literary world; by now it has developed into high quality, 
smart popular literature that serves commercial purposes (Zita Čepaitė). The Lithuanian novel has definitely undergone 
renewal, both in essence and in form, and several topics or literary techniques that were formerly considered taboo 
have now become commonplace due to the increasingly liberal mentality of the populace. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Learning Language in a Context: Parental Contribution towards Early Language Acquisition 
Victoria V. Kazakovskaya (Russian Academy of Sciences)  
and  
Ingrida Balčiūnienė (Vytautas Magnus University) 

This paper deals with parental linguistic and conversational strategies used in order to stimulate the early acquisition 
of adjectives. Since the adjective is considered one of the most complex and non-conceptual salient linguistic categories 
to acquire, we can hypothesize that adult support towards adjective acquisition is necessary and, consequently, 
linguistic input should not only be rich, but also well-structured in the flow of conversation.  

The study is based on the longitudinal corpus data of a Lithuanian girl and a Russian boy. Both subjects are typically-
developing monolingual children, similar in age (1;8–2;8), social characteristics and linguistic age (MLU development). 
During the investigation, the pragmatic, structural, semantic, and positional features of caregiver utterances which 
focused on the children’s adjective production were analyzed. In addition, the additional criterion of the positive, 
negative or neutral evidence of the adults’ reactions to the child’s adjectives was taken into consideration. 

Since both Russian and Lithuanian parental speech analysis displayed a great pragmatic, semantic, functional and 
structural variety of observed linguistic and conversational contribution towards adjective production, this strategy can 
be described as rich and well-structured. Also, despite cultural and individual differences in caregivers, the main features 
of their contribution seem to be similar or even identical, and this evidence could indicate a need for a general 
discussion of the universal (or regional) aspects of parental conversational strategies related to the early acquisition of 
the most complex linguistic categories. 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Ričardas Gavelis’s Women 
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Violeta Kelertas (University of Washington) 
The late Ričardas Gavelis has often been perceived by readers and critics alike as a misogynist. His female characters will 
be examined from a feminist perspective in an attempt to prove or disprove this hypothesis and reveal the true nature 
of the author’s attitudes toward women in his seven novels and some of his short stories. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
“You Should Hear Us Speak Among Ourselves!”: American Estonian Speakers’ Attention to 
Own Speech 
Piibi-Kai Kivik (Indiana University, Bloomington) 

The paper explores the phenomenon of self-repair and other manifestations of attention to own speech by 
American Estonians, mainly of the refugee generation.  It applies methods of conversation analysis to the audio-
recorded sociolinguistic interviews in Estonian, conducted by the author in the Unites States. 

In the interview situation, there is some heightened attention to own speech. The paper analyzes sequences 
from the interviews where speakers orient to their identity as (bilingual) Estonian speakers. This orientation is made 
visible in explicit metalinguistic comments about the language use of the speakers themselves and others, in self-repairs 
in the form of reformulations, and in ways of switching codes.  American Estonians will often avoid or self-correct the 
use of loanwords.  From the viewpoint of modern Estonian, the repaired versions are archaisms or clumsy 
circumlocutions. At the same time, this practice serves as a marker for the variety of American (or more broadly, 
expatriate) Estonian. 

The paper also discusses the need for the study of American Estonian using a variety of methods and 
approaches, as well as the potential topics to be explored given the sociolinguistic situation in Estonia and the U.S. The 
Estonian spoken in the U.S. is increasingly going to be shaped by the so-called new immigrants since the 1990s. Although 
their situation is very different from that of the refugee communities, their language will be similarly in a bilingual and 
often diglossic situation. At the same time, the Estonian and English languages are increasingly in contact in Estonia. 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Concerning theVitality of Estonian, Latvian, and Lithuanian in Higher Education 
Birute Klaas-Lang (University of Tartu) 

Linguistic and cultural diversity is definitely one of the core values and riches of Europe. However, a language 
exists until its trouble-free use is granted in all the domains, including higher education. A language itself must be 
capable of it and meet the needs of the domains. On the other hand, a state / society / institution must have an 
environment that enables the use of the language. In the higher-education space, which is open and international, 
universities are making efforts to keep a balance between international (i.e. almost always English-medium) and 
mother-tongue-medium teaching. Promotion of the international environment is important for universities from the 
perspective of both business and institutional quality. On the other hand, a mission of the university is to ensure the 
continuity of the native-language intelligentsia, which is needed for the continuation of the state and nationality and the 
development of one’s mother tongue. 

Estonian, Latvian, and Lithuanian represent those lesser used languages of Europe in the case of which one can 
speak about mother-tongue-medium higher education (incl. doctoral studies) and research. The presentation will 
compare the position of Estonian, Lithuanian, and Latvian in higher education; it is an attempt to show whether and how 
the regulation of institutional language environment and the resultant actions can maintain a balance between mother-
tongue-medium instruction (in the case of lesser used languages) in higher education and international openness. The 
presentation will also analyse how the language-policy regulations of the state and institutions of higher education 
interact with one another. 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
The Politics of Exception: The Life of Beggar Rose, the Vilnius Queen 
Neringa Klumbytė (Miami University, Ohio) 
In Everything Was Forever until It Was No More (2006), Alexei Yurchak in his explorations of late Soviet youth culture 
introduced a concept of “a de-territorialized public.” This public neither supported nor opposed the state, but lived in a 
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de-territorialized milieu that they perceived as “normal.” In this paper I look at politics in exceptional places that fail to 
capture social scientists’ attention because of their idiosyncrasy. Exploring beggar’s Rose’s life (born in 1940) in socialism 
and post-socialism, I ask how power regimes are produced in exceptional spaces and by extraordinary individuals, and 
what they tell us about the nation-state, individual, and the community. Rose, whose life I have been following since 
2008, has been called the spirit and the queen of Vilnius. Dressed in colorful fancy clothing purchased at the second 
hand stores, she strolls everyday through Vilnius downtown asking for money in a graceful manner. Drawing on the 
works of Agamben and Deleuze and the anthropology of becoming (Biehl and Locke), I argue that because of its 
idiosyncrasy, the socialist and post-socialist state failed to subject Rose to its power regimes. She has lived both periods 
in a very similar way as her own masterplans guided by desires to become beautiful and by her everyday attempts to 
find connections in the deterritorialized milieu of the normal people. 
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Terror and Collectivization in 1929-32 and 1947-49: A Contextualization  
Anu Mai Kõll (Södertörn University) 

The Soviet collectivization campaign that began in 1929 is generally regarded as a starting point of the “Stalin 
revolution.”  It served as a blueprint for the collectivization campaigns that took place in the late 1940s in the newly 
occupied areas of the Soviet Union—the Baltic states, western Ukraine and Moldova. 

Interestingly, access to source materials since perestroika has not dramatically changed the picture of the initial 
Soviet collectivization campaign, while research in the Baltic states, and to some extent western Ukraine, has 
mushroomed in the last twenty years.  This paper presents a survey of the literature and tries to see what from the 
experiences of 1929-32 was used in the later campaigns and what was changed.  In the latter part, the focus is on 
Estonia.  

While historians tend to agree on the intentions for launching the campaign against the kulak class, there are 
differences as to what extent it succeeded in breaking the back of the peasantry. There are also some questions 
regarding the procedure and the responsibility of differing Soviet institutions.  When it comes to the corresponding 
campaign in the late 1940s, one obvious difference is the impact of World War II and the German occupation of the new 
areas.  However, the war is not addressed at all in much of the existing literature. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Leaving the USSR: Ethnic Swedish Attempts at Legal Emigration from Soviet-Controlled 
Estonia, 1940-1941 
Glenn Kranking (Gustavus Adolphus College) 
The arrival of the Soviet military in 1940 displaced a large percentage of the Estonian-Swedish population, who 
principally resided on the islands and coastal regions of Estonia.  Rather than relocate to the mainland, these displaced 
persons appealed to the Swedish government for permission to immigrate.  Once Sweden eventually agreed, the Soviet 
government denied the group permission to leave the region.  While initially granting permission to 110 Swedes, the 
Soviet government increasingly dragged its feet in the negotiations.  Progressing from individual and group petitions to 
appeals involving the Swedish Foreign Ministry and Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov, the debate seemed to involve 
communist ideals and propaganda as much as attempts by the Soviets to use the people as bargaining chips with the 
Swedish government.  By the end of the initial Soviet occupation of the region in 1941, no other group besides that 
initial 110 were granted legal permission to leave, despite repeated efforts and the Swedish government’s willingness to 
accept a broader relocation.  This paper, based on archival research in Sweden, Estonia, and Russia, investigates the 
communication and continued attempts by the Estonian-Swedes and the Swedish Foreign Ministry to legally relocate 
this population in the early stages of World War II. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Women`s Time in the Museum: Archives, Exhibition, Intervention. A Case Study of the First 
Feminist Exhibition on Sculpture and Film in Lithuania 
Laima Kreivytė (Vilnius Academic of Arts and European Humanities University) 
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What would be a feminist response to the patrilineal canon of art history? How can we (re)write grand 
narratives in the museum and challenge a rigid institutional framework? Based on a specific case I will discuss three 
strategies of feminist interventions: subverting the archive, curating the exhibition and mis(s)appropriation. 

The exhibition Woman's Time. Sculpture and Film (National Gallery of Art, Vilnius, 2010) re-examined the 
political, social, and cultural construction of  “woman” in Lithuanian sculpture and film of the 20th century. It reflected 
the growing interest in women’s creativity and gender issues in art, as well as recent social and political changes that 
pointed to the prominent role played by women in the country’s cultural life and public sphere. Sculpture and cinema 
were chosen as ideologically important media that capture the “spirit of the age” and that might also be analysed from 
sociological and anthropological perspectives. There was an attempt to look at woman from the point of view of the 
contemporary spectator, rather than from that of an artist or a critic. Thus, works by acclaimed Lithuanian sculptors and 
film directors share the space with pieces that are almost kitsch, yet all of them are documents of woman’s life at the 
time. The exhibition’s title was inspired by Julia Kristeva’s essay “Women’s Time”, in which she analyses the situation of 
women in Europe by exploring three notions of time: linear, cyclical and monumental. The most important idea was to 
link woman to time, not just to space or the body, as in the Western philosophy. 
DIVISION: GENDER 
 
The Mission of Lithuanian Transmigrants in New York: to Preserve or to Create Lithuanian 
Identity? 
Ieva Kripienė (Vytautas Magnus University) 

In the processes of Europenization and globalization, the analyses of Lithuanian identity are the subject of 
scientific and popular discourses. Debates over the definition of Lithuanian identity, question the need for its 
preservation and wonder what might be its significance in the contemporary world, with its shifting borders and new 
forms of various identities. 

This presentation is based on the anthropological field work in New York, conducted in the 2008. The author 
collected data using social qualitative methods, such as open ended interviews, observations and participant 
observations. Theoretical paradigms of the concepts of transmigrants, identity, organizations and social relations open 
the way for further empirical data analysis that would focus on such questions as: what is Lithuanian identity? Are 
Lithuanian transmigrants trying to preserve their ethnic identity? In what ways they do that? Maybe there are new 
forms of Lithuanian identity?   

To answer these questions we will analyze the participation in the various Lithuanian organizations in New York 
of the Lithuanian transmigrants and their social relations with the locals and relatives and friends in Lithuania. That will 
lead to the conclusions about the contemporary Lithuanian transmigrant manipulation of the forms of their Lithuanian 
identity. 
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Is the State Like a Museum of Ethnography? A Critique of Latvian Programmes of Integration 
Sergei Kruk (Rīga Stradiņš University) 
Maintenance of social cohesion is a task of every state. In multi-ethnic Latvia, this problem is reduced to the integration 
of ethnic others into the society composed of ethnic Latvians.  By default, ethnicity is considered to be the key factor 
securing the social cohesion. Numerous policy documents on inter-ethnic integration adopted by the government since 
1998 treat language proficiency and traditional culture as the main instruments of integration and indicators of social 
cohesion. This paper argues that current integration policy is grounded in the romantic concepts of language and culture 
developed by Young Latvians in the 19th century. Their task was to create a communicating community distinctive of 
Baltic Germans and Russians. Language and culture were treated as indicators of distinctiveness and instruments of 
homogenisation of individuals. Language and culture per se were conceived as structures organizing thinking and 
directing behaviour of individuals; inevitably, the shared language and culture produce similar modes of thinking and 
behaviour among the members of community. Adhering to structuralist determination, the programmes of integration 
lack reflection upon the practical experience of individuals and groups in given social setting, as well as their interaction 
producing social bonds. 
DIVISION: SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, AND DEMOGRAPHICS 
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New Sincerity versus Postmodernist Scepticism; Traces of Hipsterdom in Contemporary 
Estonian Literature 
Priit Kruus (Tallinn University) 
Hipsters are urbanised youth living in a contemporary consumer society seeking authenticity in defiance of mass 
communication and mass marketing. Hipsterdom emerged from the youth movements in the 1940s and 1950s and is 
characterised by youngsters' sincere and unconditional protest against societal control mechanisms and institutional 
canons. 

Nowadays, hipsterdom is somewhat ambiguous since there are no clear borderlines between mainstream and 
underground cultural movements. The rebellious characteristics of youth subcultures have become a brand.  In the light 
of these paradoxes, I will focus on two young authors in contemporary Estonian literature. 

Barthol lo Mejor's novel Popdada 2007-2008 was published in 2008 and it describes the subcultural movement 
popdada, which can be regarded as a lifestyle or a complex of aesthetic beliefs. Barthol lo Mejor (Pärtel Vissak) himself 
has explained that popdada is an advancing phenomenon, a counterweight to the power of the pop industry. 

Siim Nurklik published his book Kas ma olen nüüd elus (Am I alive now) in 2010, and it was also staged as a play 
the same year. Whereas lo Mejor seems to be sincerely following the spirit of modernist avant-garde, Nurklik is clearly a 
postmodernist sceptic. In his book, he derides the mainstream youth controlled by market trends, but he is also very 
cynical about those who attempt to break free from them. 

By comparing these two authors, I will outline the following movements in contemporary Estonian youth 
culture: (new) sincerity and postmodernist skepticism. And by identifying the mutual textual tools in Popdada  and Kas 
ma olen nüüd elus, these movements can actually be combined under the same poetic umbrella. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
The Hundred Year Journey of the Journal Ateitis and the Road That Lies Ahead 
Ramunė K. Kubilius (Northwestern University)  
The hundred year journey of the Lithuanian language journal Ateitis (The Future) can be analyzed from various 
perspectives. Through the years, the journal was published in three countries besides Lithuania. Its published content 
has featured varied genres, though the journal has stayed true to its Roman Catholic roots, or, at least, has published 
works not opposed to those beliefs. Some critics have argued that Ateitis cannot seem to define its focus. Others have 
said that it cannot identify its primary readership. Still, the journal has continually sought to remain relevant for each 
new generation, from its first issue in 1911 and early years prior to the establishment of Lithuania's independence in 
1918, through its heyday in interwar Lithuania, to the present global Internet age. Ateitis has been called a school for 
writers and poets, a mirror of Lithuanian and Catholic life, a place to meet and exchange ideas. Does the journey of 
Ateitis parallel that of the poets, writers, and philosophers whose works were published in it? Perhaps insights can be 
gained from a study of other publications also published during those early years--L'Avenir in France, The Future in 
England, Die Zukunft in Switzerland. What does the future hold for journals such as Ateitis that are published for a 
relatively small niche ethnic readership? This presentation will provide some highlights from the life of the journal in its 
historical, societal, literary, and parent organization context, with a glimpse at current journal publishing trends that may 
predict possible future paths. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
The Five Year Achievement Exhibitions of “Renewed” Latvia: Mazpulki Members’ Responses 
to the Ideology of the Kārlis Ulmanis Regime 
Jordan T. Kuck (University of Tennessee, Knoxville) 

One of the hallmarks of the authoritarian regimes that emerged throughout much of Europe during the 
interwar period was the overt use of government propaganda.  In particular, there was often, as was the case 
in Germany, Italy, and elsewhere, an emphasis on indoctrinating the youth, who were viewed as the 
foundation of the future.  Interwar Latvia was no exception to this norm.  

This paper examines a significant case of government propaganda in Kārlis Ulmanis’s Latvia—the 1939 
achievement exhibitions which commemorated the five-year anniversary of the May 15, 1934 coup d’état.  
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Jointly organized by the Ministry of Public Affairs and a number of other government ministries and chambers, 
events were held highlighting the “progress” of “renewed Latvia,” as the government often called post-
democratic Latvia.  An art show was held at the national museum in Riga, an architectural exposition at the 
University of Latvia, a general exhibition at the Congress Hall in Riga, and an agricultural exhibition in Jelgava, 
where the Chamber of Agriculture was located.   

My paper focuses on the events in Jelgava, specifically, on the ideological nature of the exhibition, 
which sought to link the Ulmanis administration with advancements in farming technologies and techniques.  
Descriptions of what people saw at the Jelgava exhibition helps inform us how Ulmanis sought to legitimize 
and build support for his non-democratic regime.  In my paper I analyze heretofore unexamined essays 
submitted by Mazpulki (the Latvian version of American 4-H) members on the question, “What did you like 
best about the Jelgava exhibition, and why?”  I argue that while for the most part the youth overlooked 
Ulmanis’s cult of personality, they did associate his government with progress and hence supported his rule 
wholeheartedly.  
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Latvia Between the Centers of Gravitation of Soft Power – the USA and Russia 
Andis Kudors (Centre for East European Policy Studies, Latvia) 
As a democratic country, Latvia is open to the influence of different foreign actors. Two countries – United States and 
Russia have better opportunities to implement soft power policy toward Latvia than others. According to the soft power 
theory of Joseph Nye, soft power can be implemented through the use of public diplomacy. Nye identifies three 
dimensions of public diplomacy: daily communication, strategic communication, and work with opinion leaders. Since 
the restoration of Latvia’s independence in 1991, the political elite has traditionally been pro-American, and the same 
applies to the majority of ethnic Latvians. A significant characteristic is the difference of attitudes toward the USA and 
Russia between ethnic Latvians and the Russian speaking part of society. Previous studies show that the U.S. “loses” to 
Russia in daily communication. The latter has many more chances to comment on events in Russia and in the world on a 
daily basis to the Latvian audience. Russia’s daily and strategic communication influences the political socialization of 
Latvian citizens, as well as social integration processes. Besides that, the securitization of culture in Russia completely 
changes the assessment of Russian soft power. If the United States is interested in the future support of Latvia for its 
global foreign policies, then it is important to comprehend the attitudes of Latvian citizens toward the U.S. and Russia 
and the factors that form these attitudes. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
Landscape as Archive: A Critical Analysis of Science and Language Arts Curricula 
Andrejs Kulnieks (Nipissing University) 
In my paper, I investigate the intersection of Oral and Literary tradition and how this connection can be applied in a 
critical analysis of science and language arts curricula by conceptualizing landscape as archive through what Chet Bowers 
(2011) refers to as ecological intelligence.  My research is informed by eco-justice educational theory in my analysis of 
curricular documents in order to move toward not only a critique of educational practice but also to offer concrete 
methods that support an ethos of sustainability.  The application of a cultural and linguistic analysis of multiple literacies 
can help learners develop a deeper understanding of place that is an integral aspect of learning (Bowers, 2003; 2006; 
Martusewicz, Edmundson & Lupinacci, 2011).  By revisiting the etymology of the language of stories that develop 
through engagements with particular landscapes and an ongoing engagement with inter-generational knowledge, I 
consider the importance of including eco-hermeneutic and eco-justice practices in curricula development.  Eco-
hermeneutic practices trace the history of words beyond their first usage to their engagement with local culture and 
place (Kulnieks, Longboat & Young, 2010).  I conceptualize landscape as archive, as ecological - one that holds within it 
memory of time immemorial.  My research is informed by indigenous cultural practices that encourage the ongoing 
revitalization of inter-generational knowledge in order to create a dialogue with ancestral knowledge.  I investigate how 
archived mythopoetic folksongs provide insight towards examining the benefits of using archival technologies to re-
examine developing deeper relationships with the places we live. 
DIVISION: EDUCATION 
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Three Visualization Waves in Estonian Newspapers: Past, Present and Future 
Roosmarii Kurvits (University of Tartu) 
In my presentation I will review how the degree and the role of visuality have changed and are changing in Estonian 
newspapers and analyze the reasons for the changes. The visuality is understood as the use of line-art illustrations and 
photographs. In the 19th century, the visuality of Estonian newspapers constantly decreased; in the 20th century the 
visuality increased. The rise has not been continuous. The degree of visuality has developed in three "leaps": in the 
second half of the 1920s, in the second half of the 1950s and during the 1990s–2000s. Until the 1990s, the role of visuals 
was to illustrate the verbal content. Then they became information mediators and thereafter, the determinants of 
verbal content. I argue that the increasing visualization and changes in the role of visuals are caused by the competition 
between different media. Every new medium that appears in the news market (radio, TV, online) is a competitor to 
newspapers and in response to increased competition Estonian newspapers abruptly increased their visuality. In recent 
years, the degree of visuality has stabilized. I argue that the visuality has currently reached the maximum level; it is 
impossible to increase the visuality in the future without decreasing the verbal content of Estonian newspapers below a 
reasonable minimum. 
DIVISION: COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA 
 
Lithuanians Outside Lithuania: Practices and Emotional Resources of Lithuanian-ness     
Jolanta Kuznecovienė (Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas) 

The presentation examines the practices, resources and contexts used by Lithuanian immigrants for their 
Lithuanian identity construction.  It focuses on the analyses of social, economic and emotional linkages which Lithuanian 
immigrants accumulate or retain in the new societies.    

Research data from 2007-2009 revealed that the majority of Lithuanian  immigrants in England, Ireland, Norway 
and Spain draw on certain  pathways of incorporation  to their new societies by choosing particular  linkages and use  
diverse  motivations of  considering  themselves  as  part of it. Based on the analyses of pathways of immigrants’ 
incorporation three prevailing ways of construction of Lithuanian-ness were revealed. The first way could be defined as 
a process of identity work based on the construction of de-territorialized cultural space. The way of immigrants’ cultural 
openness is based on the undermining of ethnic identity in public arenas and reducing Lithuanian-ness to occasional 
practicing of Lithuanian language and customs in private spaces. In case of the third way the emotional and symbolic  
linkages with the country  of their origin (sending country) and imaginable returning home are used by immigrants as a 
main resource of  their Lithuanian-ness.  
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Proper Names of Foreign Languages: Perspectives of Conveying in Latvian and Lithuanian 
Regina Kvašytė (Šiauliai University) 
The interest in conveying proper names of foreign languages remains relevant in Lithuanian and Latvian texts. The 
presentation analyses and compares various aspects of the usage of Lithuanian and Latvian proper names and 
perspectives of their conveying. Theoretic attitudes, concerning conveying of Lithuanian proper names in Latvian, do not 
change: it is required to write them according to pronunciation (an exception is place-names, which have traditional 
Latvian forms). Conveying of Latvian vowels, consonants or endings is important for the culture of the Lithuanian 
language; however, declension of the proper names mentioned is not of less importance. In Latvian, endingless names 
and surnames are not used; thus, they are spelled in these sentences according to the forms used in foreign sources. 
From this point of view, Latvian proper names in Lithuanian are exceptional. Theoretically, it is considered that they 
should be Lithuanianised. However, new tendencies are observed, still, not so widely spread in press. Therefore, it is 
obvious that names and surnames of the authors whose books were translated into Lithuanian are often spelled in the 
language of origin, i.e. like proper names of other foreign languages. The reason for these deformations can simply be an 
inaccurate proof; that is why such single cases should not be referred to as absolute and attributed to serious mistakes. 
However, it is possible to find different incorrect variants of Lithuanian proper names usage in Latvian and Latvian 
proper names in Lithuanian usage  in periodical press.  
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
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The Two Bodies of Kalevipoeg: the Estonian National Epic as the Core Text of National 
Identity 
Marin Laak (Estonian Literary Museum) 
The representation of national epic in different historical periods has always been affected by its environment, which, 
due to the changing contexts of interpretation, has demanded new re-writings. My approach is related to the 
reconstructive study started with the newest representations of Kalevipoeg (Kalev’s Son) in the 21st century. The ideas 
forming the basis for my paper stem from a long-term investigation of the textuality and intertextuality of Kalevipoeg in 
the context of different literary representations. My research has led to surprising results; e. g. instead of grand visions, 
microscopic levels of the epic came to the fore. It became possible to trace how the interpretation of the separate 
smaller textual units in Kalevipoeg was dependent on the socio-cultural circumstances of different historical periods, and 
the opposite, how the new cultural units, intertextual threads, are independent and observe only the rules of poetic 
meaning. In my current paper I shall transfer the focus of the analysis to the context of the post-war period of Estonian 
history and ask how cultural environments have influenced the semantic meaning of the national epic in the context of 
the two bodies of Estonian culture – in occupied Estonia and the regions of the diaspora as a global multicultural 
environment. The paper inquires into the changing meaning of the text of the epic, and the hypothesis of my approach is 
that the Estonian national epic Kalevipoeg will also preserve its status semantically as the core text of national identity 
the next twenty years despite the changing cultural contexts. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Creating the Prehistoric and Historical Past and the Formation of Modern Identity 
Valter Lang (University of Tartu) 

This paper discusses the role of social order (or the public’s desire) for the “right” interpretation of the past and 
its impact on both academic research and the creation of modern identities.  Social order with respect to the past comes 
from dominant societal groups and must correspond to the possibilities of scholarly interpretation of past events.  
Changes in general treatments of both history and prehistory are caused by changes in social order, which in turn are 
caused either by alteration in the social context (e.g. state formations) or new discoveries in archaeology and history. 

There have been four stages in the historiography of Estonian prehistory and early history: the so-called Baltic 
German School and pre-Estonian interpretations (late nineteenth century- early twentieth century), Estonian 
interpretations I (the 1920s-1930s), Soviet interpretations (the 1940s-1980s), and Estonian interpretations II (since the 
1990s).  This paper demonstrates that there are two equally important parts in the formation of our understandings of 
the past: 1) society with its general ideology; and 2) archaeology and history with their scientific tools for the scholarly 
investigation of the past.  When one of these components changes, the interpretation of the past changes as well.  It 
should be remembered, however, that the social order provides only a general framework for interpretation, whereas 
thousands of details are left for specialists to study. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
On the “Survival Drama” at the Bunker and Non-Nostalgic Memory of Socialism in Lithuania 
Gediminas Lankauskas (University of Regina, Canada) 

My paper is about the “survival drama” in the Bunker, an experiential theme park-museum located underground 
near the Lithuanian capital of Vilnius. Guided by professional actors, visitors participate in and “survive” a string of 
interactive performances of mock KGB interrogations, medical examinations, civil defence training, Soviet-era shopping, 
to mention a few.  
 I explore these enactments of socialist experience as commemorative events where the period of Communist 
rule is represented using memorial media ranging from visual imagery and discourse to acoustic and gustatory effects. 
While I pay close attention to ways in which the Bunker “drama” works to externalize memories of the Soviet era, my 
principal concern is with participants’ response to this subterranean side-show of socialism. These reminiscing subjects 
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interest me as social actors who, provoked by the “drama”, engage with the socialist era as a biographical and historical 
past—a past to be remembered and forgotten. 
 The paper begins with a discussion of conceptual trends prevalent in anthropological memory studies recently 
undertaken in post socialist contexts. Then it moves on to critique the dominant paradigm of “nostalgification” which 
governs much of the research concerned with social remembrance in contemporary Eastern Europe. Combining 
ethnographic description and theoretical commentary, the second part of the paper offers several vignettes from the 
Bunker “survival drama”, and argues that after socialism there is more to individual and collective memory than 
nostalgia.  
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Memory of the Latvian SS Voluntary Legion: The Personal, the Public, and the International 
Mara Lazda (Bronx Community College of the City University of New York) 
 More than fifty years after the end of World War II, the memory of the Latvian SS Voluntary Legion remains a 
controversial part of Latvia’s past under the Nazi occupation, both within Latvia and globally.  In particular, the annual 
commemoration ceremony on March 16 elicits protests and press coverage.  The unresolved memory—and 
insufficiently written history—continue to shape European politics in the twenty-first century.  In March 2006, the 
Latvian Foreign Minister was called on to respond to concerns voiced in the European parliament about “Nazi 
tendencies in Latvian governmental institutions.”  
 This paper examines the politics and history of the Latvian Legion through an analysis of Latvian memoirs, oral 
history interviews, and the Latvian and international press.  Many Latvians saw, and continue to see, the Legion as the 
only opportunity to participate in the battle against the Soviet Union—and saw a fight against Germany as the next step 
that would free Latvia.  Outside observers, however, including both the Western and Russian press, raise concerns that 
the Legion commemoration is a sign of the rise of the extreme right.  Furthermore, extremists on opposite sides of the 
political spectrum—extreme Latvian nationalists on one hand and Russian nationalists on the other—manipulate the 
commemoration to serve as a platform for their organizations. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
The Baltic and East Europe at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire: Past, Present and 
Future 
Paulis Lazda (University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire) 

Just three weeks after Latvia had regained its independence, in September 1991, seventeen students, 
accompanied by a Faculty Resident Director, arrived in Riga.  Learning began as the students stepped off the Warsaw-
Riga train with the observation that occupation --the moral equivalent of war-- had ended only three weeks earlier. For 
the rest of the semester, history, politics and diplomacy were taught in class and “on the street.” Guest speakers 
included foreign diplomats, leaders of political movements, and government leaders (Andrejevs, Meri, Laar, Berklavs, 
Čekoulis, Zhdanoka, and others).  This Semester in Latvia program was the result of a year-long negotiation between the 
University of Latvia and UW-Eau Claire. Parallel to but separate from the semester program in Latvia, UW-Eau Claire 
established a full scholarship for Baltic students for one academic year. To date, almost 50 students have studied here. 
The East European Area Studies Minor includes a Baltic state focus.  The annual East European Symposium brings 
shapers of policy and academics from the Baltic, Europe, and US (Laar, Andrejevs, Jack Matlock, Krasts, Sven Juergenson, 
Raun, Senn, Plakans--over a hundred experts).  

An annual summer Baltic/East Europe Travel Seminar attracts nation-wide student participation. University 
research resources include a full microfilm base of State Department-Baltic materials and a respectable book collection. 
Five of our student-participants have earned a Ph.D. with a Baltic focus at other universities. Future plans for the Baltic 
program include a national consortium of colleges and universities. 
DIVISION: EDUCATION 
 
Having a “Normal” Life in the ESSR: Biographical Experiences of Inter-Ethnic Marriage 
Situations 



 35 

Uku Lember (Central European University) 
My paper focuses on twenty life-story interviews with the members of inter-ethnic (Russian-Estonian) families from a 
particular age cohort: all men and women aged 50-75.  I ask how these people, all of whom share an experience of close 
contact with a contrasting cultural environment, construct and touch upon the notion of “normal” in their biographical 
narration. I pay attention to their struggles with present-day (rather Westernized) realities and past (rather socialist) 
notions of “normalcy” and to the (potential) will for liberating oneself from such socially constructed temporal 
imperatives. I also ask about the possible role that inter-ethnic family situations play in tackling the problem of social 
becoming, now and then.  First, my analysis deals with the emic definitions of “normal,” with the complexities that 
already lie in actors’ own narrations and conceptualizations. Second, I ask a more normative, etic question by measuring 
the interview material against the (Western?) idea of individualization process as normalcy in the late twentieth century.  
How and in which frames do my informants construct themselves as actors?  As individualization is prevalent in 
contemporary Estonian society, this position should help clarify possible hesitations and tensions that my interviewees 
face while remembering, constructing, and narrating their socialist lives in contemporary Estonia.   
DIVISION: SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Geopolitics Of Post-Soviet Transition: The Case of the Retail Trade In Lithuania 
Nolwenn Léon (University of Paris)  
The paper is focused on the notion of transition and its impact on Lithuania. The case study presented is that of retail 
trade sector. Being entirely public during the Soviet period this field of commercial activity, already in a deep structural 
crisis, nearly collapsed after independence, before being reconstructed on a new liberal basis. This re-making implied 
numerous challenges: territory layouts, social representations, policy regulation, and rivalries between different actors. 
The political sphere occupied during the first years of independence with other issues tended to neglect the legal 
framing of the retail market. Today one can notice an anarchical development of retail outlets, rooted in the lack of 
regulation and uncontrolled urban development. There is a strong risk of monopolist temptation, as the 70% of the 
market share is owned by only four retail companies (a very strong proportion for a population of 3.5 million). This 
economic overweight also implies an increasing relevance to national political life. The urban space in Lithuania is thus 
modelled by the establishment of supermarkets and commercial centers, which come to crystallize the urban way of life. 
But while doing so, it also destructs other forms of urbanity (outside shopping, smaller stores, etc.). As a highly symbolic 
sign of the rise of the living standard, a new private retail trade sector illustrates both the overall success, but also the 
limits of transition from one political system to another. Based on recent statistics and proposing a new cartographic 
study, the paper tries to analyse to what extent the growing retail sector shapes the national territory in the 
independent Lithuania. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
Telling the Stories, Inspiring the Next Generation: Faith Formation of Lithuanian Youth in 
US/Canada 
Aldona Lingertat (St. John’s Seminary, Brighton, MA) 
Lithuanian history and culture can support faith formation and the passing on of religious traditions to the next 
generation in a number of ways.  Passing on a faith tradition requires more than teaching the next generation basic 
catechesis.  Often “pre-evangelization,” the need for predisposing people even to listen to the Gospel, is needed as well 
as ongoing efforts to inspire and encourage commitment from our youth, teens, and young adults to the faith.  
Inspiration can come in many ways, including sharing the stories of the struggle for the faith of previous generations.  
This paper will focus on sharing stories of courage in the face of challenge to religion in Lithuanian history and the 
impact they can make today.  Specific examples will be shared of how integration of faith stories of Lithuanians who 
struggled for their religion can inspire current Lithuanian youth in the US/Canada in parish, retreat, and summer camp 
settings.  Suggestions for youth activities will include plays and role-play based on historic events.   
DIVISION: History and Memory 
 
The Newest Literary Trends in Contemporary Lithuanian Women’s Prose 
Daiva Litvinskaitė (Institute of Lithuanian Language, Vilnius) 
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After Lithuania’s restoration of its independence (1990), a distinct divide emerged in the literature written by 
women in Lithuania. In this new tradition, women distanced themselves from the truths proposed by contemporary 
tropes of literature and instead imitated the real world, with stories of the everyday and the intimate. These texts, in 
which close attention is paid to descriptions of social realities, women’s everyday life, the search for identity, or the 
physical body, are frequently labeled as popular literature and, therefore, are not taken seriously. 

Using feminist criticism, my presentation will focus on the question of why Lithuanian women writers have 
departed from literary truths and forms, as well as to understand their tendency to choose to imitate reality. I will also 
examine how contemporary Lithuanian women writers understand and portray their identity as women, subjectivity and 
sexuality, in contrast to how women were represented in the social and political discourse of the former Soviet past and 
pluralistic present. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Estonia´s Economic Development and the Role of External Anchors 
Rünno Lumiste (University of Technology, Estonia); Robert Pefferly (Estonian Business School), and Alari Purju 
(University of Technology, Estonia) 
Estonia is a former socialist economy which introduced comprehensive structural and institutional reforms. The 
country´s transition to market economy has been enhanced by integration with the European Union (EU), which was 
very important in institutional evolution. The research in this paper concerns the role of external anchors upon 
economic development. The external anchors in this context are the mandates that reflect the values, objectives and 
aims of socioeconomic alliance. The EU membership is considered as one important anchor and the fulfillment of a wide 
set of indicators for this membership framed Estonia´s economy and political system. Estonia is still a middle-income 
country and for future development and reduction of the income gap vis-à-vis high-income countries, further structural 
changes are necessary. Information and communication technologies (ICT) and new services associated with this sector 
could be one source of growth. This introduces a wider question: could values related to ICT and information based 
innovation create external anchors? Does creating a positive image and providing support for ICT applications yield 
measurable development in the sector and help further the role of ITC in society? The development of Skype and its 
applications is one candidate for this role. New ICT tools have influenced the preferences of the younger generation 
regarding societal behavior and working habits and tools. The development patterns of these changes, EU integration in 
the past and possible ICT penetration into society in the future are discussed using methods of evolutionary economics 
which combines historical ingredients with the impact of external anchors as catalysts. 
DIVISION: BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
 
Kristina Lupp (University of Adelaide)—see Bart Pushaw (Indiana University)  
 
What’s in a Name? Country Branding in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania 
Brent McKenzie  (University of Guelph) 

The role of country branding is frequently the result of external perceptions, but ideally is most effectively 
shaped by the countries themselves.  Slogans such as; “Welcome to Estonia”; “Latvia: Best Enjoyed Slowly”; and 
“Lithuania is a Brave Country” represent attempts at such branding by the Baltic States of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.  
Thus, the focus of this research is to provide an overview of each country’s successes and challenges in terms of 
solidifying a country brand identity. 

One of the greatest difficulties faced by each of these three countries, in terms of establishing and marketing 
their country brand, is that they continue to suffer from an abundance of name terminology and descriptors as to who 
they are.  Clouding the brand image of these countries are geographic labels such as “Eastern Europe”, “Central and 
Eastern Europe” or “Northern Europe”.  In order to advance the understanding of tourism branding efforts in this region, 
this research draws upon both the academic and industry literature in the area of destination branding, as well as the 
findings from primary research undertaken in each country.  Interviews conducted by the author with various 
stakeholder representatives in tourism boards, tourism providers, and tourists themselves, provides the interesting, but 
often contrasting perspectives on the Estonian, Latvian, and Lithuanian country brand.  It is expected that the findings of 
this research will contribute to a better understanding of the impact that country branding initiatives have had in terms 
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of developing successful marketing programs for each of the individual countries as well as the three as a regional 
destination brand. 
DIVISION: BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
 
Intellectual Conceptions of Baltic “Peoples” in Times of Cultural and National Awakening: 
The Case of Johann Woldemar and Harry Jannsen 
Konrad Maier (Institute of Northeast European Studies, Lüneburg) 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the preconditions for a common development of the peoples of the 
Russian provinces on the shores of the Baltic Sea (i.e. Estonians and Latvians) were quite positive: they lived in a unified 
state (the Russian Empire) with similar social and economic structures, similar political framing conditions, and structural 
dependencies between the Baltic German upper strata and Russian bureaucracy. 

From the mid-nineteenth century, the disparities widened between the poor strata on the one hand and the rich 
upper class and powerful tsar on the other.  This could be seen first of all in agrarian property relations.  Urgent reforms 
came too late and did not reflect the real needs of the peasantry.  Growing inability to communicate with each other 
and lingual separation created regional unification movements; a movement combining all three provinces had no 
chance of success.  But in times of Russian cultural-administrative centralization, both new options and new images of 
who constituted the enemy appeared.  Johann Woldemar Jannsen dreamt of a settlement between indigenous strata 
and the Baltic German population, and the idea of his son Harry—Baltentum as a conglomerate of all Baltic 
populations—created hope that a poly-national concept for the Baltic provinces was possible. 

In this paper I describe the Janssens’ idealistic conceptions, but I also outline, more importantly, the reasons 
why their ideas for a Baltentum were doomed to fail. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Russians in Soviet Lithuania: Rethinking Stereotypes after Twenty Years of Independence 
Andrius Marcinkevičius (Lithuanian Social Research Center) 
An important task of the modern state is to ensure the integration of ethnic minorities, to enable them to maintain their 
ethnic and cultural identity. This is not always an easy task due to political, ideological, historical and other 
considerations. It is difficult for the ethnic majority to pursue a policy of integration for minorities without knowing their 
history, identity and expectations. This is particularly true as this identity is changing through various political, economic, 
and social processes.  In addition, long-held stereotypes remain. Soviet leaders tried to destroy the identity not only of 
Lithuanians but of Russians as well. Their declared intention was to create “Soviet society” on the base of Russian 
language and culture and that culture was to be purged of bourgeois elements. In fact, there was no place for variety of 
ethnic cultures in Soviet Lithuania, though ethnicity as form without content remained in the discourse until the collapse 
of the Soviet Empire. For this reason, Russians have had difficulties integrating into the society of independent Lithuania.  
During the Soviet period negative images were formed of Russians both in Lithuania and in other Soviet Baltic republics. 
While these stereotypes were to some degree based on real facts, on the other hand they did not reflect the variation of 
identity, culture and expectations that were typical of Russians. Thus, in order to understand the identity of Russians and 
their future expectations it is very important to explore the ideological and historical basis on which their identity was 
built.  
DIVISION: SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY  
 
Masculinity in Estonian Public Discourse: Perpetual Crisis? 
Raili Marling (Tartu University) 
Masculinity seems to be in a state of perpetual crisis in the Western world today, including in Estonia, where the 
‘threats’ to ‘true masculinity’ are believed to be both external (e.g., EU legislation) and internal (e.g., Estonian women). 
The present-day media hype effaces the fact that masculinity crisis as a discourse has been prevalent in the West at least 
since the late 19th century and has been almost inexorably linked to modernization. Building on the work of Bederman 
(1995) and Forth (2008) the paper will, first, outline the associations between masculinity, the nation and modernity 
and, second, transpose the discourses into present-day Estonia to test their viability in the post-industrial context. 
Although theoretical in its intent, the paper will be illustrated with case studies (editorials from the Postimees, the film 
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Kirjad inglile (Letters to the Angel)). The core problem investigated is the contradiction between the reality of male 
power and the discourse of male weakness and, more broadly, the function of the masculinity crisis in gender order. 
DIVISION: GENDER 
 
The Floral Garden in the Contours of Woman's Self - Consciousness Expression 
Loreta Martynėnaitė (Lithuanian Institute of History) 
The paper will focus on a floral garden, as a part of the natural – cultural complex of Lithuania's rural landscape. It will 
discuss the floral garden as a culturally specific and socially meaningful homestead place and a space inseparable from 
the surrounding natural, environmental and sociocultural context of the living tradition. Floral garden, as every element 
of the homestead, interacts with the surrounding ecological system and the surrounding social environment. The social 
environment influences the floral garden and the floral garden in turn influences the environment. 
In the first half of the 20th century, the floral garden in the culture of rural people reflected woman’s (girl’s) self-
expression. The floral garden was a woman's (girl’s) image-maker revealing her moral qualities. In the second half of the 
20th century, changes in modern life gradually changed woman's expression of selfhood in relation to floral garden. 
From one generation to the next, the link between cherished floral garden and woman's expression was lost and gained 
new dimensions. 
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Early U.S. Listening Posts in the Baltic States, 1919-1922 
Eero Medijainen (University of Tartu) 

In the historiography of U.S. relations with the Soviet Union, an interesting debate can be found that bears 
particular relation to the so-called Baltic question.  According to one view, a hard line emerged due to U.S. diplomats 
who had begun their careers in the U.S. representations in Riga and Tallinn in the 1920s, who then rose to become top 
players and decision-makers in U.S.-Soviet relations in the 1930s.  This hard-line approach is known as the “Riga circle” 
or “Riga outlook.”  The culmination of such a way of thinking was the Truman Doctrine, which championed a vision of a 
bipolar world.  A different line of thought was represented by the so-called Yalta axioms, which constituted a more 
pragmatic approach to foreign policy.  

This paper examines the prelude period, when the first “listening posts” were established in Finland, Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania in 1919-1922 for the gathering and analysis of information about Soviet Russia. The greatest 
contribution to the development of Russian studies within the State Department was that of Robert F. Kelley.  He was 
sent first to Finland and then on to Riga in 1919 to serve for a time under the US commissioner to work in the field of 
information gathering (intelligence).   Kelley rose to lead the State Department’s Russian Division in 1922.  In addition to 
Kelley, a long line of U.S. representatives played an important role in the relations with Russia and the Baltic states 
before de iure recognition of the Baltic states came in July 1922. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEDICINE 
 
Pronunciation Problems in Standard Lithuanian: An Experimental Study of the Consonant [j] 
and the Vowel [i] in International Words 
Lina Murinienė (Vilnius Pedagogical University) 

The situation is compounded by the fact that the letter i figures prominently in the Lithuanian language. Two 
spelling studies based on thorough data collections have been conducted to research the pronunciation problems of the 
consonant [j] and the vowel [i] in international words such as genialus, oficialus, specialybė. They showed that more 
than two thirds of respondents did not comply with the spelling rules of the consonant [j] in international words. 

A problematic relationship between spelling and pronunciation of the consonant [j] and the vowel [i] was 
examined at the international conference of Arturs Ozols’ Day, Riga. It provoked a scientific debate over the need to 
revise the standard pronunciation rules in order to reflect its present usage. To provide a more tangible scientific 
foundation, pronunciation of the target sounds was researched with the PRAAT computer programme of Paul Boersma 
and David Weenink, phonetics scientists, University of Amsterdam. 
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The study measured the total sound duration and the value of the first three formants. The finding confirmed 
the previous statement that the majority of respondents perceived the letter i as a sign of softness in international 
words but did not pronounce the short vowel [i]. Now on the grounds of this finding, it seems reasonable to promote 
the idea of revising the pronunciation norms of the Lithuanian language. 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Is the Baltic Sea Region the Achilles Heel of NATO? 
Jan Nalaskowski (Old Dominion University)  
The Baltic Sea Region (BSR) is ripe with security concerns. NATO’s presence and the evolution of its character, Russia’s 
activities, and the diversified security choices of the Baltic Sea states make it a potentially vulnerable environment. 
NATO’s enlargement not only reshaped the security of the region; it also broke a taboo by accepting the Baltic Republics 
as its members. By outlining new threats, the organization encouraged its members to act globally, though still within 
the 5th Article framework. It is relevant that one of the motives for reshaping, namely the cyber-attacks on Estonia in 
2007, occurred in the BSR. The Baltic republics add little military value to NATO and will most likely continue to be 
objects of Russian “sentiment.” Russia’s role remains ambiguous. It responds to global threats in cooperation with the 
Euro-Atlantic community, but often tries to blur its unity with bilateral agreements, unilateral economic embargos, or 
moral interventions in domestic matters. Moreover, the Kaliningrad Oblast recently became a threat area against Polish 
plans to develop anti-nuclear cooperation with the United States. The EU still relies on NATO in many aspects, although 
the Lisbon Treaty heralds growing independence. The potential conflict of these two choices would mean a weakening 
of unified response. Many of the Baltic Sea countries will face this dilemma, and non-aligned states from the region will 
be more eager to cooperate with the EU. The Baltic Sea region is an area where conflicting interests meet. It is probable 
that a NATO-Russia conflict will soon erupt in the region. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Oral History Archives:  Excerpts from 
Testimonies about the Holocaust in Lithuania 
Ina Navazelskis (US Holocaust Memorial Museum) 

Most of the 12,500 Holocaust-related oral history testimonies in the archives of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum (USHMM) were conducted with Holocaust survivors. However, some 1450 are interviews also with 
non-Jews, who provide direct eyewitness testimony to many aspects of the Holocaust. In my presentation I will highlight 
those witness testimonies that relate to the Baltics, including how the some 350 interviewees from the Baltic countries 
were identified and interviewed. 

In addition, I will show excerpts from some interviews relating to Lithuania. Among the interviewees will be Ada 
Gens, daughter of Vilnius ghetto police chief Jakubas Gensas, who witnessed key events in the Vilna ghetto from 1941 
until 1943. Another will be excerpts from an interview with Algimantas Gureckas, a long-time member of the US branch 
of Lithuanian World Community, a non-governmental organization that brought together Lithuanians living outside of 
Lithuania. Gureckas witnessed some of the repression that led to the eventual murder of Jews in northeastern Lithuania 
in the summer of 1941. Questions relating to how these oral histories inform Holocaust scholarship will be addressed. 
What do they contribute? How should they be used? What are the limitations of these individual testimonies?  

Finally, I will briefly describe the digitized collection at the USHMM of about 100 million documents from the 
International Tracing Service (ITS), established after the war to help reunite families separated by the war and to trace 
missing individuals. Three quarters of these documents relate to non-Jewish refugees. I will provide samples of these ITS 
documents from some Lithuanian refugees to illustrate how they can augment oral history testimonies. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 

 
Territorial Concepts and Geopolitics in Northeastern Europe, 1890-1939  
Tomaš Nenartovič (Herder Institute, Marburg, Germany) 

My presentation focuses on territorial issues in interwar Lithuania.  It is commonly perceived that scientists and 
scholars play an important role in the formation and development of nations. In particular, geographers, ethnologists, 
statisticians and others describe and also determine boundaries, subsequently publishing them in media such as maps, 
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textbooks, atlases, etc.  This was especially the case during the age of nationalism in the late nineteenth century and 
early twentieth century.  Undoubtedly, this data had significant influence in building not only the first rudiments of 
national bodies of scholarship, but also helped legitimize national-territorial claims after World War I. 

My Ph.D. project of which this research is a part addresses the so-called Balto-Slavic area, which during the 
tsarist period was known as the “North-Western provinces” and after 1918 split into a number of geopolitical units.  
Thus, contemporary scientific descriptors such as “Polish,” “Lithuanian,” “Belarusian,” “Soviet-Belarusian,” “Russian,” 
and “German” to great extent can be perceived as ethno-geographic and ethno-cartographic constructs, built in 
accordance with scientific, political, cultural and other traditions in the respective states.  The main aim of this paper is 
to discuss the importance and influence of scientific geographical knowledge for political decision making.  It is also 
important to consider national, linguistic and religious notions put forward in the arguments that were used in the 
discussions over territory as the region was a large multi-confessional and multi-ethnic border area.  Therefore, a 
comparative transnational perspective is indispensable in tracing these ethno- and geo-political discourses. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Was there a “Lithuanian People” in Early Modern Lithuania?  
Mathias Niendorf (Greifswald University) 
To speak of a “Lithuanian people” in early modern Lithuania raises several problems.  First, there is the fact that 
Lithuania from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries was part of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and that the 
nobility of Lithuania became heavily polonized during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  Language, customs, and 
habitus of the Lithuanian gentry were modeled along the lines of Polish patterns.  Moreover, the nobles saw upon 
themselves as “Sarmatians,” a social group of particular historical origin distinct from the Lithuanian-speaking peasants.  
Second, the Lithuanian part of the commonwealth was, similar to the Kingdom of Poland, a multiethnic, multireligious, 
and multicultural realm and in it the Catholic, Lithuanian-speaking population was a minority. The question is, which 
criteria could nonetheless be considered to justify the concept of a “Lithuanian people” in the early modern Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania?  This paper examines possible indications for a Lithuanian ethnic consciousness beyond the frame of 
reference of state, estate, constitution, and religion.  It will also deal with the question how terms such as “people” or 
“ethnos” were understood in a pre-modern historical context.  
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Aeromobility in the Baltic Sea Region 
Jan-Henrik Nilsson (Lund University, Sweden)  

The territorial structure of the Baltic Sea Area has changed considerably over the last centuries. A dynastic 
system, often with split-up royal realms and territories, gave way to the modern territorial (nation) state in its different 
configurations. Following World War 2, two international but separate international systems emerged, based on the 
dominance of proletarian internationalism and international capitalism respectively. 

After 1991 traditional borders increasingly lost relevance,  just like territories as such – as a result of European 
integration and international economic deregulation. Contemporary Europe can increasingly be interpreted as systems 
of nodes and links, hierarchically centered on major metropolitan cities. The areas in between become peripheries that 
loose population and suffer from insignificance. 

This de-bordered and re-bordered geography is directly reflected in the dynamics of economic interaction, as in 
the different modes of transportation of which aviation  is the most flexible and easily adjustable to change. Based on 
data from air traffic in the Baltic Sea Area from 1989 onwards, some patterns of the new functional geography of the 
area will be discussed: for instance the new strong belts of integration, leap-frogging integration, new patterns of 
international tourism, and new patterns of labour migration. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
Cultural Heritage of the Estonian Diaspora: Keeping History Alive 
Piret Noorhani  (VEMU / Estonian Studies Centre, Toronto) / Estonian Literary Museum, Tartu) 

It has repeatedly been stated that it is difficult to get an overview of the Baltic diaspora’s cultural heritage, as 
the archival collections and the information relating to them are so scattered.  At the end of World War II, 200,000 
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nationals of the three Baltic countries (including 70,000-90,000 Estonians) fled the Soviet occupation and left their 
homelands.  When earlier emigration is taken into account, it is clear that all three Baltic countries have notable 
diasporic communities.  Their decades-long cultural engagement has produced voluminous collections of archival 
records. 

The historic shift in the late 1980s and early 1990s was accompanied by a technological one.  At the same time 
as Estonia regained its independence, the world was going digital. The Internet with all its possibilities of virtual 
communication and networking has helped revive scattered communities around the globe.  People’s thinking regarding 
where and how the cultural heritage of the Estonian diaspora should be preserved and made accessible has also 
changed. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Textual Problems in Translating Petras Cvirka’s Frank Kruk 
Elizabeth Novickas (Independent scholar, USA) 
Petras Cvirka’s controversial role in Lithuanian literature is reflected in the three available versions of his first novel, 
Frank Kruk, first published in Kaunas in 1934. An extant copy of a book marked up by the author for the Latvian 
translation (published in 1941) shows Cvirka attempting to correct some of the factual mistakes critics had pointed out 
in his descriptions of America. Later, after Cvirka’s notorious trip as part of the delegation to ask for Lithuania’s 
incorporation into the USSR and his appointment to head the Lithuanian Writer’s Union, he began re-editing the novel 
before its next publication. These edits were included in all subsequent editions of the novel published during the Soviet 
period. The paper analyzes both sets of edits and discusses some of the problems inherent in selecting a version of a text 
for translation. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Do their Communist Lives Count? The Relevance of Communist Functionaries during and 
after Communism 
Vaida Obelene (Uppsala Centre for Russian and Eurasian Studies) 
It would appear that former Communist functionaries have devalued their past accomplishments. Their autobiographies 
published after the collapse of the Communist regime in Lithuania tend to omit or manipulate the information that they 
had been employees in the Central Committee of Komsomol and members of the Communist Party. As one of my 
interviewees, a former Communist functionary, put it: ‘I feel a shadow. First of all, I carry it myself. I know that there is 
this label, and to be honest, if it is possible not to mention it, I avoid it.’ 
The paper draws on life story interviews conducted in 2005 with those who, during the period of perestroika and 
glasnost’(1986-1989),were top level employees of the Communist Youth Union (Komsomol) of Soviet Lithuania. The 
questions under discussion are as follows: How do they think their work in Communist organizations remains relevant 
and what are the meaningful aspects of their past achievements, despite the change of regime? In a first step, the paper 
describes how they recount their actions, while performing the duties incumbent upon them, as being beneficial, in 
particular which and whose needs were served. It then maps how the sense of being useful during Communism 
interplays in their accounts with their self-presentations as being useful during post-Communism. 
DIVISION: SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, AND DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
The Musical Event as a Potential Tool for Integration of Ethnic Groups in Estonia 
Triinu Ojamaa and Julia Sulina (Estonian Literary Museum) 
 It is a matter of fact in musicology that music, which is, first of all, a source of emotional enjoyment, also serves 
some social functions. According to Hargreaves and North, we use music to communicate with each other; it is possible 
for people from widely differing cultural backgrounds to establish contact through music, even though the languages 
they speak may be quite incomprehensible to one another. 
 Communication is primarily realized over the course of musical performances, and it can take place between 
performers, between members of the audience, and between performers and their audience. About 100 open-air music 
festivals take place every year in Estonia; the genres vary from folk fusion to global pop and classical music. The 
festivals—at least theoretically—have great potential to integrate music-lovers of different ethnic backgrounds. We 
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argue that, in practice, most of the festivals do not function as tools for such integration, because their audiences consist 
primarily of ethnic Estonians. 
 Based upon observations of thirty such festivals, we analyze the attitudes of Russian-speaking minority groups 
toward such music festivals. Our goal is to identify those features of the festivals and of performances themselves that 
would make these events more attractive for audiences of different backgrounds, and thus offering possibilities for 
individual and groups to meet and communicate. 
DIVISION: MUSICOLOGY 
 
Weak Unions and National Politics in the Baltics 
David Ost (Hobart and William Smith Colleges)  
Trade unions emerged in all of postcommunist Europe in a weak position, burdened by the negative legacies of 
communism, the rise of neoliberal ideology (even among new union activists), and the effort by employers and the state 
to restrict the rise of unions. Unions in the Baltic republics, however, are seen by a number of scholars as the weakest of 
the weak, unable to attract workers, mobilize members, or exert pressure on firm or state. This paper explores that 
claim, shows strong evidence for its validity, and suggests that it should be interpreted in terms of ethnic nationalism. 
The argument is that Baltic state policy after communism, particularly in Estonia, sought not so much to weaken labor, 
but to weaken institutions in which the Russian-speaking minority were heavily invested. That meant undercutting the 
heavy industry concentrated in the eastern areas, as well as the unions heavily represented there. Factors that 
contributed to such policies were official efforts to propel emigration, large numbers on non-citizens in unions, and the 
limited proletarianization of the Baltic population after World War II were all contributing factors to today’s anti-labor 
outcomes. So whereas even neoliberal governments in other postcommunist countries had to find some common 
ground with organized labor in order to obtain social stability and electoral support, no comparable pressure emerged in 
the Baltics. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 

Stefanie Otte (International DFG Research Training Group “Baltic Borderlands”, Greifswald, Germany)—see 
Manfred Bornewasser  
 
Human Security in Latvia: Perceptions of the Russian Community 
Zaneta Ozolina (University of Latvia)  
Human Security (HS) is one of the concepts that has been embraced by the academic and political communities. Despite 
the progress that has been achieved in the domain of the HS concept since 1992, several questions remain unanswered 
– why do only a few countries and international organisations draft their policies based on the concept; why is the HS 
concept applied more to developing countries, while the developed world looks like a HS-free zone; why are there only a 
very few attempts to apply the concept to sub-groups within the societies? The paper aims at analysing perceptions and 
interpretations of the Russian community in Latvia with regard to several aspects of HS, thus bridging the gap between 
micro and macro levels of the concept. On the basis of the results of focus group discussions in Daugavpils, Liepaja and 
Riga the paper will present an understanding of what representatives of the Russian community in Latvia consider as 
risks and threats to their security; what kind of individual strategies they plan to apply and propose; and to what extent 
financial and economic crisis has influenced their sense of security. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
Egodocumental Heritage of Lithuania: New Trends for Research 
Arvydas Pacevičius (Vilnius University) 
This paper introduces the concept of “egodocuments” and will attempt to reveal the prospects of interdisciplinary and 
regional-comparative research using private documents in Lithuania and Europe.  The national project Egodocumental 
Heritage of Lithuania (LEGODOK) will also be introduced.  First introduced by Jacques Presser in his descriptions of 
traumatic Jewish memories, the term “egodocument” is now widely used in research on first-person writings, such as 
family books, diaries, memoirs, and autobiographies.  The widely accepted concept of the egodocument as writing in the 
first person for oneself and for close relatives has been adapted to the general theory of document and archival science 
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in which the paradigm of cultural and historical anthropology has recently been gaining prominence.  The problem is 
that due to the influence of historical circumstances, including confessional adherence, reading and writing strategies 
emerged in differing ways depending on the country and culture, and this led to a diversity of form and content of 
egodocuments.  In Lithuania, egodocuments include chronicles of the Western type, as well as memoirs and diaries. 
 These Western-style documents are usually written in Polish and include specific silva rerum writings and 
autobiographies of monks.  Egodocuments written in Lithuanian, however, are composed later, and their genesis and 
dissemination can be best described within the fields of history of the book “from below” and marginalia research. 
 When studying the Lithuanian egodocumental heritage one must bear in mind multilingualism and authors’ possible 
problematic connection to Lithuanian identity.  We can conclude that egodocuments can be viewed as a set of writing 
and reading practices in private space which are not necessarily connected with an autobiographical narrative but which 
must include expression and dissemination of personality and identity. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Evangelisation versus Secularisation in the Baltic Sea Region 
Tiit Pädam (Uppsala University)  
The aim of this paper is to describe and to analyse the current developments in abstract mobility of mind which are 
caused by the multifaceted religious processes and impact of the process of globalisation.  The paper begins with an 
analysis of the meaning of the terms evangelisation and secularisation in different cultural contexts in the Baltic Sea 
region. Due to the cultural settings, political regulations and the position of religion in society, there are rather 
controversial interpretations of these terms and practices which they describe. In order to enable comparative analysis 
the author uses the term “spiritual space” and develops a trans-cultural pattern analysis in order to interpret the 
meaning of the processes in the states around the Baltic Sea.  Although both evangelisation and secularisation are 
closely related to and shaped by the local cultural settings, there is clearly traceable dynamics which exceeds the cultural 
borders and constitutes an exchange-processes and mobility of the tradition inside the Baltic Sea Region. In the paper 
the author discerns the characteristic tendencies of these processes and interprets their impact on the wider 
development of the region. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 
Baltic Energy Security: Tapping into the Middle East and North Africa to Create a Strategic 
Balance between Domestic, Regional and International Energy Resources 
Ginta T. Palubinskas (George Mason University)  
Reliance on Russian energy resources has left the Baltic States strategically vulnerable through the energy sector. Key to 
achieving Baltic energy security is the ability to diversify energy supply: finding a strategic balance between domestic, 
regional and international energy resources is vital to the political and economic future of the Baltic States. This paper 
examines steps taken by Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia toward energy diversification and assesses to what extent the 
Baltic States could make use of Middle Eastern and North African energy resources as a means of increasing their energy 
security over time. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 

Environmentalism in Latvia: From Independence to Globalization 
Ivar Pavasars (University of Latvia) 

Concerns about environmental problems within Latvia were central to that Former Soviet Republic’s late 1980s 
drive to restore its independence. In fact, the environmental “hot spots” that were caused by large-scale Soviet 
industrialization helped to support Latvians’ political demands and independence aspirations. Environmental NGOs were 
among the first elements of Latvia’s democratically based civil society that emerged during this period. 

Following the collapse of many of the inefficient Soviet industries during the early 1990s, Latvia successively 
introduced EU environmental policies and norms into its legislation, and this legislation largely reflects the experiences 
and policies of the West’s democratically governed industrialized societies. Today global NGOs, such as the WWF, are 
active in Latvia with global environmental issues on their agenda. A broader type of western global environmentalism 
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has replaced the environmentalism that was practiced years earlier by Latvia’s grassroots based independence 
movement. 

However, case studies of different environmental planning procedures as well as interviews in the countryside 
indicate that the environmental aspects prioritized by official environmental policies (or global environmentalism) are 
not those of concern to local Latvian public. This parallels the overall environmental situation as being considerably 
more natural with less negative impacts as compared to industrially developed countries. 

In such circumstances environmental planning procedures in Latvia do not reach the aims originally intended by 
these procedures. Interestingly, similar to the independence movement years, environmental arguments today are 
often used to achieve goals other than explicitly environmental ones. As such, a more critical and adaptive approach is 
required towards EU and global environmental policies, especially when introducing such policies locally. 
DIVISION: ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
 
Katie Peel (Gwynedd-Mercy College)—See Janis Chakars  
 
Robert Pefferly (Estonian Business School)—See Rünno Lumiste  
 
Individual Houses by Standard Projects – Values from the Prospects of Cultural Heritage 
Rita Peirumaa (Estonian Academy of Arts) 

Building of individual dwellings, was inappropriate in the context of Soviet ideology. Since the state could not 
solve the problem of scarce living space, it allowed citizens to build individual dwellings. Erecting private homes for 
many was the only possible solution to the problem of the absent "living room." 
Individual structures according to  standard plans have not attracted any notable architectural attention. These 
dwellings were conceptualized as carriers of society and culture. They are  monuments to individual memory. This 
aspect of the architectural cultural heritage has not been studied. The questions of role, meaning and value for these 
types of dwelling in Estonian society needs to be explored.   

Architecture not only preserves cultural heritage for future generations, but also attempts to determine and 
preserve it. What is the basis for evaluating such heritage? What is thd cultural locus of the individual dwelling built 
during by Soviet standard projects? 
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
The Diaspora-Kinstate Phenomenon and Controversies over Soviet Era History in the Baltic 
States 
Rita P. Peters (Harvard University)  
The diaspora-kinstate phenomenon has been an acrimonious part of Russian-Baltic state relations. In effect, Russia – as 
the kin-state of the ethnic Russian diaspora in Estonia and Latvia – uses ethnic identity politics to exert pressure on the 
Baltic States in various contexts and over a range of security and sovereignity issues. The diaspora-kinstate phenomenon 
has also been a factor in the European Union and NATO accession processes and continues to be an aspect of Baltic 
security considerations. The diaspora –kinstate phenomenon can be most clearly understood as a part of the conflict 
over historical interpretations of Soviet era history in the Baltic countries. In that sense the phenomenon and the 
historical controversies are closely linked. On both issues Moscow and the Baltic States have sought to enlist 
international support, notably of the European states and the US. The Baltic States and Russia have engaged in 
diplomatic confrontations in international organizations, including the United Nations and the Organization of Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

Following a review of Mascow’s use of diaspora-based pressure on Estonia and Latvia, culminating in the most 
broadly defined claims to protect “compatriots” in the course of the Georgia-Russia conflict, this paper focuses on the 
link between the diaspora-kinstate phenomenon in Baltic-Russian relations and their conflicting interpretations of Soviet 
era history. It is the link, embedded in concepts of national identity for the Baltic States as well as Russia, that make both 
the historical controversies and the diaspora-kinstate phenomenon more intractable parts of Russian Baltic relations. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 
 

http://aabs2012.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&category_name=aesthetics-creativity-and-culture
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On the Politics of Memory: Remembering the Past in Contemporary Lithuanian Theatre 
Martynas Petrikas (Vytautas Magnus University) 
In his famous lecture given at Sorbonne University, Ernest Renan argued that forgetting is crucial for formation of a 
nation. This paper will analyse the opposite: an ability to remember will appear as a catalyst for collective national 
memory whereas the theatre will emerge as a tool for retrieval of historical periods into realm of collective memory. 
Representation of the First Independence (1918–1940) in contemporary Lithuanian theatre in this paper will be analysed 
dwelling on the notion of the politics of memory. Three of the possible forms of remembering will form a case in point: 
mythologizing, popularising and critical modes of memory on the stage of Lithuanian theatre will be presented as an 
example of interweaving of culture with ideology symptomatic for postcolonial society.  
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
Aspects of the Emergence and Transformation of the Early Lithuanian Far Right Movement 
(1922-1927) 
Vytautas Petronis (Herder Institute, Germany) 
 This presentation discusses the origins and development of the interwar Lithuanian right-wing radical 
movement, focusing on its earliest stage, that is, before the coup d’état of December 17, 1926.  

The first sporadic outbreaks of Lithuanian ultra-nationalism occurred in the second half of 1922.  These were 
carried out primarily by young veterans of the wars of independence and students of the recently opened University of 
Lithuania in Kaunas. Both groups arguably represented what can be called the “tautininkai (nationalist) stream”— a 
movement which included a broad spectrum of right-wing activists from patriots to radical nationalists.  To a great 
extent this stream can be compared to the German Völkisch movement; it was liberal, democratic and at the same time 
conservative, patriotic, as well as nationalistic. 

During the period 1923-1927, two separate groups emerged in parallel with the “tautininkai (nationalist) 
stream,” operating in accordance with the right-wing political parties: 1) the pro-fascist movement, coordinated by the 
Christian Democrats; and 2) the “Secret Officers Union” (Slapta karininkų sąjunga), which to a great extent allied with 
the “Lithuanian Nationalist Union” (Tautininkai Union). These two clandestine groups operated as the enforcers of the 
respective political parties and aimed either at strengthening political positions of their superiors or bringing them to 
power. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
The Sense of Place in Latvian and American Latvian Literature 
Aija Poikāne-Daumke (University College of Economics and Culture, Riga) 
This paper examines both the sense of place and the meaning of landscapes in Edvarts Virza's text Straumēni (1934), 
Edmunds Valdemārs Bunkšes autobiography Geography and the Art of Life (2004) and Andra Kins's Coming and Going: A 
Family Quest (2005). Through close readings of these texts, I will demonstrate that Latvians in exile - Bunkše and Kins - 
attempt to reconstruct their lost homeland, using their imagination and knowledge about Latvia. "Their" Latvia 
resembles Virza's Latvia, where Latvians, depicted as God-fearing, hard-working, and "pure" people, live in harmony 
with nature. The old farmstead "Straumēni" becomes a symbol of Latvian national identity glorifying pastoral life. 
Bunkše expresses a similar point of view. He recalls his grandparents' farmstead - sounds and smells surrounding the 
homestead. The fragrance of freshly baked rye bread symbolizes not only his lost identity but also his longing for Latvia. 
When he returns to Latvia in the 1990s, he sees that the familiar and dear to him landscapes and his grandparents' 
homestead have been destroyed by the Soviet regime. Andra Kins, in her turn, grows up with the stories about Latvia 
told to her by her grandmother and mother. When she goes to Latvia to visit her relatives, she realizes that Latvia is an 
unfamiliar place to her. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Transparency, Health Care and the State in Contemporary Lithuania  
Rima Praspaliauskienė (University of California Davis) 

http://aabs2012.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&category_name=aesthetics-creativity-and-culture
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This paper explores how the management of health is rationalized within the context of post-socialist Lithuania. 
Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork, media sources and documents I explore how the rationalization of the population’s 
health is being reworked in Lithuania through transparency policies and how patients, doctors and bureaucrats are 
experiencing it.  

The ongoing health care reform in Lithuania aims to eliminate informal monetary transactions by bringing in 
private capital, introducing efficiency protocols and market mechanisms into the public healthcare system. An informal 
medical economy, a system of favor exchange deeply embedded in the social web of personal relationships traces back 
to the state socialism. Yet informal payments have become a point of friction between different actors - the state 
(Lithuanian and the EU), commercial enterprises, doctors, and patients – over the notion of health and its ethical 
provision. The logic of transparency is employed to institutionalize ubiquitous informal payments by making them 
transparent and turning unofficial payments into co-payments. The articulation of the health reform project couples the 
reasoning of privatization with “bribes”/ “non-transparent incomes,” thus ironically linking the presence of informal 
monetary transactions with the future survival of public healthcare.  

The discourses of accountability, standardization, efficiency and transparency are constructed vis-à-vis 
inaudibility, immorality, social networks, corruption, and the socialist past.  Yet the examples from the ground illustrate 
that the discourses countering the legacies of the socialist state feed into existing informal networks perpetuating them 
and reworking the notions of efficiency and responsibility.  
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Alari Purju (University of Technology, Estonia)—See Rünno Lumiste  
 
Not For Every Dreamer: The Problems of Symbolist Art in Estonia and Latvia, 1890 – 1915 
Bart Pushaw (Indiana University) 
The essence of the growing national consciousness in the territories now known as Estonia and Latvia is captured in the 
Estonian writer Gustav Suits’ famous declaration “Let us be Estonians, but let us also become Europeans!” – a direct 
result of the cultural rights awarded to ethnic Estonians and Latvians after the 1905 Russian Revolution. As such, 
Estonian and Latvian artists became increasingly interested in expressing their own national identity while 
simultaneously joining mainstream European art trends. At the turn of the twentieth century, the controversial 
Symbolist movement was in full swing across Europe and hotly debated in artistic circles. For instance, in his 1906 essay 
entitled “Art and Technique,” Latvian painter Janis Rozentāls contended that, “art is not a trifling mythical being which 
comes down from heaven bestowing kisses on each and every barren dreamer.” Rozentāls, the forerunner of Latvian 
modern art in the early twentieth century, criticized what he perceived as the decadence of Symbolist artists such as 
Arnold Böcklin and Gustave Moreau – who created visual manifestations of their dreams and visions in order to express 
the inexpressible. Thus, Symbolist art in Estonia and Latvia does not easily fit into the art historical canon. This paper 
explores the unique situation experienced by Estonian and Latvian artists interested in joining mainstream European 
artistic currents as well as participating in formulating national identities, goals that were not always compatible 
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
"Deliberately Unattractive": Food in Soviet Estonian Visual Culture 
Bart Pushaw (Indiana University) and Kristina Lupp (University of Adelaide) 
As food is tied to basic human experience, its depiction is often easily understood and thus universal. The visualization of 
food has often been used to connote wealth and power, and conjure the merriment of abundance. The advent of 
realism and focus on the urban poor illustrated the opposite: people living in poverty with very little. During the Soviet 
occupation of Estonia, food was also in shortage. What use are food advertisements if there is no food to buy?  Set 
against a backdrop of Soviet Estonia, this paper will deal with the following questions: How did Estonian artists respond 
to these changes? Are there major differences in food motives between artists that adhered to Socialist Realism and 
those who are considered "non-conformist?" By examining images across an array of visual media -- including but not 
limited to painting, advertisements, and other print media -- this paper explores the various representations of food in 
Soviet Estonia and how artists, both commercial and studio, used the universality of food in order to express the conflict 
between Soviet ideology and everyday life. 

http://aabs2012.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&category_name=aesthetics-creativity-and-culture
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DIVISION: COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA 
 
Lithuanian “Songweavers” 
Debra Raver (Indiana University) 
As Handwoven magazine observes in their Winter 2010 issue, “counting graphed squares” and “watching the pattern 
grow” in pick-up weaving is “mesmerizing.  You‘ll find yourself saying ‘Just one more row,’ over and over.”   I felt a 
similar awe watching the patterns emerge in my Lithuanian music transcriptions (inspired by graph-paper weaving 
drafts).  Row after row, as the vocal parts thread through the transcription boxes, the intervals in sutartinės (Lithuanian 
polyphonic chants) intertwine like the warp and weft of finely woven linen.  Old sutartinė texts reveal that the more 
textually layered  voice part was named the “rinkinys,” a term Daiva Vyčinienė metaphorically associates with weaving 
vocabulary in Sutartinės:  Lithuanian Polyphonic Songs (2002, pp. 11–13).   I discovered a related Lithuanian term is 
described by weaver Kati Reeder Meek as a known pick-up weaving technique (for patterning cloth).  Importantly, every 
sutartinė pattern collected represents a performance by “songweavers” (as I call them), which I transcribed from 
20thcentury ethnographies and my own Post-Soviet fieldwork.  I found the close-knit voices of city performers still hold 
as song (and perhaps social) “binding agents”; they also show creative and colorful variegations of a former two-part 
village weaving aesthetic.  I demonstrate through song and cloth samples how a sutartinė is like a weave, and a weave 
like a sutartinė.  Presenting Lithuanian sutartinės as a visual-spatial creation, sound and image may spring to life—in the 
eyes and through the ears—deepening our sense of Lithuanian music and meaning in past and present cultural settings.  
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
Views of the Market: A Cross-Cultural Comparison 
Randy Richards (St. Ambrose University) 
In a 1997 article, Ian Maitland sets forth a distinction between market pessimists and market optimists. Pessimists hold 
that the free market destroys the virtues essential to the functioning of both the market itself as well as the civil society. 
Optimists believe that the free market generates its own self-sustaining set of virtues by rewarding behavior that is good 
for individuals and the civil society. We constructed an eighteen item Likert-scale instrument to measure market 
optimism and pessimism with two questions each for a set of four behaviors: trustworthiness, sympathy, fairness and 
self-control (following Maitland’s suggestion). Our research validates the instrument and shows that it neatly 
distinguishes between respondents’ optimistic and pessimistic beliefs. Using the instrument, we surveyed MBA students 
in Lithuania and compared their responses to surveys we conducted in the U.S., Croatia and South Africa. We explore 
the likely reasons for these differences and suggest some future research. 
DIVISION: BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
 
Toms Rostoks (University of Latvia)—See Kenneth Smith 
 
The Political Culture of Latvian Russian-Speakers in a Comparative Perspective 
Juris Rozenvalds (University of Latvia) –  
One of the striking features in the political development of Latvia during the twenty years of its renewed independence 
(1991-2011) is the special importance of relations between the two main social groups – Latvians and Russian-speakers – 
in shaping the political agenda. The debates around the February 2011 referendum on Russian as the second state 
language in Latvia is a good example. The aim of the paper is to examine the political culture of the Russian-speaking  
inhabitants of Latvia as a presupposition and consequence of these relations as well as the general social and political 
climate of society. Special emphasis will be placed on the attitudes  relevant to the democratic development of society 
(i.e. a sense of belonging, interpersonal trust, subjective well-being, value of democracy, support for strong leader and 
trust in institutions).  The aforementioned questions will be examined from three different angles. First, an analysis of 
the temporal changes in political attitudes of Latvian Russian-speakers from the 90s to the present. Second, a 
consideration of the similarities and diferences in political attitudes between Latvians and  Russian-speakers. Finally, the 
political attitudes of Latvians and Estonian Russian-speakers will be compared. The conclusion will state that we cannot 
speak about  Baltic Russians as a homogeneous mass with respect to their political attitudes. We have to take in account 

http://aabs2012.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&category_name=aesthetics-creativity-and-culture
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different historical traditions, a degree of self-confidence and self-organization, as well as differences in the social and 
political climate of Estonian and Latvian societies. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND LAW 

 
Professional Development of Adult Teachers in the Baltic States 
Aušra Rutkienė (Vytautas Magnus University) 

Professionalization is a purposeful, continuous, and systematic process. It is the collecting of professional 
knowledge and recognition of occupation. The professionalization of adult educators, involvement in policy and 
decision-making, annd the development of curriculum and management strategies of the organizations (e.g. 
implementing a Quality Assurance strategy, programmes for validating non-formal learning) improve the quality and 
effectiveness of the education and training systems.  

Changes in different sectors of adult education, intercultural awareness, openness, and citizenship developed 
equity and social cohesion. The international cooperation at individual and organizational level as well as knowledge of 
foreign languages make the EU education and training systems open to the wider world. 

A cross-sectional online survey has been conducted in 31 countries of the EU and several non-EU countries. 
Ninety-eight adult teachers from Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia filled out the questionnaire.  The results show that the 
activities manage to make am impact on adult educators’ growth by strengthening the identity, self confidence and 
social interactions, strongly developing the professional competence and consciousness, widening the social network 
and inspiring them to take action on an individual, national or international level. 
DIVISION: EDUCATION 
 
Development of Didactics for the Cultivation of the Lithuanian Language 
Vilija Salienė (Vilnius Pedagogical University) 
Educational reform in Lithuania has entered a third decade.  In order to understand the present guidelines of didactics 
for native-language cultivation, it is necessary to analyze the origin and development of these didactics, and to discuss 
the fundamental guidelines.  The development of didactics for the cultivation of the Lithuanian language can be divided 
into three stages: 1547–1940, 1940–1987, and 1988–2012. 
1547–1940 

1. There is focus on the problems of perception of the read text, as well as on the relationship between reading 
and writing. 

2. Teaching of grammar is based on text. 
3. The approach is formed that didactics for the cultivation of language is not only the science of teaching, but also 

the science of learning. 
1940–1987 

1. There is more focus on formal teaching of grammar and knowledge is emphasised. 
2. There is a departure from the didactic guidelines of 1918–1940, which emphasised the relationship between 

reading and writing, as well as teaching grammar based on text. 
3. Didactics for the cultivation of language emphasizes the explanatory way of teaching and learning. 

1988–2012 
1. Explanatory teaching is changed to educational; emphasis is put on activities that stimulate production skills. 
2. There is focus on the cultivation of general and subject competences. 
3. Problems of the integration of the content for cultivation are formulated. 

DIVISION: EDUCATION 
 
The Negotiation on the 1717 "Silent" Diet's Constitutions (November 1716-January 1717): 
The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth between the Golden Freedom and the Ministerial 
Reform 
Mindaugas Sapoka (University of Aberdeen) 
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The internal conflict between King Augustus II and the noble Confederacies of Tarnogród and Vilnius was 
ended when a peace treaty was signed on November 3, 1716. After this the two parties, which previously had 
seemed irreconcilable, began to work hand in hand on the Diet’s resolutions.  My paper rejects the 
conventional assumption that the 1717 Diet lasted only one day—1 February. I show that contemporaries 
perceived the Diet to have begun de facto after November 3.  The right of liberum veto was applicable at the 
conferences where the constitutions were negotiated; however, it was voided at the final session, at which 
the resolutions were approved. This agenda was contradicted by a large portion of the nobility, who were 
afraid that this practice might become entrenched in the future and that the liberum veto could be abolished 
permanently. During the negotiations, clear differences between the Lithuanian and Polish Confederacies 
became evident.  If it took two months for the Poles to finish their work on the new law, the Lithuanians 
completed theirs in two weeks, with hardly any disputes.  Another important factor, overlooked in previous 
scholarship, is the exclusion from the conferences of the Russian mediator Dolgorukii.  The fact that the 1717 
Diet’s resolutions were agreed upon with no interposition by Moscow proves wrong the previously held view 
of a decisive Russian role in the affairs of the 1716-1717 Commonwealth.  The ministerial reforms confirmed 
by the 1717 “Silent” Diet were an ingenious solution to the contemporary situation and a compromise which 
showed significant potential in the Republic’s political system. 
DIVISION: MINORITIES AND ETHNICITY IN THE BALTICS 
 
The 1990s and After: Migrations of Theories 
Virve Sarapik (Estonian Literary Museum / Estonian Academy of Arts) 
My presentation attempts to offer a comparative overview of some processes that occurred in the literary culture and 
art world after Estonia regained independence.  

In particular, I am interested in the spread of ideas in literary and art criticism. It can be said that the different 
intellectual currents of the 20th century have found their place in local cultural consciousness in a fragmented, hybrid 
and mimicking form. The underlying reasons are certainly ideological (the need to hide, to refer to issues implicitly, to 
read between the lines), but not entirely. The 1990s are especially characterized by the arrival and intermingling of 
different theories. There are notably two positions: one that maintains that the theories of a certain school of thought 
are already well known and it’s time to move on, without recognizing the fact that the very first encounter might well 
have been superficial and skewed (which is, for instance, the case in the attitude towards postmodernism and 
existentialism), and the second position, which makes a fresh start in introducing certain schools of thought, as if the 
earlier experiences were forgotten; this gives way, on a positive note, either to a new reading or, on a negative note, to 
a totally new raw rendition of the thought. Especially ambivalent is the attitude among leftist thinkers. The practice 
during the 1990s was to integrate Marxist theories ‘without’ Marxism, apolitically. This initial reaction has undergone an 
evolution in the 21st century, but a certain fixation, the inclination to associate oneself with one or another extreme, 
has remained. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Stalinist-Era Policies of Repression and Mass Arrests in the Baltic Countries, 1944-1945: The 
Case of Estonia 
Meelis Saueauk (University of Tartu) 

Mass arrests were an integral part of the sovietization of the Baltic region.  With the re-occupation of the Baltic 
countries by the Red Army in 1944, mass arrests were carried out in 1944 and 1945 by units from the organs of Soviet 
state security—the NKVD (People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs), the NKGB (People’s Commissariat for State 
Security), and SMERSH (the Red Army’s counter-intelligence agency).  These arrests were the most numerous in the 
Baltic region during the entire period of Soviet rule.  This paper discusses these arrests, focusing on those in Estonia. 
Arrests in the Baltic were also carried out by sub-units of the NKVD and NKGB that existed only formally under the 
jurisdiction of the Estonian, Latvian, and Lithuanian Soviet Socialists Republics, formed behind the lines in the USSR 
during the war.  These units were manned in part by Estonians, Latvians, and Lithuanians. 
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According to instructions from Moscow, supporters of independence in the Baltic region were slated for arrest; 
these were to be branded as “bourgeois nationalists” and collaborators with the Germans.  This effort was given to local 
Communist Party organization.  There was no meaningful control over the extent of the arrests due to the fact that so 
many offices were authorized to carry them out.  Consequently, it is difficult to determine with precision how many 
people were arrested; the surest method for a careful investigation of the arrests is to research each individual case and 
determine the fate of the person involved, despite the time and effort this requires.   
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Ethnicity in the Global Baltics: Lithuanians on the Polish Border Regions 
Vida Savoniakaitė (Lithuanian History Institute) 
 The changing ethnicity and national identity of Lithuanian minorities currently are central academic and social 
debates. Our research shows the correlation between ethnicity and the historical background of ethnic minorities. One 
of the Baltic ethnic minorities is the Lithuanian community on the Polish border region. These communities have 
interesting historical backgrounds, a developed tradition of education system, and strong features of the national 
identity. Globalization brings a new understanding of identity and alterity. New social contexts become important and 
even essential for creating new identities. How do Lithuanian minorities describe their identities, how do they 
understand the otherness? That’s the main problems of surviving democratic society in current global social situations. 
 Our aim is to analyze how Lithuanian communities on the Polish border regions describe their ethnic identity 
and how they understand otherness. We’ll discuss the issues by comparison of theoretical debates in the current 
anthropological thought as well as by analyzing the data of our ethnographical research in Poland, Latvia, and Lithuania. 
We’ll try to examine the new models of everyday life, which change the current consciousness of people. We’ll pay 
attention to the public contexts and political situations that have impact on creating new identities. The paper will show 
the changing ethnicities of Lithuanian minorities in global Baltics. 
DIVISION: MINORITIES AND ETHNICITY IN THE BALTICS 
 
Some Comments on the Lithuanian n and r Stem Nouns 
William R. Schmalstieg (Pennsylvania State University) 
I dispute the view of Zinkevičius (1980, Lietuvių kalbos istorinė gramatika. I. Vilnius: Mokslas, p. 242) that the 
contemporary Lithuanian  nom.  sg.  endings -uõ, -ė̃  developed  from  Indo-European  *-ōn  or *-ōr, *-ēr, where n, r were 
stem-final.  Examples are said to be Lith. nom. sg.  šuõ 'dog,' akmuõ 'stone,' sesuõ 'sister,' duktė̃'daughter,' (early 
writings) mótė 'wife,' but in Zinkevičius' view cognate with the retained stem-final -n or -r attested in nom. sg. Gk. κύων 
(kúōn) 'dog,' ἄκμων (ákmōn) 'stone,' θυγάτηρ (thugátēr) 'daughter,' μήτηρ (m´ētēr) 'mother.'  The view expressed by 
Zinkevičius is certainly widely shared, going back at least to Brugmann and Delbrück. 1897.  Grundriss der vergleichenden 
Grammatik der indogermanischen Sprachen.  Vol. I. p. 346).  I claim, however, that in word-final sandhi position before a 
word beginning with a consonant Indo-European  **-on > *-ō, **-or > *-ō, *-er > *-ē, whereas in word-final sandhi 
position before a word beginning with a vowel  there was no change, viz. **-on > *-on, **-or > *-or, **-er > *-er.  I 
propose that the Greek forms which apparently represent *-ōn or *-ōr, *-ēr  are, in fact, the result  of a contamination 
of word final *-on and *-ō, *-or and *-ō, *-er and *-ē.  The Lithuanian forms šuõ, akmuõ, sesuõ, duktė̃,mótė 
representing only a word-final long vowel *-ō or *-ē respectively are then more representative of the original Indo-
European situation than are the Greek forms. 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
The Consequences of Playing the Compatriot Card: The Influence of Russia’s Activism on 
Elite Attitudes in Estonia and Latvia 
Jennie L. Schulze (Duquesne University)  
Estonia and Latvia were the primary targets of Russia’s compatriot policy during the 1990s as a result of the restrictive 
citizenship and language policies they adopted after regaining independence. In an effort to reverse Soviet era policies 
that drastically changed the demographics of both states and privileged Russian language and culture, Estonian and 
Latvian elites followed a nationalizing approach to state-building that conceives of the state as belonging to the ethnic 
majority, and consequently adopted citizenship and language polices that disenfranchised their large Russian-speaking 
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minorities. Russia has used a variety of tools to pressure Estonia and Latvia into policy reforms,  including historical 
aggravation, manipulation of border agreements, citizenship policy, military and economic pressure, international 
organizations, and propaganda campaigns. Leading scholarship has tended to either ignore  or underestimate the 
influence of Russia’s kin-state activism on ethnopolitics and minority rights in Estonia and Latvia, and has argued that EU 
membership conditionality has been more important in shaping citizenship and language policies. In addition, while 
several studies have focused on the geostrategic motivations for Russia’s activism, few studies have critically examined 
its domestic impact in target states.  Through elite interviews conducted in Estonia and Latvia in 2008, this paper will fill 
an important gap in the literature by addressing two central questions: 1) How is Russia’s kin-state activism perceived by 
Estonian and Latvian elites?; and 2) How does it affect their attitudes toward the Russian-speaking minority and minority 
integration more generally? 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, LAW 
 
Anti-Semitism in Lithuania in the Late 1930s:  Analysis of Verslas, a Weekly Newspaper 
of Lithuanian Merchants and Industrialists 
Hisashi Shigematsu (University of Tokyo) 

Western scholars who have researched the Holocaust in Lithuania insist that there was an anti-Semitic 
atmosphere among Lithuanians even before the beginning of World War II.  Their studies, however, have usually not 
been based on sources in Lithuanian due to a lack of fluency in the language. 

Seeking to verify whether there was or was not an anti-Semitic environment in interwar Lithuania and, if there 
was one, to understand the nature of this prejudice, I have used as a source the weekly business newspaper Verslas 
(“business” in Lithuanian), published in Kaunas from 1932 to 1940.  This periodical was the “weekly of Lithuanian 
merchants, manufacturers and artisans,” and consisted of articles not only about economic issues but also on politics. 

There were some anti-Semitic articles in Verslas, especially at the end of 1938 and the beginning of 1939.  
Authors writing in Verslas asserted that the Jews were communists (so-called “Judeo-Bolsheviks) who were destroying 
Lithuanian statehood; that the Jews were exploiters, extorting money from the Lithuanians; and that the Jews are 
rapists, who sullied Lithuanian unmarried women. 

In addition, Verslas often positively evaluated legislation against the Jews in Germany and other European 
countries, and advocated that similar laws be introduced in Lithuania too.  In an article about German policies against 
the Jews, one author wrote that the Jews themselves were to blame for the German government’s persecution of them.  
In short, the writers of Verslas obviously desired to found a “Lithuania of the Lithuanians.” 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
The State of Baltic Studies in Japan 
Sonoko Shima (Showa Women's University) 
The purpose of this presentation is to describe Japanese research on Baltic Studies since the 1980’s.  Although my native 
country, Japan, is located very far away from the Baltics, there do exist some researchers who specialize on studies of 
this area. The main aim of my presentation is to examine the academic characteristics of their research.  The focus will 
be on the current development of Baltic studies in Japan. 
DIVISION: ADVANCING BALTIC STUDIES 
 
Kristijonas Donelaitis: In the Clutches of Stereotypes 
Žavinta Sidabraitė (Klaipėda University) 
When analysing the works of Kristijonas Donelaitis, one should not forget the utilitarian purpose behind them – to form 
the Lithuanian peasant into an honest, enlightened person.  Donelaitis knew  from his studies at the university that the 
rhymed word is often more effective and more memorable than the unrhymed. Thus, it was in the field of poetry that 
Donelaitis’ professional interests as an educator and priest and his innate talent for creating came together. At that 
moment, there was a very distinct line drawn between the verbal and written languages of European countries, but in 
Prussian Lithuania such a divide did not exist. Of course, when writing, Donelaitis was, without a doubt, influenced by his 
education, literary experience, and learned poetic skills, but the innovation of his work in the universal literary context 
of Europe had to do with the audience to whom it was directed: the very conservative “non-modern” Lithuanian peasant 
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of Prussia. This ability to understand and adapt to his listeners was one of Donelaitis’ major literary strengths. It is often 
overlooked in the resilient clichés and stereotypes that still tend to dominate our understanding of Donelaitis as a writer 
whose work stems primarily from a very conservative, provincial mindset. In fact, Donelaitis was quite progressive for an 
educator of the time. Modern readers of his work often look only at the works themselves without understanding the 
motivation of the writer and the social background of his listeners.  
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
County-Level Operative Groups and the Occupation of Estonia of 1944 
Ardi Siilaberg (University of Tartu) 

The second occupation of Estonia by the Soviet Union during World War II took place from February to 
November 1944.  To restart and control the re-sovietization of the conquered territory behind the Red Army, Soviet 
leaders decided to send into German-occupied Estonia operative groups of security forces and civil servants, including 
institutions of the Estonian Communist Party (ECP). 

In the fall of 1943 Moscow gave orders to the projected leaders of the Soviet Republics of Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania to prepare a conjoined project for a new Soviet county-level administrative structure.  Shortly thereafter, 
orders came to begin assembling staff for county-level institutions—both party and executive committees—into 
operative groups.   There were separate operative groups for Tallinn and Narva as these were considered to be the most 
important cities in Estonia.  There also were separate operative groups for both the NKVD (Internal Affairs forces) and 
NKGB (state security forces). 

Most of the operative groups began their activities in early March 1944, but in April 1944 the ECP Central 
Committee gave orders to postpone active preparations for return to Estonia.  In June the Central Committee concluded 
that only half of the personnel had been gathered for future Soviet institutions and that most had little to no 
qualifications.  From that point on, the only requirement for positions in the ESSR was knowledge of Estonian.  During 
the following months, quantity of future ESSR workers prevailed over quality, and this became the primary obstacle 
during the fall of 1944 when the re-sovietization of Estonia began.   
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 

 
Practices of Inclusion and Exclusion: Perspectives on Equitable Futures in Estonian Language 
Policy 
Delaney Michael Skerrett (The University of Queensland) 
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with four (two Russian-speaking and two -Estonian speaking) individuals 
that are either directly involved in language policy activities or have a public role as authorities on social issues in 
Estonia. The interview questions were designed to elicit how the individuals are involved in language policy activities, 
how they perceive the viability of the Estonian language and what they would recommend to improve this, and how 
they assess current language policy in terms of its equitability for (different groups of) Russian-speakers and how it could 
be improved in order to treat them more fairly and increase their likelihood of acquiring and speaking Estonian. It is this 
final issue that I concentrate on in this paper: namely, how the interviewees perceive the issue of the motivation of 
Russian-speakers to learn Estonian and what can be done to increase this. The poststructuralist paradigm informing the 
analysis requires us to understand behaviours as contingent on context; discourses need to be reshaped to admit more 
diversity in the acceptable and appropriate “performance” of everyday life and thus within identity group structures. 
The practices of everyday life that maintain and reflect discourses thus need to promote heterogeneity: be queerer. I call 
these practices of inclusion in contrast to many current practices which sustain barriers between ethnic Estonians and 
Russian-speakers, which we can call thus practices of exclusion.  
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
The Situation of the Polish Ethnic Minority in Contemporary Klaipėda: Problems of National 
Identity Preservation, Acculturation, and Assimilation  
Rimantas Sliužinskas (Klaipėda University, Institute of Baltic Sea Region History and Archaeology) 
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The stereotypes about just two main ethnic groups, such as bilingual (Lithuanian-German) local lietuvininkai 
people, and žemaičiai, the Lithuanian new-comers after the 2nd World War) in the Klaipėda region are well-known. On 
the other hand, live representatives of a great number of other nationalities and ethnic groups still live there.  Invited by 
Soviet administration, they  worked at Klaipėda harbor and other city industries in 1950-70's, up to the end of the Soviet 
period, and in the times of the last 20 years of open state borders in Independent Lithuania. The Russian, Belarusian, 
German, Jewish, Ukrainian, Polish, Latvian, even Armenian, Tartar etc.  national minorities remain here from the 
Lithuanian State Independent times up to now as well.  Several questions arise: What about their national, language and 
cultural identity preservation policy vs. acculturation and assimilation with each other or the Lithuanian majority? What 
about their current possibilities to continue and to propagate their own ethnic roots and traditions? What about the 
inner- and inter- contacts and attitude of particular national groups in the context of generally changing times during last 
60 years? What about national identity orientation of their children, including next generations, faced with the modern 
global cosmopolitism ideas? What about the most active Non-Government Organizations of national minorities in 
Klaipėda city and surroundings at present? 

All those questions may be named as the main objectives of my scientific research work at Klaipėda University at 
present. In my paper, I will present the results of my investigations on the base of the Polish case regarding such 
actualities in the Soviet period and today. 
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Financial Support and Student Labor Force Participation in Post-Soviet Latvia 
Kenneth Smith (Millersville University), Daunis Auers (University of Latvia), and Toms Rostoks (University of 
Latvia) 
Several studies indicate student employment has a significant impact on student academic performance.  Thus 
it is important to understand motivations for student employment and labor force participation.  Several 
studies – primarily from the U.S. – indicate that the availability of financial aid and parental support play an 
important role in student employment.  Using data gathered from Latvian law and social science students at 
various Latvian institutions of higher education, we examine determinants of labor force participation.  Latvia 
is an interesting case study as higher education is quickly evolving in the post-Soviet era.  Unlike much of 
Europe, private higher education began to grow rapidly in transition and many “public” institutions charge 
relatively high tuition.  Further, financial aid is rapidly evolving in Latvia with a young student loan program 
emerging.  Results suggest that student financial support has a significant effect on labor market activity.  Our 
findings also indicate that the type of support is important in determining student labor market outcomes 
including whether a student is active in the labor market and whether or not the student is employed or 
unemployed.  As opposed to most studies of student labor, our data allow examination of unemployment as 
well as employment.  An interesting finding is that unemployment appears to have an effect on academic 
performance comparable to part-time work. 
DIVISION: BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
 
Nothing Personal: Autobiographic Narratives and Fictional Memories in Post-Soviet Baltic 
Theatre 
Jurgita Staniškytė (Vytautas Magnus University) 

For a long time theatre was described as a site, where community can contemplate or  
evaluate the representations of its own past and identity. According to this definition, theatre  
serves  as  a  social  environment  that helps  shape  individual  memories  into  a  more  or  less  
coherent collective memory.  However, in the last two decades post/soviet Baltic theatres has  
radically revised and complicated the notion of performance as a “vehicle of memory”. First  
of  all,  increasing  body  of  contemporary  performances  that  deal  with  personal  memories  
openly avoid promotion of the sense of “coherent” collective memory or national history, but  
rather focuses on the notions of dislocation and paradox, on the imaginative or constructive  
(as well as emotional) aspects of historical narratives and investigate the interplay between  
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reality and fiction in performative displays of individual memories as well as in the nature of  
historiography itself.   

Performances  of  personal  memories  are  employed  onstage  for  various  reasons:  as  
symbolic witnesses to the past; as counter/agents to the official historiography renegotiating  
its  versions  and  exclusions;  as  source  of  an  authentic  presence.  However,  contemporary  
displays of personal memories on Baltic stage often demonstrate quite different urge to play  
with the notions of “authentic” historical experience and to place the audience in the center  
of the game as the main agent, which can verify or recognize a given phenomenon / history  
/ memory as fictional or real or, as a matter of fact, can be tricked to do so.    
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
The Silent Languages of Alphonso Lingis, or Dangerous Translations  
Dalia Staponkute (University of Cyprus) 

Allusion to one of Alphonso Lingis’s works, Dangerous Emotions, in the title of this paper highlights the 
processes pertinent to language and translation in an era of globalization. Lingis´s philosophical travel writing reveals 
that travel in a world of diverse languages and cultures is fraught with difficulties and dangers in an era of globalization 
and a prevailing Anglophone communication.  

This paper will explore the relation between travel, language and culture in Alphonso Lingis`s philosophical 
travel writing from the point of view of translation theory. The focus will be on the traveller as translating agent and 
intercultural mediator, as well as on the creative tension in the elaboration of culture and identity.  

In his philosophical travel writing Lingis exiles himself from the rational language of philosophy.. Focusing on the 
insufficiency of language in the transmission of meanings, Lingis expresses a critique of rational translation and points to 
spontaneity in translation as bodily performance—highlighting the importance of the remainder or surplus in translation 
by emphasizing ways of knowing that are channelled through taste, touch, vision, smell and (non-verbal) sound.  

Lingis´s work also inspires the reader to envision wider problematic and specific/personal cases of translation in 
changing mother-tongues as cultural mother-child bonds, and the consequences of this  for language, culture and the 
human world at large. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Manuscript Documents of the Late Nineteenth Century and Early Twentieth Century—
Sources for Historical Research 
Jolita Steponaitienė (Martynas Mažvydas National Library of Lithuania and Vilnius University) 

The late nineteenth century and early twentieth century is a special period in the history of Lithuania; it was the 
time of the birth of the nation, the restoration of the state, and the creation of appellative language.  During Soviet 
times this period was qualified in ideological aspect; an emphasis was placed on class struggle, struggling free from 
imperialism, and later, criticism of autonomy and of the achievements of the young independent state. 

The purpose of this paper is to describe manuscript document collections (personal and societies archives) 
preserved in the libraries of Lithuania on topics from this key period in Lithuanian history: the ban on the printing of 
Lithuanian books in the Latin alphabet, emigration, and personal experiences and reflections on events of that time.  The 
documents are classified following the typology applied in Lithuanian book science.  During the period of the press ban, 
illegal printing of materials in the Latin alphabet developed.  Though few manuscript documents survive from that 
period, they are supplemented by information published in illegal periodicals.  Documents produced in emigration are 
also significant.  They were formed in various geographical areas (the United States, Russia, Poland, etc.), and traditions 
of these countries influenced the style, language and format of documents produced in them.  Today these documents 
are also being used in interdisciplinary projects. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
The Swedish Connection: Transnational Networks and Communication between the 
Democratic Opposition in Soviet Estonia and the Estonian Exile Community during the 1980s 
Lars Fredrik Stöcker (European University Institute, Florence) 

http://aabs2012.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&category_name=aesthetics-creativity-and-culture
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The first credible information about the existence of a small, but nevertheless organized democratic opposition 
in Estonia, which reached the West in the mid-1970s, marked an important watershed for Estonian exile politics, 
especially in Sweden.  As during World War II and the immediate post-war years, geography regained its importance for 
the informational exchange between the exiles and their fellow countrymen in the home country.  

In the late 1970s, a small number of Estonian activists on both sides of the Iron Curtain managed to establish 
first channels of regular informational exchange between Soviet Estonia and the free world, whose central key node was 
Stockholm, one of the main centers of the Estonian diaspora.  Due to the conspirative networks between Sweden and 
Estonia, which often proved to be able to outwit the KGB’s otherwise very effective surveillance system, the 
representatives of both Estonian exile politics and the domestic opposition could develop a so far unimaginable level of 
cooperation.  

Based on archival research and oral history interviews with formerly politically active Swedish exile Estonians as 
well as Soviet Estonian dissidents active in the 1970s and 1980s, the paper aims at reconstructing the coordinated exile 
and dissident strategies of surmounting the isolation of Soviet Estonia from the turn of the decade onwards.  This 
transnational angle adds a fruitful perspective to the research on the last decade of Soviet rule in Estonia, from which 
both Soviet Estonian and exile historiography as well as, on a broader level, Cold War history as a whole can profit.  
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
The Homeland Does Not Forget You: The Latvian Cultural Promotion and Aid Society for 
Latvians Abroad, 1924-1928 
Andris Straumanis (University of Wisconsin-River Falls) 
In recent years, scholarly interest has grown in diaspora-homeland relations, especially in the case of post-Communist 
nations and in regard to late-twentieth-century migrations.  During the twenty years of Latvia's renewed independence, 
various official and nongovernmental organizations have attempted—with varying degrees of success—to reach out to 
the diaspora to foster links to the homeland and to help maintain cultural identity abroad.  While it may not provide any 
lessons for today, this paper examines a similar effort that was attempted from 1924-1928 by the Latvian Cultural 
Promotion and Aid Society for Latvians Abroad (Latvju kultūras veicināšanas un palīdzības biedrība latvjiem ārzemēs).  
This nongovernmental organization planned to publish a monthly newsletter and to arrange for periodicals and books to 
be sent to Latvian communities in countries such as Brazil, China, Estonia, the Soviet Union, and the United States. 
Thought was given to organizing cultural excursions to those “colonies,” as well as inviting Latvians abroad to visit the 
homeland.  However, within two years of its founding the society ran into a number of problems: lack of government 
support, declining interest from existing and potential members, evidence of disunity in some of the far-flung 
communities that could be served by the group, and a personal scandal involving the organization’s chairman.  In the 
end, the society seemed doomed to fail.  However, its archive offers a look at the desires and struggles of some early 
twentieth-century Latvian communities abroad to maintain their ethnic identity, a theme that resonates today. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Julia Sulina (Estonian Literary Museum)—see Triinu Ojamaa  
 
Some Recent Trends in Latvian Music: On the Boundaries Between Paradigms 
Ilze Šarkovska-Liepiņa (University of Latvia, Institute of Literature, Folklore, and Art) 
 Significant changes have taken place since the 1980s and 1990s with respect to the function and significance of 
artists in society. In the latter decades, creative artists were directly involved in changes in the political process; their 
works evinced emotional pathos and consciousness of the artist’s mission in the consolidation of society. Now, 
paradigms have changed, from attempts to confirm through music a sense of national identity to the aesthetic of Neo-
Romanticism, to creative investigations of new technologies, and to concern for sound as a personal value. 
 Today’s composers, many of whom work in the tradition of post-war Western avant-gardes, have assumed key 
roles in the environment of classic music making in Latvia. Many of their works exhibit elements of a Romantic aesthetic, 
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particularly among the middle and later generations of composers, such as Pēteris Vasks, Pēteris Plakidis, and Maija 
Einfelde. Also vital are Neo-Classical trends, echoes of the “Folklore Wave,” and so forth. 
 In recent years, the works of Latvian composers have been notable for their great stylistic and technological 
diversity; there is no single identifiable Latvian school of composition. The heritage of the past and the interaction of 
tradition with new experiences enables one to perceive the coalescence of a new set of aesthetic values, already 
evinced in some musical works by a new generation of: such as Mārtiņš Viļums, Ēriks Ešenvalds, Santa Ratniece, and 
others. 
DIVISION: MUSICOLOGY 
 
Is It the Words, or is It the Music? 
Guntis Šmidchens (University of Washington) 
On Estonia's 90th birthday, 650 Estonians wrote 6,500 lines of poetry as a gift to their country.  Out of this corpus,  
folklorists created "Viruregi," a 373-line poem whose metrical form stems as much from the literary 
national epic, Kalevipoeg, as from oral regilaul. This "written oral poem" (J.M. Foley's terminology) became a "voiced 
text" when it was sung for the first time on February 24, 2008.  Its genre is not difficult to determine. 
It is a long song (40 minutes!).  It tells a heroic national history.  It presents beliefs and worldview (a singer commented, 
"if you need to pass the citizenship exam, read this song-- It's all there").  It is an epic song.  As a new national epic, it 
may be more effective than Kalevipoeg.  Performers note that the "power" of this song comes from both content and 
sung form.  Its roots in oral poetry and folk creativity entail an open ended text that may change in performance.  The 
song's effect on future Estonian national culture remains to be determined.  
DIVISION: MUSICOLOGY 
 
Transcultural Strategies and Tendencies in Lithuanian Art Cinema 
Renata Šukaitytė (Lithuanian Culture Research Institute and Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre) 
This  paper  seeks  to  examine  the  transcultural  production  and  distribution  strategies  in  contemporary Lithuanian 
film, namely feature fiction and documentary produced by auteurs Arūnas  Matelis,  Audrius  Stonys,  Šarūnas  Bartas,  
Audrius  Juzėnas  and  Kristijonas  Vildžiūnas.  The  works  of  these  directors  will  be  reflected  from  geopolitical,  
economic  and aesthetical  perspectives  as  this  will  help  to  look  at  the  phenomenon  in  a  complex  and sustained 
way. Almost the very first works of the mentioned filmmakers (especially Bartas) gained  international  recognition  at  
international  film  festivals  and  formed  a  cross-national circle  of  their  film  fans.  Being  representatives  of  a  small  
cultural  and  linguistic  group  they managed  to  create  a  film  that  crosses  cultural  and  geographical  borders  due  
to development  of  intercultural  aesthetics  that  could  be  characterized  by  representations  of intercultural  spaces  
and  communities,  mixture  of  different  languages  (mainly,  Lithuanian, Russian,  German  and  French)  and  nature  of  
main  protagonist  (nomads),  which  trek  form one  place  or  community  to  another  in  quest  of  relief,  freedom  or  
new  adventure.  Their national  or  cultural  identity  is  not  clearly  articulated,  however  they  could  be  recognized  as 
Europeans  which  land  have  always  been  a  corridor  for  different  nations  and  a  temporary home or place of 
freedom. In addition to aforementioned artistic strategies, the intercultural character of these films is expressed in the 
very nature of its production as most of them are made  in  co-production  with  French,  Portuguese,  Russian,  Dutch  
companies  and  with participation  of  international  cast  (Valentinas  Masalskis,  Ekaterina  Golubeva,  Leos  Carax, 
Klavdia Koršunova, Valeria Bruni Tedeschi and others) and conational members of broader creative team.    
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
Lithuanians’ Attitudes toward Internet Infidelity 
Algė Šuliakaitė (Vytautas Magnus University) 
This study explores Lithuanians’ attitudes and perceptions toward internet infidelity and investigates whether 
interpersonal and intrapersonal factors were associated with the attitudes toward online affairs. The researcher was 
unable to locate studies in Lithuania that made reference to internet infidelity. The study was exploratory in nature in 
order to draw public and researchers’ attention to the understudied internet infidelity phenomenon in Lithuania. 

The participants for this study were recruited using a convenience sampling technique. A sample of 251 
participants completed measures of attitudes toward Internet infidelity. Data were analyzed using descriptive and 
inferential statistics. 

http://aabs2012.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&category_name=aesthetics-creativity-and-culture
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The findings of this study indicated Lithuanians’ tendency to engage in different online behaviors. The 
exploration of the attitudes toward potentially unfaithful online activities suggested that Lithuanians consider internet 
infidelity to be a serious form of betrayal. The results showed that internet infidelity exists on a behavioral continuum 
where some online acts were considered more unfaithful than others based on the level of partners’ involvement in 
secretive online behaviors. Online behaviors that implied initiation of online relationships and engagement into intimate 
relationships were considered to be most unfaithful. Online acts that indicated superficial and non-intimate 
communication were considered as least unfaithful. Attitudes toward internet infidelity were related to several factors 
in this study, namely, gender, religiosity, and prior infidelity. The findings indicated that age and online relationship 
experiences were not related to the attitudes toward internet infidelity. 
DIVISION: SOCIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Devotion to the Native Tongue (A Short Story on the Linguistic Nationalism in Lithuania) 
Giedrius Tamaševičius (Institute of Lithuanian language, Vilnius) 
“Modern Lithuania emerged from philology and language” – the validity of these words by Czeslaw Miłosz from his book 
In Search of a Homeland is newly confirmed by the discussions about the threats against the destiny of Lithuanian 
language and the future of the nation. The historical period described by Milosz (the end of the 19th  century and the 
beginning of the 20th century) is still a kind of ‘dreamtime’ not only for Lithuanian nationalism, but also for the language 
ideology – this is the time when Lithuanian standard variety was born. The aim of this paper is to follow the 
development of the ideology of the linguistic nationalism during the 20th century up to this day. Particular attention will 
be given to the Soviet period, when the fight for the culture of language officially was declared as both a tool for 
constructing the communist society and a weapon for strengthening the Lithuanian nation.   
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Toward the New Approach of the History of Written Lithuanian 
Aurelija Tamošiūnaitė (University of Illinois at Chicago) 

The history of written Lithuanian is often perceived as a process toward a standard and uniform written 
language. As Palionis claims, “the history of written Lithuanian deals only with the development of consciously more or 
less cultivated, codified written language”(1995). Thus, the sources that might not exhibit above mentioned features 
might be excluded from the scope of the analysis of written Lithuanian. Such approach, that Elspaß defines as “language 
history from above” (2007), neglects text sources that represent informal, everyday language, thus, it omits the data 
that might provide more insights on the “actual” usage of the written language among previously understudied social 
groups.  

In my presentation, relying on the outcomes of recent studies in historical sociolinguistics (Elspaß 2002, van der 
Wal 2007, Vandenbussche 2002, etc.), I will attempt to look at the history of written Lithuanian from the point of view of 
the language user. My analysis is based on 119 manuscript Lithuanian letters, written at the turn and the first half of the 
20th century by less educated rural Lithuanians, who at that time constituted the majority of Lithuanian speakers. I will 
focus on the orthographic variation in the letters and its possible relationship with author’s age, literacy level, and 
writing time. The main aim of the presentation is to provide “another view” of the linguistic picture of Lithuanian 
language, and to show that orthographical practices in handwritten manuscripts exhibited much more diversity than in 
printed texts.  
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
The Reception of Uku Masing’s Translations 
Aile Tooming (Tallinn University) 
Uku Masing (1909-1985), one of Estonia’s greatest religious poets and a theologian, was a polyglot and erudite in many 
fields. From the 1940s he was one of the most influential Estonian intellectuals “in internal emigration”. Masing 
translated poetry, prose, and theological literature from many languages, distant cultures and times. He became known 
as a translator in the 1930s; just before the beginning of the Soviet regime two very important Masing’s translations 
were published – Tagore’s Gitanjali and The Gardener –- and a new translation of the Bible (he had been one of the 
three translators.) During the 1940s and 1950s Masing was suppressed, although at that time he intensively worked on 
several translations (in addition to theological work and poetry writing.) Beginning from the 1960s several of his 
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translations and some reviews of these were published. At the same time that covert reception of Masing’s works was 
constantly increasing, Masing was the authority for several young theologians and poets, influencing them by his 
translations alongside with his other works. The real “(re)discovering” and (re)publishing of Masing’s works (among 
them, translations) began some years after his death in 1988 with the political liberation of Estonia, and it has been 
continuing up to the present day. This paper focuses on the public and covert reception of Masing’s translations in 
Estonia and also in exile and on the role and possible influence of his translations on Estonian culture. 
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Taxes and the Business Cycle in the Baltic Countries during the Last Decade 
Viktor Trasberg (University of Tartu) 

This paper focuses on tax policy developments in the Baltic States during the last decade.  During that period, 
the countries joined European Union and passed through a dramatic boom-bust business cycle. 

The first part of the paper will compare and overview the taxation trends in Baltic countries and will explain 
some structural changes in the governments’ tax revenues. 

The second part of the paper will analyze the impact of EU accession on the Baltic countries' taxation and will 
discuss taxation policies during the different phases of the economic cycle. 
DIVISION: BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
 
Scales of Estonian Citizenship: Implications for Russophone Political Incorporation 
David J. Trimbach (University of Kansas) 
Baltic Russophone marginalization and exclusion is well documented in Baltic citizenship scholarship. However, this 
scholarship neglects to recognize citizenship as spatial. To bridge the conceptual and disciplinary gaps, I apply a multi-
scalar approach in this paper connecting citizenship to space. At multiple interconnected scales (supra-national, 
national, sub-national), I analyze citizenship acquisition and political participation policies in Estonia and their 
implications on Russophone political incorporation and mobilization. I examine the relationship of exclusionary 
naturalization and electoral policies with political mobilization via jurisdictional scale. I find the multi-scalar muddling of 
Estonian citizenship structurally hinders Russophone political incorporation and mobilization, while simultaneously 
creates potential new sites for engagement.  
DIVISION: MINORITIES AND ETHNICITY IN THE BALTICS 
 
Baltic “Peoples” in European Enlightenment Thought 
Ralph Tuchtenhagen (Humboldt University) 
Although closely connected to older concepts of people in the sense of crowd or mass, the concept of a distinct “people” 
is an invention of European Enlightenment thought.  It marks a shift of consciousness from speaking of people as mere 
subjects of a master to people composing a community that shares a common history, language and world view, 
common customs, values, and political aims.  In a Baltic context, the pastoral work of the (Baltic) German vicars and the 
impact of the German Enlightenment (Kant, Herder etc.) obviously led to a shift from distinguishing Deutsch (German) 
and Undeutsch (non-German) to discovering/inventing “Germans,” “Latvians,” “Estonian,” “Lithuanians.”  This talk aims 
to explain how this change of concepts developed in the context and under the impact of European Enlightenment 
thought in the second half of the eighteenth century, and to elucidate what attributes were created to make it into a 
leading idea of nineteenth- and twentieth-century political thinking. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Explaining Corruption in the Baltic States 
Sigita Urdze (Technical University of Darmstadt, Germany) 
Corruption is a major problem in the Baltic States. However there are significant differences in the level of corruption 
between the three states. Data by Transparency International shows that Estonia’s corruption level is constantly 
decreasing and slowly but steadily approaching Western European level. Latvia’s and Lithuania’s corruption levels have 
improved as well but still more resemble that of other Central and Eastern European states. From the actual level of 
corruption one has to differentiate the level of individuals’ perception of corruption (Loveless/Whitefield 2011). In this 
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regard there are far less differences between the Baltic States. The proposed paper wants to first give an overview on 
the actual level of corruption as well as on the level of individuals’ perception of corruption in the Baltic States. The 
second part tries to answer the question how the development of the corruption levels and the differences between the 
two level types can be explained. The explanation of the actual level of corruption includes as influential factors: (1) 
history and culture, (2) economic development, (3) political institutions, (4) anti-corruption policies. The explanation of 
individuals’ perception of corruption includes: (1) different understandings of the term “corruption”, (2) awareness of 
corruption as a problem, (3) perception of anti-corruption-policies, (4) ethnical aspects, (5) perceived inequality. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, LAW 
 
Overt and Covert Hierarchisation of Standard-Dialect Varieties in the Lithuanian Speech 
Community 
Loreta Vaicekauskienė (The Institute of Lithuanian Language, Vilnius) 
The presentation discusses the relationship between overt and covert language values and the changes of 
language use in the late modern speech community of Lithuania. It examines the theoretical presumption 
formulated by Copenhagen school of attitude research that language change is governed by the subconsciously 
offered covert values, while the consciously offered attitudes reflect another, opposite, system of values and 
support the official overt ideologies. The dominant ideological discourse is introduced and the hierarchies of 
speech varieties (the so-called conservative, modern and regional standards) revealed by the direct research 
methods (quantitative and qualitative interviews) are compared with the experimental data. The presentation 
focuses on the findings from representative speaker evaluation experiments and label ranking tasks conducted 
with 9th and 10th grades students (15-17 year olds) in the schools of capital Vilnius and several smaller towns 
situated around two regional centres of Lithuania, Telšiai (‘the capital’ of the Lowlands, West Lithuania) and 
Marijampolė (the centre of Suvalkija, South Lithuania). The Lithuanian data prove the existence of covert 
values, but the question of their role for the factual linguistic choices remains open. However, it is not unlikely 
that the subconsciously offered values point to ongoing changes coming to light in the future. 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Lithuanian Literature in English: A Corpus-Based Approach Towards Translation of Author-
Specific Neologisms 
Jurgita Vaičenonienė (Vytautas Magnus University) 
Translation of literature plays a crucial role in enhancing cross-cultural understanding and communication. Literary 
works can be the first acquaintance with a culture different from one’s own. It is in the interest of a country not only to 
translate and spread its literary heritage worldwide, but also to inquire whether a translation represents adequately 
what was meant in the original. Parallel corpus and corpus-based methods can be seen as a way to analyze how 
Lithuanian literature is translated into English. Ongoing research in the field of Descriptive Translation Studies has 
concentrated on the features that pervade translated texts and possible reasons for that (Toury 1995; Baker 1993). One 
such proposed feature of translation is the law of growing standardization, seen as a tendency to modify textual 
relations of the original text in favour of more habitual options for target repertoire (Toury, 1995: 268). The feature is 
assumed to be especially prevalent in minor-to-dominant languages’ translation direction. The aim of the presentation is 
to investigate whether lexical standardization is a dominant feature of translation in the specially compiled parallel 
corpus of Lithuanian-English prose works consisting of 1,7 million words. The object of the research is author-specific 
neologisms – stylistically marked, occasional and contextually dependant lexical items in literary texts. Corpus-based 
methods, qualitative and quantitative analyses of the data reveal that although standardization dominates the 
translation of author-specific neologisms, it is not the only approach; cases of creative translation of the data occur.  
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Estonian “June Communists” and Western European Fellow Travelers 
Jaak Valge (Tallinn University) 
Among the ministers of the Estonian pseudo-government that rose to power in June 1940, there were no prison-
hardened old underground communists.  Like the pseudo-governments in the other Baltic countries, this Soviet-
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sponsored government has been called a “literary”-type government; since among the ministers there were a number 
intellectuals, the name is apposite. 
The reason often posited why these individuals began working for Moscow seems at the first glance logical and 
persuasive: the authoritarian regime that emerged before the loss of the independence in Estonia and other Baltic 
countries rejected the intelligentsia.  However, further research reveals this was not the main reason.   An additional 
suggested reason that the left intelligentsia was willing to begin serving Soviet power in the summer of 1940 is their 
desire to soften the process of sovietization of Estonia.  This theory, however, is not supported by the evidence. 
This presentation analyzes the views of the left intelligentsia in the 1920s and 1930s and their motives in 1940.  What 
brought such a large proportion of the left intelligentsia to serve Moscow in 1940?  What was the appeal of Soviet 
communism?  Did their views and actions differ from those of their Western European fellow travelers, and if so, how?  
Is there reason to think that had the Soviet Union had occupied a Western European country, many of their local left 
intelligentsia would have also been willing to serve the occupying power? 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
“Good morning, my precious little Estonian on the other side of the speaker”: Ethnolinguistic 
Nationalism and Estonian Hip-Hop 
Triin Vallaste (Brown University) 

Since the release of his first album in 2003, Estonian rapper Chalice has become one of the most prominent 
popular musicians in Estonia. In addition to praise from critics and successful record sales, the Estonian state has 
recognized him on the highest level: Chalice’s track “Minu inimesed” (My People) was included on the concert programs 
of the President’s celebration of Estonia’s Independence Day in 2006 and the countrywide Youth Song and Dance 
Celebration in 2007.  
 Across Europe, youth have re-territorialized rap to critique local social conditions and raise debates about 
racism, citizenship policies, unemployment, and poverty. Chalice, however, addresses social issues in ethnically divided 
Estonia in a circumspect way, choosing to celebrate more pro-state sentiments. Here, I track through ethnography and 
media analysis his rise from underground rapper to “the crown prince of national culture.” I argue that while he is often 
described as a musician who “unites the people, old and young,” Chalice’s production in fact intensifies the schism 
between ethnic Estonians and the state’s citizens who are not ethnically Estonian. In the Estonian context, the state has 
employed Chalice to represent a hegemonic ethnolinguistic state ideology. This kind of state appropriation offers an 
exceptional case study that contrasts with much of the global hip-hop that typically voices concerns and fights for the 
rights of marginalized groups. Furthermore, Chalice’s case offers a provocative example of the unusual ways in which 
genre indigenization alters not only musical sound and language, but also the ideological functions of a form of artistic 
expression. 
DIVISION: MUSICOLOGY 
 
The Moravian Church and the Dissemination of Written Latvian in the 18th Century Livonia 
Pēteris Vanags  (University of Latvia / Stockholm University) 

The religious and cultural life of Livonia in the 18th century has changed with the appearance of the Bohemian 
Brethren in the 30ies, the establishing and growing of their communities between the Latvian and Estonian population 
of Livonia. In 1743 the Moravian Church was officially forbidden by the Russian Empress Elisabeth, nevertheless the 
movement and communities continued to exist and develop. The Moravian Church was officially allowed again in 1817 
by Emperor Alexander. The church played an important role not only in the religious life, but also in cultural and 
economic development of Latvians. E.g. at the end of the 18th century the literacy among the Latvians in Livonia was ca. 
65 %, but in the districts with strong influence of the movement it was even higher – ca. 80-88%. An important role in 
the history of the Latvian literature and written language in the 18th and early 19th century played also writings of 
Bohemian Brethren. Alongside with printed books existed also a wide handwritten literature of the brethren in Latvian. 
The authors were ordinary people – farmers and craftsmen, men as well as women. This kind of literature included 
several types of texts – speeches or sermons, psalms, biographies of well known brethren, historical essays. Most of 
these texts survived in copies from the 19th century. But there is a kind of texts preserved also from the 18th century – 
letters written by brethren and sisters in Latvian to their German brethren in Herrnhut. These letters mostly also are 
copies with translations into German, but nevertheless they are important documents for the history of Written Latvian. 
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These texts allow us to find out to what extent traditions of Written Latvian alongside with local dialects were already 
established among the brethren in the second half of the 18th century. 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Controlling the Past through Cinema in the Baltic Region 
Vesa Vares (University of Turku) 

This presentation examines historical films made after the break of 1989 and investigates how they present 
national struggles for independence and other periods which are considered important to national identity and 
sovereignty. 

In countries with experience with socialism, films tend to represent the case of national liberation—examples 
include the Estonian film Tuulepaelne maa (“The Wind-Ribboned Land”) and the Latvian film The Struggle of Riga.  In the 
Polish film Katyn, it is not a question of victory, but of martyrs essential to Polish identity.  In these films, the struggle is 
described as a brave and necessary one, and the enemy—the Bolshevik Russians or German nobility—is depicted as 
repulsive in many ways. 

In Finland, on the other hand, the image of the Independence / Civil War of 1918 is quite closely parallels the 
Western European genre of war films; the aspect of independence is taken into account hardly at all, and instead the 
focus is only on “White” terror and tragedy.  However, films about the Winter War and Continuation War represent a 
heroic struggle, which preserved Finnish independence.  The only major difference in comparison with the Baltic and 
Polish films is the almost total absence of the “evil enemy” image. 

In this presentation I also include Norway and the film Max Manus.  This film describes the struggle of the 
resistance movement against the Germans in 1940-1945 and interestingly combines the “cruel war” genre and the 
aspect of a battle which was heroic and not futile. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Semantic Change in Latvian Under the Influence of English 
Andrejs Veisbergs (University of Latvia) 

The impact of English as a global language upon Latvian has been growing exponentially in the last 20 years. It 
results not only in traditional borrowing and loans, but affects also the sphere of semantics – native Latvian words and 
earlier loans modify and change their meanings under the influence of English. Latvian linguistics for about 100 years has 
preferred to ignore or condone semantic change, though it has always been rife. The paper views the change from a 
novel point of view as reflected in new meanings (retorika, izdegt), broadening and narrowing of meaning (instruments, 
pieredze), connotational change (pilsonisks, militārists), conceptual recategorization (burbulis, tuša) and shifts in idiom 
loans (tauriņi vēderā. nāk ārā). Though some of the changes may seem unnecessary, redundant and even confusing, 
there seems to be no way of resisting it, as it is the result of a massive impact of language contact which envelops all 
layers of lexis and styles. Many of the changes are characteristic of the traditional meaning development of Latvian lexis, 
some of the changes are of nonce character and transitory. Finally these processes depend not so much on the linguistic 
particularities of the languages involved, they reflect the change of the modern society and its cultural paradigms. 
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Is Lithuanian Identity (Post)modern? 
Linas Venclauskas (Vytautas Magnus University) 
This paper discusses the development of modern Lithuanian identity in the second half of the nineteenth century and 
throughout the twentieth century, though the focus is on the last twenty years of independence.  What we have 
inherited from the past?  Have we modified our concepts of identify through new perspectives, or are we still dealing 
with the identity that was formed in the mid-twentieth century?  Sources for this paper include public discussions in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, primarily from newspapers.  For understanding concepts of identity over the past 
twenty years, attention will be given to Lithuanian history textbooks; these help us understand what kind of history is 
being taught in contemporary Lithuania.  Important questions arise: Is Lithuania presented in these textbooks as a 
nation-state or there are signs of intercultural perspective?  Is Lithuania presented as part of a global world, or as a 
separate country with its own separate past, history and destiny?  What symbols and language are used when speaking 
about Lithuania?  Are they civic or national based?  Is identity perceived as an unchangeable structure, or can it be 



 62 

deconstructed, reconstructed and changed in answer to new global challenges?  To help compare primary narratives 
and their perception, some survey data of Lithuanian students will be presented as well; this will help us grasp changes 
in the consciousness of the generation born after 1990, in an already independent Lithuania.  
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEDICINE 
 
Estonian Literature after Postmodernism: The Challenge of “New Sincerity” 
Piret Viires (Tallinn University / Estonian Literary Museum) 

Several researchers have stated, in describing the cultural situation of the early 21st century, that the heyday of 
postmodernism has passed. Postmodernist theory has exhausted itself and has failed to describe the contemporary 
world adequately in the early 21st century.  

So, the present question is: what comes after postmodernism? The umbrella term “post-postmodernism” is generally 
used to describe the cultural situation following postmodernism. There are also more specific terms: neomodernism, 
metamodernism, hypermodernity, automodernity, digimodernism, performatism, critical realism, etc. Most of the new 
definitions are characterised by their attempt to oppose postmodernism, i.e. postmodernist cynicism, playfulness and 
irony. Instead, they try to offer something new to replace the existing clichés, such as truth, simplicity, clarity and 
beauty: all values that postmodernism had abolished. 

Similar theoretical treatments are supported by cultural phenomena called “new simplicity” and “new sincerity”. The 
question that is addressed in this paper is whether we can find “new sincerity” in contemporary Estonian literature. I will 
argue that “new sincerity” is not an altogether alien concept in Estonian literature, and there are writers who write “new 
sincere” texts.  

In conclusion, we can declare that the postmodernist “age of irony” is over and literature that values truth and 
beauty is on the rise. At the same time, we are currently in a transitional period. One era, the postmodern, has ended, 
and the next has not quite started. What actually happened in our era will only be established afterwards, when we will 
be able to look back at the current moment.  
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Estonian Composers in St. Petersburg: Tobias, Kapp, Lemba, Eller 
Nicholas L. Wallin (Lake Forest College) 

The earliest compositions in the Estonian symphonic tradition can be traced to the composer Rudolf Tobias 
(1873-1918), as well as to his near contemporaries Artur Kapp (1878-1952), Artur Lemba (1885-1963), and Heino Eller 
(1887-1970). These four are credited with the first-ever Estonian symphonic work (Tobias, 1896), the first Estonian piano 
concerto (Tobias, 1897), the first Estonian cantata (Tobias, 1897), and first Estonian symphony (Lemba, 1908). Eller and 
Kapp were also among the founding teachers of composition at the Tallinn Conservatory (1919) and Tartu Higher School 
of Music (1919). 

Although these four were among the most influential early Estonian symphonic composers, they were all 
educated in St. Petersburg. My presentation provides an examination of symphonic works by these pioneering 
Estonians, relating their works to those of their teachers and contemporaries from the St. Petersburg school, chief 
among whom was Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. The comparison will provide a framework for delineating a broad incipient 
style for the first generation of Estonian symphonic composers. 
DIVISION: MUSICOLOGY 
 
Friends in the North? Finnish and Estonian Defense Capability in the Reports of Polish 
Military Attachés in Helsinki and Tallinn/Riga, 1919-1939 
Piotr Wawrzeniuk (Södertörn University, Sweden) 
On the eve of World War I, Finland, Estonia, and Poland were among the new states that appeared out of the fallen 
empires of the Romanovs,  Hohenzollerns and Habsburgs.  Using source material from Polish archives, this presentation 
follows the quest for security among these three states through the eyes of Polish military attachés.  Polish military 
analyzers held a wide view of security that ranged from state domestic politics and economy to purely military matters. 
 The material provides valuable insights into Polish perceptions of Finland and Estonia during the interwar period. 
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This paper follows the failed attempts to form a military alliance among the so-called “border states” situated between 
the Soviet Union and Germany.  It then analyzes the Polish evaluations of Finland and Estonia in light of their anti-Soviet 
fears.  Although there was no military cooperation reminiscent of a military alliance, the military elites strived to create 
insights into one another’s work, and there was ongoing exchange of intelligence.  While the military circles of the three 
countries retained a considerable degree of mutual understanding, the gap and distrust between politicians remained 
wide.  In a world viewed as increasingly hostile by the small states, even the slightest expressions of goodwill and 
understanding were evaluated in detail from the perspective of one’s own security. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Ethnographic and Racial Studies in Nazi-Occupied  
Estonia 
Anton Weiss-Wendt (Center for the Study of the Holocaust and Religious Minorities, Oslo, Norway) 
Racial discourse was commonplace in wartime Europe. What makes Estonia stand apart from the rest of the 
Nazi-occupied countries of East Central Europe is that many Estonian academics and scientists not only spoke 
of racial science but also acted it out, without subscribing to Nazi ideology.  In retrospect, Estonians proved 
simultaneously the object and the subject of Nazi racial grand designs.  This paper argues that the local 
discourse concerning the biological health of the Estonian nation was far more attuned to the views of 
German, and later Nazi, racial experts than has previously been assumed.  The relatively lax occupation regime 
introduced by the Nazis in Estonia and the idea of Finno-Ugrian ethnographic order influenced a substantial 
number of Estonian scientists and scholars to both intellectually and practically contribute to the Nazis’ radical 
reshaping of Europe.  By advancing racial research and participating in population transfers, prominent 
members of the Estonian scientific and academic elite unwittingly contributed to the building Hitler’s “New 
Europe.” 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
The Geopolitics of Energy in the Baltic Sea 
Jaroslaw Wisniewski (Kings College London) 
The first decade of the 21st century re-defined the European approach to energy. With the change of the governing elite 
in the Russian Federation, growing concerns over the climate change and high volatility of oil prices, energy discourse 
previously dominated by economics was increasingly seen in terms of national securities of European states. Through 
the analysis of two major daily newspapers, Gazeta Wyborcza and Rzeczpospolita, the paper focuses on the analysis of 
the energy discourse in Poland, between 2000 and 2001, focusing on the identification of issues addressed, frequencies 
of texts and their contents. The paper identifies geopolitics as the key frame applied, with particular focus on 
cooperation between Poland and its closest neighbours, Germany, Lithuania, Russian Federation and Ukraine. 
DIVISION: POLITICAL SCIENCE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, LAW 
 
Russian-Estonian Bidirectional Transfer 
Anastassia Zabrodskaja (University of Tartu, Tallinn University),  

Modern Russian-Estonian language contact can be characterized as ‘multiple’ because, on the one hand, 
Estonians have some competence in Russian and, on the other hand, Russians have started using the Estonian language 
extensively. A number of related quantitative and qualitative studies have been carried out to describe the outcomes of 
this language contact situation, referring to the emergence of a new language variety called Estonian Russian. Estonian 
Russian exhibits increasing Estonian influence in lexicon (code-switching/global copying), morphosyntax (bilingual 
constructions, word order, argument structure), and discourse pragmatics. Whole morphosyntactic patterns that often 
contradict monolingual Russian norms have been borrowed, e.g. the word order in NP in genitive. Empirical data from 
Estonian Russian shows that there are indeed constructions conventionalized in local Russian that are at odds with 
monolingual grammar rules. Most of the studies are based on a limited number of tokens collected from natural usage 
situations in different contexts. There has been very little work done focusing on (experimentally) establishing which 
transfer innovations are the most entrenched and what their diffusion potential and actual diffusion pattern is. This is 
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where the current study sets its primary goal.  
The main focus of the paper is on the transfer of Russian morphosyntactic patterns into Estonian usage and 

Estonian morphosyntactic patterns into Russian usage. The subjects are speakers of Russian and Estonian attending 
Estonian secondary schools. The goal of the paper is to specify the potential contact-induced morphosyntactic 
innovations in bilinguals’ use and the sociolinguistic factors affecting their diffusion to the usage of monolingual users.  
DIVISION: LINGUISTICS 
 
Maintaining Estonian Culture Through Performances at Major Cultural Events 
Iivi Zájedová (Tallinn University/  Estonian Literary Museum/  visiting lecturer- Charles University 
 of Prague) 

In the first decade of the twenty-first century, several innovative movements related to Estonian folk dance have 
arisen, such as the Dance Celebration of Estonian Men, the first Festival of Estonian Female Dancers,  Kaera-Jaan to 
Europe,  Dance Relay.  The year 2011 was proclaimed the year of folk dance in Estonia.  The folk dance movement began 
as evenings celebrating national culture and grew into major folk dance events directed by recognized folk dance 
leaders. This process can be viewed as one of increasing social cohesion. 

It is important to take into account that after World War II,  Estonian national culture became geographically 
divided into that of expatriate Estonians and Estonians in Estonia, and folk dance in both communities developed in 
isolation from each other.  Researchers aim to understand how major events take place in Estonia and abroad today, 
when political collaboration is no longer as important as maintaining culture and tradition.  What changes has folk dance 
undergone? 

While trying to find answers to this question, the main objective of this presentation is to explore the role of folk 
dancers in maintaining Estonian culture through performances at major events and how the repertoire of “Estonian 
dance” is constructed in Estonia and abroad. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Sajudis and the Lithuanian Catholic Church 
Miranda R. Zapor (Emory University) 
In the late 1980s, waves of popular nationalism swept across the Socialist Republics. In this context of nascent 
revolution, the Lithuanian Popular Front, Sajudis, was born. 
The relationship between Sajudis and the Lithuanian Catholic Church (LCC) is worthy of particular scrutiny.  In contrast to 
Church-nationalist unities in other Socialist Republics, Sajudis had to actively incorporate the Lithuanian Catholic Church 
into its agenda, rather than simply assuming that an established foundation of religio-nationalist sentiment would result 
in a tacit alliance.  This task was made more complex by the well-established alternative sources of Lithuanian national 
identity that powerfully defined the national consciousness of Sajudis members; folk culture and religion, language, and 
history were all strong loci of national pride.  These sources proved sufficient to motivate the elite minority, but the 
majority of Lithuanians identified more readily with Catholic religious culture.  Moreover, the Lithuanian Catholic Church 
lacked a conscientiously nationalist agenda that would organically provide the nationalist movement with popular 
majority support.  Thus Sajudis had to work towards incorporating the Church into its political platform.  Sajudis, 
recognizing the potential for nationalist influence by the Church, encouraged clergy participation and espoused Catholic 
concerns in an effort to gain its support and constituency. 
DIVISION: ANTHROPOLOGY 
 
Theatralization and its Specific Manifestations in Latvian Modern Drama and Theater 
Viktorija Zelavska (Faculty of Humanities, University of Latvia) 

The aim of this research is to show the relationship between the basic tendencies of theatralization and the 
aesthetic principles of modernism in Latvian and European modern drama and theatre. The chosen research subject is a 
little studied theme in Latvian literary and theatre theory. Unrealistic representations (which are connected with 
theatralization) are key features of modern drama that manifest themselves in different ways in each of the modernist 
movements. The most important features of theatralization that will be discussed are commedia dell’arte, the East 
theatre technique, the Medieval theatre form – stylization or restoration in modern drama and the principle of theatre 
in theatre or play in play; balagan, life and art balaganization; circle aesthetics; people ‘dummization’, etc.  Many of the 
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20th century writers and theatre directors with stylization techniques in their plays and productions began to portray the 
world as a theatre, which, together with the theatralization processes found not only in theatre but also in life, shows 
people as marionettes, with naturalness being replaced with the artificial. People are represented as dummies, as 
constant masks (or types), who do not know psychological trials, feelings of love and obligation, and are not related to 
any particular religion epitomizing the infernal, metaphysical and mystical. The principle ‘theatre in theatre’ becomes 
important in drama. Theatrical forms are restored and renewed in theatre, which accentuates non-psychological theatre 
dominance and its importance in modern art.  
DIVISION: LITERATURE 
 
Fighting Against Fascism: Lithuanian Organizations in the Americas and the Spanish Civil War 
Erick Reis Godliauskas Zen (University of São Paulo) 

This paper presents an analysis of the left-wing political activities of Lithuanian residents in North 
America and South America during the Spanish Civil War between 1936 and 1939.  Special attention is given to 
the mobilization of the International Brigade and to the Lithuanian volunteers who travelled to Spain in order 
to defend the Second Spanish Republic.  
 During the 1930’s, the Lithuanian left was able to build information networks to exchange publications 
and newspapers across the American continent, spreading among their community the antifascist speech and 
conceptions of the Popular Front, oriented toward the Comintern (Communist International).  Lithuanian 
immigrants also organized associations in Canada, United States, Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay in order to 
support and send supplies to the Popular Front.  From these countries, they engaged in the International  
Brigade as volunteers.  In Spain, Lithuanians formed groups which maintained information networks 
connected to their community in America.  These groups also debated the political issues they were facing and 
denounced war atrocities.  As a result of all these activities, letters and articles were sent from the front to be 
published by Lithuanian newspapers in different countries.  

By analyzing a series of archive documents and material from newspapers, this paper seeks to 
understand the participation of Lithuanian immigrants in the Spanish Civil War—one of the major conflicts of 
the twentieth century—taking into consideration insights from the field of immigration studies. 
DIVISION: HISTORY AND MEMORY 
 
Investment in Latvia: Impact Analysis 
Janis Zvigulis (Riga International School of Economics and Business Administration) 
Investment analysis has been done on the macro and micro level in a handful of studies on many countries and regions. 
The most commonly used approaches are quantitative analysis of impact of investment on the national growth on 
aggregated level, as well as impact of investment on a disaggregated level – on specific characterizing indicators of the 
national economy. The studies tend to present somewhat controversial evidence of impact of investment on the 
national economy.  Likewise, most investment research in Latvia has been done on the macro level. The macro level 
analysis cannot solely explain the impact of investment on the national economy. Micro level analysis can be used for 
checking the macro level explanations utilizing a bottom-up approach. Hence, the aim of the paper is to analyze the 
macro and micro level approaches in investment analysis, conduct analysis of investment impact in Latvia, and derive 
conclusions about investment impact on the national economy of Latvia as well as put forward a methodological 
approach for investment analysis in Latvia. 
DIVISION: BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
 
Architectural  Reflections  of  Solomon’s Temple and St. Peter’s Basilica in  St. Casimir’s Royal  
Chapel in the Cathedral of Vilnius 
K. Paulius Zygas (Arizona State University) 

In 1621 the Vatican upgraded the feast day of St. Casimir from duplex status, granted in 1602, to ritu  
semiduplici status, which expanded the saint’s veneration from the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth to all Roman 



 66 

Catholics worldwide.  Eustachijus  Valavičius,  Bishop of Vilnius, and King Sigismund III Vasa  then  decided to  add  an  
entirely  new  chapel  to the Cathedral of Vilnius,  raising  issues of its  design and  the choice of an architect.     

Bishop Valavičius was well acquainted with Italian architectural trends.  A seminarian in Rome during the early 
1590’s, he returned  there in  1620  to facilitate  the  canonization upgrade and other diocesan matters.  During  the 
quarter-century  interval  St. Peter’s Basilica had been transformed into the present building but still maintained some 
links to Old St. Peter’s.   

The new building completely covered the sacred ground which the old building had covered.  Venerable 
mementos were also salvaged and saved for re-use.  The Solomonic columns, which Roman emperor Constantine 
donated to Old St. Peter’s in the 4-th century, were placed into the piers supporting the new basilica’s dome.  Two 
antique africano columns, the first ones encountered on entering the old basilica, flanked the new basilica’s main 
entrance portal, immediately underneath the Benediction Loggia.  This  column  pair was  often  compared  to  St. Peter 
and St. Paul  and, likewise, to Joachin and Boaz, the free-standing column pair facing Solomon’s Temple.  The dark red 
marble pilasters flanking the Benediction Loggia  evinced  the curtains which once covered the entrances to the temples 
of Moses, Solomon, and Herod.    
DIVISION: AESTHETICS, CREATIVITY, CULTURE 
 
Irena Žemaitaitytė (Mykolas Romeris University)—see Leta Dromantienė (Mykolas Romeris University)  
 
 

ROUNDTABLE SESSIONS 
 

ROUNDTABLE: History and Memory: Why the Baltic States in 1917-1921? The Role of 
International Politics 

Chair: Olavi Arens (Armstrong State University), with participants: 
 
Karsten Brüggemann (University of Tallinn) 
Louis Clerc (University of Turku) 
Vėjas Gabriel Liulevičius (University of Tennessee) 
Eero Medijainen (University of Tartu) 
 
The panel will discuss the establishment of the Baltic States in the post-WW I world from the perspective of 
international politics of the period.  While the perspectives of the major powers (Germany, United Kingdom, France, 
Russia, and United States) differed, we will address some of the common features, as well as difference, in their views 
and policies toward the Baltic States. 
 
ROUNDTABLE- Baltic Focused Graduate Research Opportunities and Challenges  

Chair:  Amanda Swain (Doctoral student, University of Washington) with participants:  
Jordan Kuck (Doctoral student, University of Tennessee, Knoxville)  
Delaney Michael Skerrett (Doctoral student, University of Queensland / Lecturer, University of Tartu) 

 
Graduate students working in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania face various opportunities and challenges in doing research 
in-country.  The roundtable will feature three graduate students who have recently conducted research in one of the 
Baltic countries.  Each student will speak for 15 minutes about his/her experience, with time in the session for questions 
and discussion with attendees.  The participating graduate students represent a variety of fields, methodologies and 
experiences.  The roundtable will provide an opportunity for graduate students and others planning research trips to the 
Baltics to discuss practical and methodological issues related to archives, oral interviews, and funding. 
 

http://aabs2012.wordpress.com/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&category_name=aesthetics-creativity-and-culture
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ROUNDTABLE: An Assessment of the Internal Devaluation Strategies of Estonia and Latvia 
Panelists: 

Raul Eamets (Professor of Macroeconomics, Tartu University, Estonia) 
Morten Hansen (Head of Economics Department, Stockholm School of Economics in Riga, Latvia) 
Alf Vanags (Director, Baltic International Centre for Economic Policy Studies, Riga, Latvia) 
In the early parts of the first decade of this millennium Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania were the fastest growing 

economies of the European Union and were dubbed the ‘Baltic Tigers’. With the world financial crisis growth turned to 
massive recession and while there were many calls for the Baltic countries to devalue their currencies to regain 
competitiveness, neither chose this strategy and instead opted for a path hitherto largely untrodden, namely an 
‘internal devaluation’ whereby wages and prices are to fall to regain competitiveness while maintaining the nominal 
exchange rate. 

The Baltic countries are now – seemingly – out of recession and it is thus worthwhile to evaluate the internal 
devaluation experience and discuss whether or not an external devaluation – and/or another path of economic policy – 
would have been more attractive and this is what this panel intends to accomplish. 

In addition, the panel will look ahead and try to assess the future outlook and not least the impact of the current 
euro crisis on the Baltic countries. 

Raul Eamets will present the Estonian experience, Morten Hansen the Latvian case and Alf Vanags will act as 
discussant on both cases. 
DIVISION: BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
 
ROUNDTABLE: Baltic History and Memory in Postsocialist and Postcolonial Europe 
 Chair/Participant: Neringa Klumbyte (Miami University, Ohio), with: 
 Dace Dzenovska (University of Latvia) 
 Gediminas Lankauskas (University of Regina) 
 Uku Lember (Cornell Univesity) 
Participants in this roundtable will engage in arguments about history and memory in Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. 
While history and memory are widely researched topics in the Baltics, this roundtable will broaden the discussion and 
ask what arguments about history and memory in the Baltics can tell us about the contemporary project of Europe. The 
roundtable will consider how the civilizing processes of the 19th and 20th centuries, including European integration, 
have constituted the Baltics as particular historical actors, as well as shaped narratives about history, memory, the 
nation, and the state. It will ask how coloniality and postcoloniality have become important frameworks in the post-
Soviet modernization projects in the Baltics; what is the present of local and global  histories in the Baltics; and how 
historically specific memory politics shapes public space, identity, and history. 
 
ROUNDTABLE- Letters and Correspondences: Thresholds of the Private and the Public  

  Chair:  Tiina Kirss (Tallinn University) with participants: 
  Arvydas Pacevičius (Vilnius University 

Giedrius Subačius (University of Illinois at Chicago) 
Aurelija Tamošiūnaitė (University of Illinois at Chicago) 

This roundtable will consider the use of epistolary sources-- letters and correspondences for the study of various 
research problematics with respect to the Baltics.  Topics to be discussed include the usefulness of the concept of „ego-
documents“ and the situation of correspondences within such a conceptual formation; various methodological 
approaches to the use of epistolary sources; practical limitations of the epistolarium and potential inclusion of letters 
and correspondences as public/private sources at the juncture of personal and public spaces for interdisciplinary 
inquiries. 
 
ROUNDTABLE- Getting Published 

Chair: Terry D. Clark (Director of the Graduate  Program in International Relations,  
Creighton University and Editor,  Journal of Baltic Studies) with participants: 
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Rasma Kārkliņa (University of Latvia, and Professor Emerita, 
University of Illinois at Chicago) 
Žaneta Ozoliņa (Professor of International  Relations,  University of Latvia) 
Michelle Phillips (Managing Editor for Security Studies and International Relations,  
Routledge)  

The roundtable proposes to bring together a cross-disciplinary group of senior scholars and a representative from 
Routledge, a major international publishing company, to discuss issues related to getting published. 
 

PLENARY 
 
Prelude to Baltic Linguistics: Baltic Languages and Nations in Renaissance Europe 
Pietro U. Dini (Università di Pisa) 

In my speech, I intend to draw up the guidelines of an inquiry within Baltology. The 16th century has 
notoriously been the saeculum mirabile in the field of Baltistics because written languages emerged at that time. 
Linguistic ideas, however, were already present in the Baltic area before the first written monuments. 
Balticists have investigated the documents, but have disregarded the contemporary linguistic ideas which were well 
diffused both in the Central-Eastern and in Central-Western Europe.  

The speech draws attention to the linguistic theories on the Baltic language known and circulating prior to the 
16th century during the so-called pre-scientific linguistics (Paleocomparativism and/or Pre-comparativism). It 
focuses on the origin of Baltic Linguistics and comments on the multiplicity, variety, simultaneousness and sincretism in 
linguistic theories. The speech covers each specific aspect and the relationships among them. I will present a 
comparative synopsis of each of the three main theories about the Baltic languages expressed by authors of the 16th 
century, namely: 1) the Slav and the Illyrian theories; 2) the Roman theory and its variants, 3) the so-called Quadripartite 
theory. I also mention minor theories as the Prussian theory and the Hebrew Theory. Finally, I will draw some general 
conclusions. 
 
     No abstracts available 
Plenary: Roundtable Panel-“The Baltic Countries in a Globalizing World:   The Next Twenty 
Years”    
Moderator: Bradley D. Woodworth (University of New Haven / Yale University) with panelists:  

the Ambassadors to the United States-  
Marina Kaljurand (Estonia) 
Žygimantas Pavilionis (Lithuania) 
Andrejs Pildegovičs (Latvia)  
and 
Benjamin Rhodes (Deputy National Security Advisor for Strategic Communications and Speechwriting 
to the President of the USA), Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall (Senior Director for European Affairs 
National Security Council, The White House). 

 
The Economic Crisis in Latvia: A Success Story? 
Vyačeslavs Dombrovskis (member of the Latvian Parliament) 
 
Remarks on “The Unbreakable U.S.-Baltic Partnership”    
Dick Durbin (U.S. Senator from the State of Illinois) 
 
(last updated 4-8-2012r, RKK) 
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